In Praise Of Mothers

The Gift Of Words Of Praise

Proverbs 31:28-31

Not:
Psalm 10:7  His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and oppression; Under his tongue is trouble and iniquity. 
But:
Proverbs 10:11  The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life
Proverbs 10:21  The lips of the righteous nourish many
Proverbs 10:31  The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom
Proverbs 12:18  The tongue of the wise brings healing

Proverbs 15:4  A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, but perverseness in it breaks the spirit.

I.
Raise To Praise:  Thank God For Her Godliness

Proverbs 31:28-31 28Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her

A.
Every Child Is To Answer The Call To Praise His/Her Mother’s Godly Qualities
B.
Every Husband Is To Set The Example By Praising His Wife Regularly
II.
Verb The Superb:  State Out How She Stands Out
Proverbs 31:29 29“Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.”

A.
Negative Comparisons Tear Down A Heart
B.
Positive Praise Builds Up A Heart
III.
Impart Her Heart:  Characterize Her Godly Character (cf. 1 Pet 3:3-4; 1 Tim 2:9-10)
Proverbs 31:30 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.

1 Peter 3:3-4 3Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— 4rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.

1 Timothy 2:9-10 9in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

A.
Don’t Base Her Worth On Temporal Values
B.
Praise Her For Her Godly Virtues
IV.
Award Her Reward:  Parade Her Godly Grade 

Proverbs 31:31 31Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.
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Introduction:  
· You may have grown up in a culture where praise is very limited

· Thus praising your wife/mother/daughter is an out of the ordinary thing to do

· Some have grown up in homes where praise is withheld and criticism is given to push the child to excel

· Some have grown up in homes where parents will talk negatively about their child to others in a false humility that attempts to preclude boasting

· So when it comes to praise, it doesn’t come naturally

· Proverbs 31 is mandating that we praise the godly women in our lives

· Before we excuse praising a person as an idolatrous alternative to praising God, please understand that God is praised when we praise godly women

· Look how often it appears in Prov 31:28-31

· Make today the start of a new era in starting an environment of praise in your home and lifestyle

· Not flattery, not for temporal values, but praise of godly virtues
Proverbs 31:28-31 28Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her: 29“Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.” 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised. 31Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.

With Words We Can …
· Criticize
· Contend

· Condemn

Psalm 10:7  His mouth is full of cursing and deceit and oppression; Under his tongue is trouble and iniquity. 
· “Cursing” – speaking negatively of, opposite of “blessing” – saying good things about a person

· “Deceit” – we live in a culture of lying to each other

· “Oppression” – to press someone down

· Jesus transformed the culture for women

· Ancient Greek culture treated women like property

· Ancient Rome viewed women on the same level as slaves, means of procreation

· Ancient Jewish traditions separated men and women in privileges

· Jesus’ direct ministry to a woman (a Samaritan at that!) in John 4 broke the social barriers of the N.T. times

· The first people Jesus appeared to after His resurrection were women

· The teaching of the NT gave women wonderful opportunities in serving God that would be a contrast to the cultural milieu of the times

· Oppression of women is not a biblical teaching, it was bred out of sin, insecurity of men
· Words are the main tool of oppression
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· “Verbal abuse is defined as the use of words or tone of voice to control or hurt another person or to destroy self-worth.  Verbal abuse can be as devastating as physical abuse within a marriage – a destroyer of respect, trust and intimacy.  Verbally abusive language is meant to:  

· Intimidate with threats

· Shame with accusations

· Belittle with name-calling

· Confuse with mind games

· Badger with excessive questioning

· Deceive with lies

· Insults with profanity

 

(June Hunt, “Wife Abuse”, p. 2)

