The Abortion Distortion
I.
When Does Life Begin?
A.
What Does The Bible Say?

1.
An Unformed Baby Is Known, Created And Protected By God (Ps 139:13-16)

2.
God Has A Relationship With A Prenatal Person (Ps 22:9-10)
3.
Spiritual Characteristics Begin At Conception  (Ps 51:5)

4.
A Happy Fetus Is A Real Fetus (Lk 1:40-44)


5.
God Has A Plan For Each Person In The Womb (Gen 25:23-24; Jer 1:5)
6.
Prenatal Personality Indicates Personhood (Gen 38:28-30)
B.
What Do Some Doctors Say?
C.
What Do The Pro-Abortionists Say?  Being Human Is Different From Being A Person
Views Of Personhood:

1.
Biological, Genetic or Structural View of Personhood

2.
Developmental, Sociological, Psychological and Interactive View of Personhood

3.
The Controversy Over Exodus 21:22-25

II.
Is All Life Valuable Or Are Some Categories Disposable?
A.
Each Person Is Created By God In The Image Of God (Gen 1:26-27)
B.
No Individual Has The Right To Take A Life For An Unjust Reason (Ex 20:13)
C.
God Has Made Man To Be A Container Of His Glory (Ps 8:4-5)
III.
Who Has The Right Over A Woman’s Body?
A.
God Has Control Over Our Body – We Are Stewards Of God’s Possession (1 Cor 6:19-20)
B.
Many Women Are Not Informed Of The Harm Abortion Can Bring Them
Conclusion: 

1.
What Should The Church Do?

2.
What Could A Person Considering An Abortion Do?

3.
What Should A Person Who Had An Abortion Do?

Visit http://www.thinkaboutitonline.com/ or  http://www.teenbreaks.com
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Introduction:
1.
The controversy with Judge Sam Alito, the Supreme Court and Roe vs. Wade

· “Would Alito Overturn Roe?,” Nominee’s friends say he won’t, pro-life groups aren’t sure.  Judge Sam Alito’s former colleagues say the Supreme Court nominee will move the court to the right, but will stop short of overturning Roe v Wade. None of the pro-life organizations we spoke with think confirming Alito would give the Supreme Court the majority it needs to overturn Roe v Wade but Jan LaRue of Concerned Women for America says such a court would succeed in chipping away at abortion rights.”  (by Steve Jordahl, “Would Alito Overturn Roe?,” November 4, 2005)

· An L.A. Times poll states that 57% of Americans believe that abortion is wrong – that’s a majority to me.  Why can’t the court reflect America?  (Alissa J. Rubin, “Americans Narrowing Support for Abortion,” Los Angeles Times, June 18, 2000, p. A1)
2.
Right To Life Day

3.
Anniversary to Roe Vs. Wade

4.
National Abortion Statistics:  (Center for Disease Control, 2002)

http://www.cdc.gov/mmwr//preview/mmwrhtml/ss5407a1.htm

· In 2002, a total of 854,122 legal induced abortions were reported to CDC

· Women known to be aged 20--24 years obtained 33% of all abortions

· In 2002, the highest number of reported legal induced abortions occurred in NYC (91,800), Florida (87,964), and Texas (79,929)

· The fewest occurred in South Dakota (826), Idaho (829), and North Dakota (1,219)

· Abortion trends by age indicate that since 1973, abortion ratios have been higher for adolescents aged <15 years than for any other age group
· 59% of reported legal induced abortions were known to have been obtained at <8 weeks' gestation and 87% at <13 weeks
· 27% of abortions were known to have been performed at <6 weeks' gestation

· 17% at 7 weeks, and 15% at 8 weeks
· Few reported abortions occurred after 15 weeks' gestation: 4.0% at 16--20 weeks and 1.4% at >21 weeks

· 40 percent women who had abortions in the U.S. had no other children;

· 44 percent of women who had abortions in the U.S. had at least one previous abortion;

· 80 percent of women who had abortions in the U.S. were unmarried.
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5.
Local Abortion Statistics:  (from First Resort)

· Alameda, Contra Costa, San Francisco & San Mateo Counties had 39,000 abortions

· 107 a day, 4 an hour

· Locally, for every 100 babies born, there are 44 abortions

· San Mateo County contains two areas with the highest teen pregnancy rates in the Bay Area (East Palo Alto & East Menlo Park)

· There are 25 abortion clinics in our 4 counties (not including hospitals or private doctor’s offices)

I.
When Does Life Begin?
· All of the efforts done to save the life of our 2 month premature baby were quite heroic, on the part of the doctors and nurses (3 slides)
A.
What Does The Bible Say?

