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Is Hell Really Forever?
Introduction:
1.
The following are some of the cults listed by John Ankerberg and John Weldon in Facts on Life after Death. Listed also is each group’s divisive opinion about both heaven and hell along with its founder’s quotations.  (cited in:  Maurice S. Rawlings, M.D., To Hell and Back, pp. 81-83)

· Christian Science, founded by spiritist Mary Baker Eddy, teaches that “there is no death.” They believe that “heaven and hell are states of thought, not places. People experience their own heaven or hell right here on earth.”

· New Age cult leader Sun Myung Moon of The Unification Church believes that “God will not desert any person eternally. By some means...they will be restored.”

· Mormonism, founded by occultist Joseph Smith, argues, “The false doctrine that the punishment to be visited upon erring souls is endless...is but a dogma of unauthorized and erring sectarians, at once unscriptural, unreasonable, and revolting.”

· Jehovah’s Witnesses, founded by Charles Taze Russell maintains that the wicked are forever annihilated because “the teaching about a fiery hell can rightly be designated as a ‘teaching of demons.’”

· Unitarian Universalism confesses the following: “It seems safe to say that no Unitarian Universalist believes in a resurrection of the body, a literal heaven or hell, or any kind of eternal punishment.”

2.
Americans Describe Their Views About Life After Death – Barna Research, October 21, 2003  (http://www.barna.org/FlexPage.aspx?Page=BarnaUpdate&BarnaUpdateID=150)

· 71% believe that Hell exists
· 39% - “a state of eternal separation from God’s presence” (39%) 
· 32% - “an actual place of torment and suffering where people’s souls go after death.”
· 13% - “Hell is just a symbol of an unknown bad outcome after death” 
· 16% - “not sure” 
3.
US News & World Report (January 31, 2000) polled the American population asking:  

· “Do you think there is a hell?”
· 64% Yes
· 25% No
· 9% Don’t know

· “What comes closest to your idea of hell?”
· 53% Anguished state of existence eternally separated from God
· 34% Where people suffer eternal fiery torments
· 11% Don’t know

4.
In the age of terrorism and fear, it almost seems politically incorrect to bring up the subject of hell, even in church.

· Spurgeon:  “There are some ministers who never mention anything about hell. I heard of a minister who once said to his congregation—“If you do not love the Lord Jesus Christ you will be sent to that place which it is not polite to mention.” He ought not to have been allowed to preach again, I am sure, if he could not use plain words. Now, if I saw that house on fire over there, do you think I would stand and say, “I believe the operation of combustion is proceeding yonder!” No; I would call out, “Fire! Fire!” and then everybody would know what I meant.”  (“Heaven & Hell”)

· The general public believe in hell’s reality more than the liberal scholars and several evangelical scholars

· Muslims believe in 7 hells – 1 is reserved for Christians (Franz)

· Jesus speaks more of hell than any other topic
· Jesus refers to hell 14x
· Peter 3x, James 1x

5.
To Understand Hell Is To Appreciate What Christ Did On The Cross

Ie/  In the Pioneer days, men could not outrun a coming prairie fire.  Not even the fastest horses could not outrun the fire.  So they would take a match and burn the grass in the area surrounding them.  So when the fire came, it could not burn the area that was burned already.  The pioneers weren’t afraid because it would not pass over where the previous fire was/

· Similarly, Jesus Christ endured the burning of judgment that we all deserved.  We can rest securely in Him when judgment comes, because He endured our flames of judgment.

I.
The Examination Of Hell
A.
Biblical Phrases For Hell


1.
Sheol (Hebrew) – 62x (31x “hell”, 31x “grave”, 3x “pit”)

· Hollow, deep place


2.
Hades (Greek) – 11x – the Greek equivalent to sheol
· ha = “not”; des = “seen”
· an unseen, hidden place

3.
Gehenna (Gr) –  12x
· This word is a reference to the Valley on Hinnom outside the Southern walls of Jerusalem that was used as a garbage dump.  In this garbage dump, fire burned continually.

