Easter Literacy

1.
How did the Easter celebration begin?
· Easter is recognized as the celebration of the resurrection of Christ

· St. Bede, an English scholar from the 8th century, believes that “Easter” was named after “Eastre,” the Teutonic goddess of fertility and spring.

· The Concise Oxford English Dictionary confirms the origin of “Easter”:

· “ēastre, of Germanic origin and related to east; perhaps from Ēastre, a goddess associated with spring.”
· “Eastre” is also known as “Ostara” 

2.
How did the bunnies and eggs become part of the Easter festivities?
· The celebration of Eastre, the goddess of fertility and spring, included rabbits and eggs

· Rabbits symbolized reproduction

· German settlers brought the tradition of a bunny called the “Oschter Haws” who would visit the house on Easter eve (like Santa Claus does at Christmas)

· The “Oschter Haws” would leave colored eggs for children

· Eggs took on a Christian symbolism where the chick emerges from the egg in an imagery of Christ emerging from the tomb in resurrection

3.
Why does the date of Easter change every year?
· Easter is on the 1st Sunday after the full moon after the vernal equinox that occurs on or after March 21, or a week later if the full moon falls on Sunday

· It will always fall between March 22nd and April 25th
· At the Council of Nicea (325 A.D.), Roman Emperor Constantine I and the council decided that Easter would be celebrated on that calendar formula

4.
What does Passover have to do with Easter?
· Last supper on Passover

· Passover (Heb: Pesach) is celebrated on Nisan 15th on the Hebrew calendar

· This Jewish holiday commemorates God delivering Israel from the 10th plague of Egypt.

· God’s final plague on Egypt was the death of Egypt’s first born

· God instructed Israel through Moses to sprinkle the blood of the sacrificial lamb

Exodus 12:5-7 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male of the first year. You may take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6Now you shall keep it until the fourteenth day of the same month. Then the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it at twilight. 7And they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and on the lintel of the houses where they eat it.
1 Corinthians 5:7 7Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.
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· They ate bitter herbs to remember the struggle Egypt

· Bread without anything added (leaven represents world)

Exodus 12:8 8Then they shall eat the flesh on that night; roasted in fire, with unleavened bread and with bitter herbs they shall eat it.
· Angel of death passed over the 1st born

Exodus 12:12-13 12‘For I will pass through the land of Egypt on that night, and will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the Lord. 13Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
5.
Why is there a “Palm Sunday?”
· Triumphal entry of Christ

· Entered Jerusalem – cheered as Messiah, mocked as a heretic

Matthew 21:1-12 1Now when they drew near Jerusalem, and came to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Loose them and bring them to Me. 3And if anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of them,’ and immediately he will send them.” 4All this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, saying: 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your King is coming to you, Lowly, and sitting on a donkey, A colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 6So the disciples went and did as Jesus commanded them. 7They brought the donkey and the colt, laid their clothes on them, and set Him on them. 8And a very great multitude spread their clothes on the road; others cut down branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9Then the multitudes who went before and those who followed cried out, saying: “Hosanna to the Son of David! ‘Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord!’ Hosanna in the highest!” 10And when He had come into Jerusalem, all the city was moved, saying, “Who is this?” 11So the multitudes said, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee.” 12Then Jesus went into the temple of God and drove out all those who bought and sold in the temple, and overturned the tables of the money changers and the seats of those who sold doves.
6.
Should we “borrow” the concept of “Lent?”
· Lent is the 40 day season beginning with Ash Wednesday to Easter

· Even though Lent begins 46 days before Easter, it is considered 40 days because Sundays are not counted during Lent

· The focus is on the Passion of Christ

“There are several holy days within the season of Lent. (from Wikipedia)

· Ash Wednesday is the first day of Lent in Western Christianity.

· Clean Monday (or "Ash Monday") is the first day in Eastern Orthodox Christianity.
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· The fourth Lenten Sunday, which marks the halfway point between Ash Wednesday and Easter, is sometimes referred to as Laetare Sunday, particularly by Roman Catholics.

· The fifth Lenten Sunday, also known as Passion Sunday (however, that term is also applied to Palm Sunday) marks the beginning of Passiontide.

· The sixth Lenten Sunday, commonly called Palm Sunday, marks the beginning of Holy Week, the final week of Lent immediately preceding Easter.

· Wednesday of Holy Week is known as Spy Wednesday to commemorate the days on which Judas spied on Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane before betraying him.

· Thursday is known as Maundy Thursday, or Holy Thursday, and is a day Christians commemorate the Last Supper shared by Christ with his disciples.

· Good Friday follows the next day, on which Christians remember His crucifixion and burial.”