1.
An Unformed Baby Is Known, Created And Protected By God (Ps 139:13-16)
Psalm 139:13-16  For You formed my inward parts; You covered me in my mother’s womb. I will praise You, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Marvelous are Your works, And that my soul knows very well. My frame was not hidden from You, When I was made in secret, And skillfully wrought in the lowest parts of the earth. Your eyes saw my substance, being yet unformed. And in Your book they all were written, The days fashioned for me, When as yet there were none of them. 


2.
God Has A Relationship With A Prenatal Person (Ps 22:9-10)
Psalm 22:9-10 But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You made Me trust while on My mother’s breasts. I was cast upon You from birth. From My mother’s womb You have been My God. 

3.
Spiritual Characteristics Begin At Conception  (Ps 51:5)
Psalm 51:5  Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, And in sin my mother conceived me. 

· Bruce Waltke:  “… in tracing his spiritual condition to the time of conception, David goes on to note that already in his fetal state the moral law of God was present in him.”  (“Abortion,” Christian Medical & Dental Society Journal, Vol. VII, Num. 3, Summer, 1976)
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4.
A Happy Fetus Is A Real Fetus (Lk 1:40-44)

Luke 1:40-44  And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy.

5.
God Has A Plan For Each Person In The Womb (Gen 25:23-24; Jer 1:5)
Genesis 25:23-24 And the Lord said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the younger.” So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were twins in her womb.

Jeremiah 1:5 “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified you; I ordained you a prophet to the nations.”

6.
Prenatal Personality Indicates Personhood (Gen 38:28-30)
Genesis 38:28-30 And so it was, when she was giving birth, that the one put out his hand; and the midwife took a scarlet thread and bound it on his hand, saying, “This one came out first.” Then it happened, as he drew back his hand, that his brother came out unexpectedly; and she said, “How did you break through? This breach be upon you!” Therefore his name was called Perez. Afterward his brother came out who had the scarlet thread on his hand. And his name was called Zerah.

B.
What Do Some Doctors Say?

1.
Bernard Nathanson  


(source:  Charles Colson, How Now Shall We Live, pp. 218 ff)

· Responsible for 75,000 abortions

· Aborted his own child from his girlfriend

· When New York became liberal about abortions (1970), Nathanson started the Center for Reproductive and Sexual Health (CRASH) in Manhattan

· He also co-founded NARAL (the National Abortion and Reproductive Rights Action League) with Lawrence Lader in 1969
· His center received many abortion referrals from Protestant ministers and Jewish rabbis
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· In the year of Roe vs. Wade, he became the chief OB at St. Luke’s Hospital Center

· In organizing the perinatology unit, he ran across the new technology of the ultrasound machine

· While observing an ultrasound, he started changing his vocabulary exchanging the word “baby” for “fetus”

· All he learned in perinatology became clear

· He became convinced that human life began in the womb when pregnancy begins

· He wrote about his change of heart in the New England Journal of Medicine

· He also used an ultrasound to record an abortion – the tape of the abortion of a 12 week fetus was made into a move called “The Silent Scream” in 1985

· This film was used to prove that a fetus is able to feel pain while an abortion is being done

· Nathanson:  “Fetology makes it undeniably evident that life begins at conception and requires all the protection and safeguards that any of us enjoy. Why, you may well ask, do some American doctors who are privy to the findings of fetology, discredit themselves by carrying out abortions? Simple arithmetic at $300 a time, 1.55 million abortions means an industry generating $500,000,000 annually, of which most goes into the pocket of the physician doing the abortion.

“It is clear that permissive abortion is purposeful destruction of what is undeniably human life. It is an impermissible act of deadly violence. One must concede that unplanned pregnancy is a wrenchingly difficult dilemma, but to look for its solution in a deliberate act of destruction is to trash the vast resourcefulness of human ingenuity and to surrender the public weal to the classic utilitarian answer to social problems.