· This word is the most intense word for hell

· Jesus used this word more than anyone else

· Mt 5:22,29,30; 10:28; 18:9; 23:15,33; Mk 9:43,45,47; Lk 12:5; Jas 3:6

· It is also used to describe the lake of fire (Rev 19:20; 20:10,14-15)


4.
Tartarus
2 Peter 2:4  “For if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment for if God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment”



- “cast them down to hell” = tartaroo (only place in NT this verb is found)

- reference to Tartarus, a place the Greeks considered lower than Hades as a place of judgment

B.
Biblical Pictures Of Hell

Luke 16:22-26  22So it was that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels to Abraham’s bosom. The rich man also died and was buried. 23And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. 24“Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ 25But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented. 26And besides all this, between us and you there is a great gulf fixed, so that those who want to pass from here to you cannot, nor can those from there pass to us.’ 

· Torment (23)

· Vision (23)

· Conscious communication (24)

· Burning (24)

· Thirst (24)

· Fixed position (26)

· Hell Fire (Mt 5:22)
· Outer Darkness (Mt 8:12)
· Fiery Furnace (Mt 13:41-42, 50)
· Darkness (Mt 25:30)
· Eternal Fire (Mt 25:41)
· Eternal Punishment (Mt 25:46)
· Eternal Destruction (2 Th 1:9)
· Prison (1 Pet 3:19; Rev 20:7)
· Chains (2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6; Rev 20:1)
· Stripes (Lk 12:48)
· Blackest Darkness (2 Pet 1:17)
· Lake of Fire  (Lk 21:8)
· Second Death (Rev 21:8)
· Bottomless Pit or Abyss (Rev 9:2,11; 11:7; 17:8)
· Torment (Rev 14:10-11)
· Wrath Of God (Rom 2:5)
· Eternal Sin (Mk 3:29)
· Worm (Isa 14:11; 66:24; Mk 9:44,46,48)
C.
Biblical Purposes Of Hell

1.
Hell Is God’s Judgment For Sin

Revelation 21:8  “But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

2.
Hell Is Eternal Separation From God’s Presence

1 Thessalonians 1:9  “These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power”

· Hell is described as “outer-darkness” (Mt 8:12; 22:13; 25:30; Lk 13:28) – as it is outside of the light of God

3.
Hell Is The Experience Of God’s Wrath
Revelation 14:10  He himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 
· Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”:  “The wrath of God burns against them, their damnation does no slumber; the pit is prepared, the fire is made ready, the furnace is now hot, ready to receive them; the flames do now rage and glow.  The glittering sword is whet, and held over them, and the pit hath opened its mouth under them.”

4.
The Torment Is Unquenched Fire

· Valley of Hinnom in the OT was a place of idolatry, later it became a garbage pit in NT times



- there was continual fire and smell

Mark 9:47-48  “It is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, rather than having two eyes, to be cast into hell fire -- where 'Their worm does not die, And the fire is not quenched.'”  

· The worm pictures an continuous consumption by worms

Revelation 14:11 "And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name."


Q:  Why does God use fire?

· Bible contrasts thirst and fire.  God created man for the purpose of loving and longing after God.  When man chooses to defy God – he faces the opposite of the bliss of thirsting after God.  He faces fire.

Luke 16:23-25  “And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom. Then he cried and said, ‘Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame.’ But Abraham said, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things; but now he is comforted and you are tormented.’”

· Evangelist Sam Jones (1847-1906):  “There are not enough millionaires in hell tonight to buy a drop of water to cool their parched tongues.”  (quoted by Franz)

5.
Hell Was Originally Prepared To Eternally Punish The Devil & Demons
Matthew 25:41  “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels’”

6.
Hell’s Agony Is Consciously Experienced
Matthew 13:42,50  “will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth”
· There is a difference between weeping & wailing

· Weeping is mourning over a loss

· Wailing is the ache of desiring something you can’t have

· There will be weeping of regret to not trust Christ, live for God, regret of sin

· There will be wailing because of the suffering

· The gnashing of teeth, according to commentator Hendrickson, “denotes excruciating 
pain and frenzied anger”

7.
Hell Is A Place Of Pain, Misery, Frustration And Anger
Revelation 14:10-11  10he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.” 