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lent#Holy_Days

· Communion is the biblical reference

7.
What’s so “good” about “Good Friday?”
· Crucifixion of Christ

1 Corinthians 15:2-4 2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,
8.
If Jesus was crucified on Friday and resurrected on Sunday, how is that Jesus 
resurrected on the third day?
· Harold Hoehner, Chronological Aspects of the Life of Christ, p.71.:   Statement of the view. Jesus predicted that He would die and be raised on the third day (Matt 16:21; Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22). When one reads these events in the gospels, one clearly receives the impression that Jesus rose on the third day. Jesus’ body was laid in the tomb on the evening of the day of preparation (Friday), the day before the Sabbath (Matt 27:62; 28:1 ; Mark 15:42; Luke 23:54, 56; John 19:31, 42). The women returned home and rested on the Sabbath (Saturday, Luke 23:56). Early on the first day of the week (Sunday), they went to the tomb (Matt 28:1; Mark 16:1–2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1) which was empty. Furthermore, on the same day He arose from the grave, Jesus walked with two disciples on the road to Emmaus (Luke 24:13), and they told Him that their Master was crucified and “now it is the third day since this occurred” (Luke 24:21). This, then, points to His crucifixion as having occurred on Friday. With all this evidence, the only viable conclusion is that Jesus was crucified on Friday and rose on Sunday.
Matthew 27:62 62On the next day, which followed the Day of Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate,
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John 19:31 31Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.

John 19:42 42So there they laid Jesus, because of the Jews’ Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.
Mark 15:42 42Now when evening had come, because it was the Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath,
Luke 23:54 54That day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near.
Luke 23:56 56Then they returned and prepared spices and fragrant oils. And they rested on the Sabbath according to the commandment.
Matthew 28:1 1Now after the Sabbath, as the first day of the week began to dawn, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary came to see the tomb.

9.
What is the significance of Jesus’ resurrection?
· E.M. Bounds:  “The resurrection of Jesus is the great affirming and cementing fact of Christianity.  By it he was declared to be the Son of God with power; it is the fitting and necessary complement to his advent and crucifixion; it binds into a complete whole all the facts of his wondrous life and puts the seal of truth on them; it is the keystone of the sacred arch, the crown of the system, the miracle of all miracles.  The resurrection of Jesus Christ was necessary to establish the truth of his mission and put the stamp of all conquering power on his Gospel. His death met the law, conciliated divine justice; his resurrection sent the proclamation of liberty through all the realms of the dead and led the conqueror Death in chains.”  (reprinted in Faith For The Family, Mar/Apr, 1976)
· Erwin Lutzer:  “The arrival of Christ in heaven changed the character of heaven forever.  This is the first time perfect humanity entered the presence of God.  He was the first man in heaven with a resurrected body….Never before had Christ been in heaven joined to a human body.  Never before had there been a man with nail prints at the center of the universe.  Christ had resided in heaven before, but not as the God-man.”  (Christ Among Other gods, p. 149)

A.
Proves That He Is Alive (Death No Longer Has Dominion Over Christ)

Romans 6:9  “Knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more.  Death no longer has dominion over Him.”

1 Corinthians 15:3-8  “Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He was seen by [Peter, the twelve (disciples), over five hundred, James, all the apostles, and Paul.]”
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Acts 2:24  “Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that he should be held by it.”

B.
Proves That He Is God

Romans 1:4  Jesus Christ was “declared to be the Son of God with power, according to the Spirit of holiness by the resurrection from the dead.”  

C.
Proves That Our Salvation Is Fully Paid For

Romans 4:25  Jesus Christ was “delivered up because of our offenses, and was raised because of our justification.”

D.
Proves That Christianity Is True.

1 Corinthians 15:14,17  “If Christ is not risen, the our preaching is vain and your faith is also vain.  And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.”

E.
Proves That Jesus Christ Is Lord Of All

Romans 14:9  “For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living.”

F.
Guarantees That Believer Has Forgiveness Of Sin

1 Corinthians 15:17  “And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins!

G.
Guarantees The Believer Hope Of Victory Over Death

1 Corinthians 15:54,57  “So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:  ‘Death is swallowed up in victory.’  Thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Peter 1:3  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead.”

1 Peter 1:21  “Who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.”
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· Ie/  Napoleon Bonaparte, on a ship bound for his North African campaign, he was conversing with one of his generals and asked:  ‘General, what are you going to do when this war is over and we return home?”  The general replied to Napoleon, “Excellency, I think I will found a new religion.”  To which Napoleon responded, “That should be easy – all you have to do is die on a cross and rise again on the third day!”   (from Tim LaHaye, Jesus Who Is He?, p. 222)

I.
Guarantees The Security Of The Believer’s Salvation

Romans 8:33-34  “Who is he who condemns?  It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.”

Hebrews 7:25  “Therefore He is able to save to the uttermost (forever) those who come to God through Him, since He ever lives to make intercession for them.
J.
Guarantees A New Kind Of Life For The Believer

Romans 6:4  “Just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.”

2 Corinthians 5:15  “That those who live should live no longer for themselves, but for Him who died for them and rose again.”

Colossians 3:1-2  “If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.  Set your mind on things above, not on things on the earth.”

ie/  D.L. Moody assigned some of his ministerial students to conduct evangelistic tent meetings through out Chicago.  Unannounced, Moody showed up at one of the meetings and heard one of his young men expound the death of Christ with eloquence.  But as the young man concluded, he announced for everyone to come back the next night to here the resurrection of Christ.  

After the people left, Moody said, “Young man, you will not be back tomorrow night!  You did not preach the gospel tonight, only half of it.  Many of these people will not be back tomorrow night and consequently have only heard half the gospel!”  Then Moody described the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15 ‘Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures.’”