“As a scientist I know, not believe, know that human life begins at conception.
“Although I am not a formal religionist, I believe with all my heart that there is a divinity of existence which commands us to declare a final and irreversible halt to this infinitely sad and shameful crime against humanity.” 

http://www.teenbreaks.com/abortion/abortiondoctors.cfm
2.
Dr. Beverly McMillan - Jackson, Mississippi

· “I was not a reluctant participant in abortion. I was a radical feminist. During my residency at Cook County Hospital in Chicago I made my decision to be an abortionist. At the hospital I noticed that quite a number of women who were bleeding and running a fever were being admitted. I started IV's and gave blood and antibiotics to the patients. About halfway through the night, it dawned on me that these women were coming from Chicago's illegal abortion mills.

· At the end of six weeks, I was angry at what I had seen. I thought that women should have a safe abortion and I would provide it. At that time, there was not one abortion center in the entire state of Mississippi. A group of "concerned citizens and clergy" had already lined up a place to rent and had hired nurses and counselors. Everything was ready to open the first abortion mill in Mississippi, except that they needed a physician willing to become the "town abortionist." I initially declined, but later determined that I would run the best abortion facility in the country.
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· The new abortion mill was running smoothly. We only offered first trimester (first 12 weeks of pregnancy) abortions because I felt later abortions were riskier. Nevertheless, I did experience complications, the worst of which was perforating a uterus and suctioning a piece of small bowel into the tube. I was so depressed I couldn't stand it. I started considering Christianity, and at one point prayed the scripture, "I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me." One day an employee at the mill asked to see the contents of the sock in the suction machine. I saw a beautiful arm, and I thought, "What are you doing?" That was one of the last abortions I did.

· Dr. McMillan resigned from the abortion clinic and became an advocate against abortion.”

· http://www.teenbreaks.com/abortion/abortiondoctors.cfm
3.
Dr. Joseph Randall - Atlanta, Georgia

· Dr. Joseph Randall operated an abortion clinic in Atlanta, GA, and estimates he performed 32,000 abortions. He used the dilation and evacuation (D&E) procedure.

· After the operation you have to reassemble that baby - arms, legs, head, chest - everything. That's when it got rough, even for old-timers like me.
· When you looked at an ultrasound, there was no mistaking that this was a baby. Ladies who came in for mid-trimester (four to six months of pregnancy) abortions were shielded from the images. Several nurses quit. They would bond with the baby they saw on the screen; they couldn't take it.
· Dr. Randall finally stopped performing abortions when a Christian woman came to work in his office and convinced him of their immorality. He switched from doing abortions to volunteer counseling at a facility offering alternatives to abortion.
· http://www.teenbreaks.com/abortion/abortiondoctors.cfm
C.
What Do The Pro-Abortionists Say?  Being Human Is Different From Being A Person
· “… the most that biology can claim is that the fetus is genetically human, in the same way that a severed human hand or foot or other body part is human. The issue of personhood is one that must be addressed through religious reasoning. Hence, the Lutheran Church in America makes “a qualitative distinction” between the claims of the fetus and “the rights of a responsible person made in God’s image who is in living relationships with God and other human beings.” Except in the most materialistic of philosophies, human personhood has a great deal to do with feelings, awareness, and interactive experience.”  (Virginia R. Mollenkott, “Reproductive Choice: Basic to Justice for Women,” Christian Scholars ’ Review 12,  March, 1988, p. 291)

· Francis J. Beckwith responds:  “There are actually two arguments in the above quotation. The first goes something like this (C): (1c) Unborn humans are genetically human. (2c) Severed limbs and body parts are genetically human. (3c) Therefore genetic humanness cannot be a criterion of personhood …. (D): (1d) A person can be defined as a living being with feelings, awareness, and interactive experience (I assume she means some sort of 
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· consciousness). (2d) A fetus does not possess the characteristics of a person in (1d). (3d) Therefore a fetus does not possess personhood.”  (“Abortion And Public Policy: A Response To Some Arguments,” Journal of Evangelical Theological Society, Vol. 32:4, December, 1989, p. 503-518)