8.
Hell Has Various Degrees Of Punishment

Matthew 11:22-24  22But I say to you, it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon in the day of judgment than for you. 23And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be brought down to Hades; for if the mighty works which were done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. 24But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 

· The fact that judgment is more tolerable for Tyre & Sidon and Sodom than for the other 3 cities clarifies that there are degrees of punishment

Luke 12:48  But he who did not know, yet committed things deserving of stripes, shall be beaten with few. For everyone to whom much is given, from him much will be required; and to whom much has been committed, of him they will ask the more. 

· This could emphasize the judgment of hell and is perhaps suggesting degrees of hell that increase levels of punishment.

D.
Biblically Described People In Hell

1.  
Satan (Rev 20:10)
Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.


2.
The Beast & False Prophet (Rev 20:10)
Revelation 20:10  And the devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are.  And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.


3.
Evil Angels (2 Pet 2:4)
2 Peter 2:4  For...God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast them down to hell and delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved for judgment.”

4.
Humans Who Did Not Trust In Christ (Rev 20:15; Mt 5:30; 10:28; 18:9; Lk 12:46; Jn 3:36)
Revelation 20:15  And anyone not found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

· both the soul & body go to hell (Mt 10:28; cf. 5:30; 18:9)


John 3:36  He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.” 

· Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners At The Hand Of An Angry God”:  "There is nothing that keeps wicked men at any one moment out of hell but the mere pleasure of God. There is no lack in God’s power to cast wicked men into hell at any moment. They deserve to be cast into hell so divine justice never stands in the way. They are now the objects of that very same anger and wrath that is expressed in the torments of hell. Yea God is a great deal more angry with great numbers that are now on earth, yea doubtless with some who re-read this book who may be at ease than He is with many of those who are now in the flames of hell."

Revelation 14:9-11 9Then a third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, “If anyone worships the beast and his image, and receives his mark on his forehead or on his hand, 10he himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. 11And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night, who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”

II.
The Eternality Of Hell
A.
The Biblical Claim Of Hell’s Eternality

1.
Hell Is Proclaimed Everlasting

Revelation 14:10-11  “He himself shall also drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out full strength into the cup of His indignation. He shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment ascends forever and ever; and they have no rest day or night”

· The fate of those who worship the beast in the tribulation
· Annihilationists will claim that the smoke is from the remnants of the wicked being burnt up in annihilation, but the verse says that it comes from their torment and that it lasts for ever and ever

Revelation 20:10  And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.

Hebrews 6:1-2  “Therefore, leaving the discussion of the elementary principles of Christ, let us go on to perfection, not laying again the foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, of the doctrine of baptisms, of laying on of hands, of resurrection of the dead, and of eternal judgment.”


2.
Hell Is Comparatively As Everlasting As Heaven 

Matthew 25:46 "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

Daniel 12:1-2  “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, some to shame and everlasting contempt.”

· Charles Spurgeon:  “The reward of the righteous is to be of no longer continuance than the punishment of the wicked.  Both are described as ‘everlasting’ in the same verse (Matthew 25:35), spoken by the same sacred lips; and as the ‘punishment’ is made out to be only age-lasting,’ so must the ‘life’ be.”  (“Progressive Theology”, The Sword and the Trowel, p. 158, 1888)

B.
The Biased Challenge Against Hell’s Eternality
· The Difference Between Annihilation & Conditional Immortality
· Annihilationism – The eradication of the soul upon death
· Christian Science denies the existence of matter, so they don’t believe in the eternal state
· Liberals deny resurrection of the body
· Jehovah’s Witness also believe in the annihilation of the wicked

· Ellen G. White:  “It is in mercy to the universe that God will finally destroy the rejecters of His grace.”  
· “The position of annihilationism probably comes primarily from a desire to defend the character and actions of a God who is loving and gracious.  It is felt by annihilationists that God would have to be viewed as cruel and vindictive if He allowed people to suffer in torment forever and ever.  In the opinion of some, God would be some sort of monster akin to Satan.  With this as a basis, they attempt to modify the traditional interpretation of Scripture texts and to tie in the traditional view of eternal punishment with Greek philosophy.”  (Paul Benware, Understanding End Times Prophecy, pp. 304-305)
· Conditional Immortality – The souls of the unsaved are punished in hell then ultimately annihilated
· Proponents:  Philip E. Hughes, Clark Pinnock, John R. W. Stott, John W. Wenham
· John Stott:  “The ultimate annihilation of the wicked should at least be accepted as a legitimate, biblically founded alternative to their eternal, conscious torment”
· Clark Pinnock:  “How can one imagine for a moment that God, who gave his Son to die for sinners because of his great love for them, would install a torture chamber somewhere in the new creation in order to subject those who reject him to everlasting pain.”