· “A pattern of control whereby one person exerts power over another through verbal, psychological, or spiritual means to frighten, intimidate, threaten, isolate, harass, berate, humiliate, disempower, or destabilize the other person.  Some signs include:  making the person feel ‘crazy,’ blaming her for the abuser’s behaviors, minimizing or denying incidents of abuse, using children, extreme jealousy, controlling where the other person goes or what she does with her time, destroying personal belongings, frequent criticism, isolation from support systems such as friends/family/congregation, insulting one’s most valued beliefs, or using social privilege.”  (California Dept. of Health Services, Faith Leaders And Domestic Violence Handbook, p. 7)

· Rather, our words should be directed towards praise and encouragement

Proverbs 10:11  “The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life”

Proverbs 10:21  “The lips of the righteous nourish many”

Proverbs 10:31  “The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom”

Proverbs 12:18  “The tongue of the wise brings healing”
Proverbs 15:4 4A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, But perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 

· We’re to be stewards of words

· We usually think of being “stewards” of money, but we are to carefully manage our words to build up, not destroy

I.
Raise To Praise:  Thank God For Her Godliness
Proverbs 31:28-31 28Her children rise up and call her blessed; her husband also, and he praises her
A.
Every Child Is To Answer The Call To Praise His/Her Mother’s Godly Qualities
· Every child is to praise their mother

· Everyone in the audience is a child, so if your mother is alive, we should all being doing this
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· Now, not everyone is comfortable with giving praise, for whatever familial or cultural reason, but that’s why v. 28 tells us to “rise up”
· Get out of your comfort zone or cultural denial and “PRAISE”

· The rest of the world is paying attention to their mothers:

From Jone Johnson Lewis, “Your Guide to Women's History”

http://womenshistory.about.com/od/mothersday/a/statistics.htm

· In the United States, there are about 82.5 million mothers. (source: US Census Bureau) 

· about 96% of American consumers take part in some way in Mother's Day (source: Hallmark) 

· Mother's Day is widely reported as the peak day of the year for long distance telephone calls 

· Mother's Day is the busiest day of the year for many restaurants 

· Retailers report that Mother's Day is the second highest gift-giving holiday in the United States (Christmas is the highest). 

B.
Every Husband Is To Set The Example By Praising His Wife Regularly
· Fathers need to set the model of praise for their children

· Unfortunately, fathers set the bad example for disrespecting women

· When men berate or ridicule their wives, that’s bad enough, but when they do that in front of their children, they will model how to disrespect women to their sons or model that women are to be disrespected to their daughters

Proverbs 31:10 10Who can find a virtuous wife? For her worth is far above rubies. 

· Men are to find ways to rejoice in their wives virtues 

· Put a greater value on virtues than rubies

· “Her husband thinks himself so happy in her that he takes all occasions to speak well of her, as one of the best of women. It is no indecency at all, but a laudable instance of conjugal love, for husbands and wives to give one another their due praises.”  (Matthew Henry)

II.
Verb The Superb:  State Out How She Stands Out 
Proverbs 31:29 29“Many daughters have done well, but you excel them all.”
A.
Negative Comparisons Tear Down A Heart
Proverbs 15:4 4A wholesome tongue is a tree of life, But perverseness in it breaks the spirit. 








Mom, p. 4

Proverbs 10:31 31The mouth of the righteous brings forth wisdom, but the perverse tongue will be cut out. 

· Guard from negative comparisons
· Looks

· Weight

· Ability

· Success

· Even with others in church
B.
Positive Praise Builds Up A Heart
Colossians 4:6 6Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may know how you ought to answer each one.

III.
Impart Her Heart:  Characterize Her Godly Character (cf. 1 Pet 3:3-4; 1 Tim 2:9-10)
Proverbs 31:30 30Charm is deceitful and beauty is passing, but a woman who fears the Lord, she shall be praised.
1 Peter 3:3-4 3Do not let your adornment be merely outward—arranging the hair, wearing gold, or putting on fine apparel— 4rather let it be the hidden person of the heart, with the incorruptible beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which is very precious in the sight of God.

1 Timothy 2:9-10 9in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing, 10but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.