· “Pro-life advocates argue that personhood begins at conception, because at that point the DNA strands are species-specific. That is, if the newly fertilized egg is examined under a microscope, one can determine that the DNA strands are those of human beings.”  (Feinberg, J. S., Feinberg, P. D., & Huxley, A., Ethics For A Brave New World, Crossway Books, 1996, p. 59)

Views Of Personhood:

1.
Biological, Genetic or Structural View of Personhood
· “This is the view that when human life is present, there is a person with rights, one of which is the right to life. Personhood is grounded in biological considerations. Since species-specific DNA strands, identifying the fertilized egg as human, are present at conception, a human person with rights is present at conception. Since personhood begins at conception, abortion is prima facie wrong.”  (ibid)
· Critics:

· Personhood rooted in chemical values (DNA all we need to be what we are)

· Large number of spontaneous abortions yield babies without personhood qualities (but assigning false values of personhood)

· Twins split between 7-14 days – then how can a zygote be unique at conception

· Mosaics are when 2 eggs are fertilized, but one is absorbed and only one person is born (but twinning & mosaics are not proof that what is inside the mother is less than human or a person)

2.
Developmental, Sociological, Psychological and Interactive View of Personhood
· “Fundamental to this position is the belief that human value is ‘an achievement rather than an endowment.’ Attainment of personhood is a process. Many grant that human life begins at conception. However, there is agreement that human value or personhood does not begin at conception. At best there is a potential person. Value is achieved in social interaction.”  (ibid)

· Who decides what developments indicate a person?
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3.
The Controversy Over Exodus 21:22-25
Exodus 21:22-25   If men fight, and hurt a woman with child, so that she gives birth prematurely, yet no harm follows, he shall surely be punished accordingly as the woman’s husband imposes on him; and he shall pay as the judges determine. But if any harm follows, then you shall give life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, stripe for stripe.

· Critics of Pro-Life will point out that causing an injury resulting in a premature birth was not severely punished means, yet a harmed mother demands greater restitution – thus an adult is of greater value than a pre-term baby.

· But the harm to the baby is not intentional, where abortion is intentional

· The existence of a penalty, shows that the prenatal baby is a life

· The fining for an unintentional killing of a slave in Ex 21:20-21 doesn’t mean that a slave is less than a person

· The word yeled is not usually used to describe a miscarriage, but of one born from the womb – so this, most likely, doesn’t even describe a miscarriage
II.
Is All Life Valuable Or Are Some Categories Disposable?
1.
There’s a preacher and wife who are very, very poor. They already have 14 kids. Now she finds out she’s pregnant  with the 15th.  They’re living in tremendous poverty. Considering their poverty and  the excessive world population, would you consider recommending she get an abortion?   

2. The father is sick with sniffles, the mother has TB. They have 4 children. 1st is blind, 2nd is dead, 3rd is deaf, 4th has TB.  She finds she’s pregnant again. Given the extreme situation, would you consider recommending abortion? 

3. A white man raped a 13 year old black girl and she got pregnant.  If you were her parents, would you consider recommending abortion?

4.
A teenage girl is pregnant. She’s not married. Her fiance is not the father of the baby, and he’s very upset.  Would you consider recommending abortion?

*If you said “Yes” to the first case, you have just killed John Wesley, one of the great evangelists in the 19th century.

** If you said “Yes” to the second case, you have killed  Beethoven. 

***If you said “Yes” to the third case, you have killed Ethel Waters, the great black gospel singer.

****If you said “Yes”  to the fourth case, you have declared the murder of Jesus Christ.   

(Matthew 1:18-23).    
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A.
Each Person Is Created By God In The Image Of God (Gen 1:26-27)
Genesis 1:26-27 Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness; let them have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and over the cattle, over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” So God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them.

B.
No Individual Has The Right To Take A Life For An Unjust Reason (Ex 20:13)

Exodus 20:13  You shall not murder. 

C.
God Has Made Man To Be A Container Of His Glory (Ps 8:4-5)
Psalm 8:4-5  What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 

· See the marvel of human development inside the womb
http://www.gehealthcare.com/usen/patient/ultrasound/obtimeline_new.html

Gianna Jessen –  http://www.teenbreaks.com/abortion/abortionsurvivors.cfm

My name is Gianna Jessen…I was aborted, and I did not die. My biological mother was 7 months pregnant when she went to Planned Parenthood in southern California, and they advised her to have a late-term saline abortion.