A.
Don’t Base Her Worth On Temporal Values
· Beauty is passing
· Plastic surgeons are making a fortune off people who think they need to look a certain way to be accepted

· That’s all temporal

· 1 Pet 3, 1 Tim 2 – not focus on external beauty

· Prov 31:30

· Charm – personality – external, can mask a lack of virtue

· Beauty – passing – external, can mask a lack of virtue

· Focus on praising a woman’s character, fear (reverential respect) of God

B.
Praise Her For Her Godly Virtues
IV.
Award Her Reward:  Parade Her Godly Grade 

Proverbs 31:31 31Give her of the fruit of her hands, and let her own works praise her in the gates.
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· Praise her for what fruit she has produced in her life
· Flattery overstates, praise is worthy of fruit produced

· “Gates” – place of doing business, entry points in walled city, high commerce, city leaders stationed there – her fruit is known to all
· Her friends, company and other moms recognize her worth – so should we


· Are you wondering what mom should be paid for her work as mom? Salary.com has now valuated the "mom job" of both the Working and Stay at Home Mom! We consulted Stay at Home and Working Moms to determine the top 10 jobs that make up a mom's job description. If paid, Stay at Home Moms would earn $134,121 annually (up from 2005's salary of $131,471). Working Moms would earn $85,876 annually for the "mom job" portion of their work, in addition to their actual "work job" salary. 
· We found the job titles that best matched a mom's definition of her work to be (in order of hours spent per week): housekeeper, day care center teacher, cook, computer operator, laundry machine operator, janitor, facilities manager, van driver, CEO, and psychologist. New job titles that made the list in 2006 include psychologist, laundry machine operator, and computer operator. The job title of nurse fell out of the top 10 this year. 
· Now moms and their families can use the Mom Salary Wizard to create their own "mom paycheck". The tool allows moms and their families to price the "mom job", based on location and mom's personal hours worked in each of the 10 roles. Users can create a hypothetical mom paycheck and mom pay stub, which can be printed and emailed to family and friends for Mother's Day. " 

	The Working Mom's Salary 
	 
	 

	Mom Job Title
	Mom's Work Week (hours)
	Mom's Salary
(dollars) 

	 
	 
	 

	Housekeeper
	7.2
	$3,577

	Day Care Center Teacher
	7.2
	$4,961

	Computer Operator
	7.2
	$5,658

	Cook
	6.5
	$5,191

	CEO
	4.6
	$39,397

	Laundry Machine Operator
	4.2
	$1,964

	Facilities Manager
	3.5
	$6,945

	Psychologist
	3.5
	$6,440

	Janitor
	3.1
	$1,827

	Van Driver
	2.8
	$2,223

	Total Hours 
	49.8
	$78,183

	 
	 
	 

	Mom Base Pay
	40
	$62,798

	Mom Overtime Hours 
	9.8
	$23,078

	 
	 
	 

	Total Mom Salary 
	49.8
	$85,876

	Average Hours of Sleep
	6.4
	 


	The Stay-at-Home Mom's Salary 
	 
	 

	Mom Job Title
	Mom's Work Week (hours)
	Mom's Salary
(dollars) 

	 
	 
	 

	Housekeeper
	22.1
	$10,980

	Day Care Center Teacher
	15.7
	$10,817

	Cook
	13.6
	$10,862

	Computer Operator
	9.1
	$7,151

	Laundry Machine Operator
	6.7
	$3,133

	Janitor
	6.3
	$3,713

	Facilities manager
	5.8
	$11,508

	Van Driver
	4.2
	$3,334

	CEO
	4.2
	$35,971

	Psychologist
	3.9
	$7,176

	Total Hours 
	91.6
	$104,646

	 
	 
	 

	Mom Base Pay
	40
	$45,697

	Mom Overtime Hours 
	51.6
	$88,424

	 
	 
	 

	Total Mom Salary 
	91.6
	$134,121

	Average Hours of Sleep
	6.7
	 