A saline abortion is a solution of salt saline that is injected into the mother's womb. The baby then gulps the solution. It burns the baby inside and out, and then the mother is to deliver a dead baby within 24 hours.

This happened to me! I remained in the solution for approximately 18 hours and was delivered ALIVE…in a California abortion clinic. There were young women in the room who had already been given their injections and were waiting to deliver dead babies. When they saw me the abortionist was not yet on duty and had me transferred to the hospital.

…I should be blind, burned…I should be dead! And yet, I live! Due to a lack of oxygen supply during the abortion I live with cerebral palsy.

When I was diagnosed with this, all I could do was lie there. They said that was all I would ever do! Through prayer and hard work by my foster mother, I was walking at age 3 ½ with the help of a walker and leg braces. At that time I was also adopted into a wonderful family. Today I am left only with a slight limp. I no longer have need of a walker or leg braces.…Death did not prevail over me…and I am so thankful!
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III.
Who Has The Right Over A Woman’s Body?
A.
God Has Control Over Our Body – We Are Stewards Of God’s Possession
1 Corinthians 6:19-20   Or do you not know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and you are not your own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which are God’s.

B.
Many Women Are Not Informed Of The Harm Abortion Can Bring Them
· by Carrie Gordon Earll, “What We Did Not Know: The Aftermath of Thirty Years of Legal Abortion,” CitizenLink, September 9, 2003
http://www.family.org/cforum/fosi/bioethics/abortion/a0027686.cfm
· “Women face a number of possible physical complications including hemorrhage requiring transfusion, perforation of the uterus, cardiac arrest, major unintended surgery, infection resulting in hospitalization, convulsions, undiagnosed ectopic (tubal) pregnancy, cervical laceration, uterine rupture, and death. 
· All women, especially young teenagers, are at risk for damage to their cervix during an abortion, which can lead to complications with later pregnancies. 
· A Finnish study of suicide after pregnancy found that “the suicide rate after an abortion was three times the general suicide rate and six times that associated with birth.”

· Women who ended their first pregnancy by abortion are five times more likely to report subsequent substance abuse than women who carried the pregnancy to term, and four times more likely to report substance abuse compared to those whose first pregnancy ended naturally.”
· Types Of Psychological/Emotional Complications

· From:  http://www.teenbreaks.com/abortion/complicationsgirls.cfm
· Some women experience immediate psychological problems from abortion. Other women repress feelings of guilt, delaying emotional reactions sometimes for several years and oftentimes triggered by their first planned pregnancy.

· These complications include:

· Sad mood. 

· Sudden and uncontrollable crying episodes. 

· Deterioration of self-concept. 

· Sleep, appetite and sexual disturbances. 

· Reduced motivation. 

· Disruption in interpersonal relationships. 

· Extreme guilt and anxiety. 

· Psychological "numbing." 

· Depression and thoughts of suicide. 

Listing provided by David Reardon, Ph.D., the Elliot Institute and Paul C. Reisser, M.D. and Teri Reisser, M.S., "Identifying and Overcoming Post-Abortion Syndrome," (Colorado Springs: Focus on the Family, 1994), pg. 11.
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Conclusion: 

1.
What Should The Church Do?

· Support those with unwanted pregnancy

· Churches must address sin as sin

· But if we don’t demonstrate love and compassion, many will rather have an abortion than to let the church know

· Seek to be a support to unwed mothers

· Support a Christian counseling program and pregnancy care centers that provide biblical counseling for those considering abortions and those who are dealing with it

· Write your government leaders expressing that you will support those who value life

2.
What Could A Person Considering An Abortion Do?
· Talk to your parents, pastors and doctor

· Consider the value of the life inside you

· Discuss such options as adoption, if you do not feel ready to be a parent at this time

· Visit http://www.thinkaboutitonline.com/ or  http://www.teenbreaks.com
3.
What Should A Person Who Had An Abortion Do?
· Know that God loves you and is willing to forgive every sin (1 Jn 1:9)

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

· Find counseling to work through emotional and spiritual issues

· Find strength in the Lord to be a source of help and strength to others who are struggling with what you struggled with

2 Corinthians 1:3-4 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation, that we may be able to comfort those who are in any trouble, with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.