1.
A Loving God Would Never Punish His Enemies Eternally

· “Pinnock claims that the traditional view "offends our moral sense." Scripture tells us that God is love and "[o]ur moral intuition agrees with this. There is a powerful moral revulsion against the traditional doctrine of the nature of hell. Everlasting torture is intolerable from a moral point of view. . . . How can one love a God like that?" But this is not argument, exegetical or otherwise. We are supposed to reject the traditional doctrine simply by the repetition of Pinnock's moral revulsion at the very idea.”  (quoted by Horton)

2.
It Is Emotionally Repulsive For God To Punish Eternally In A Torture Chamber

· "Hans Kung [German Roman Catholic theologian] poses a hard question: 'What would we think of a human being who satisfied his thirst for revenge so implacably and insatiably?' . . . Torturing people forever is an action easier to associate with Satan than with God, measured by ordinary moral standards and/or by the Gospel. And what human crimes could possibly deserve everlasting conscious torture?"  (quoted by Pinnock)
3.
Eternal Punishment Is Disproportionate To The Sins Committed In A Short Time On Earth.

- they also try to make a point that because man is finite – that man’s judgment should be finite – not good reasoning here


Response:

· “Man, when he sins, transgresses not a finite, temporal law, but the infinite, eternal law derived from God’s own nature.”  (Fisher)

· “[Jonathan] Edwards argued that because God is ‘a Being of infinite greatness, majesty, and glory,’ He is therefore ‘infinitely honorable’ and worthy of absolute obedience.  ‘Sin against God, being a violation of infinite obligations, must be a crime infinitely heinous, and deserving of infinite punishment.’” (Groothuis, p. 8)

4.
Fire Is A Picture Of Total Consumption, Therefore Annihilation.

Response:  The Scriptures graphically depict conscious torment in 
the fires of hell (weeping and gnashing of teeth – Mt 13:41-42, 49-50; torment – Luke 16), not annihilation.

5.
“Death” And “Destruction” Refers To Annihilation, Not Continuous Torment.

Matthew 10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. But rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 

· John Stott:  “If to kill is to deprive the body of life, hell would seem to be the deprivation of both physical and spiritual life, that is, an extinction of being.”…. “It would seem strange . . . if people who are said to suffer destruction are in fact not destroyed.”  (as quoted by Harsch, p. 3)


Response:  Death is separation, not cessation.  (Gen 3:22-24; Eph 2;1,12)

Ephesians 2:1,12  “And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins…at that time you were without Christ”

· Apollumi (to destroy) and apoleia (destruction) means “ruin”, not “cessation”



- apollumi can be used figuratively




Romans 14:15 – ruined relationship with brother in Christ




Luke 5:37 – wineskins ruined, but still exist

· Olethros (“destroy” in 2 Thess 1:9) also means destruction, not extinction

6.
“Eternal” Is Figurative

Matthew 25:46 "And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."

· Response:  “Eternal” (aionios) means eternal.  For it to mean two different things in one sentence would be an interpretive fallacy.
· Matthew 25:46 – “eternal punishment…eternal life”
· traditionalists hold to the eternality of eternal
· conditionalists say that Jesus is not defining the nature of eternal life or death, but merely stating 2 destinies (not necessarily conditional)

· Matthew uses aionios only to refer to immeasurable time, though it could mean a long time
· Evangelicals are comfortable with using this word for eternal life (Jn 3:16) and the “eternal God” (Rom 16:26), but not with hell?  This is inconsistent!

7.
Christians Who Believe In Immortality Are Polluted By The Greek Philosopher’s Concept Of Immortality.  Only God Is Immortal And Permits Only Believers To Be Immortal.

- Annihilationists believe that Tertullian and Augustine polluted Christian theology with Plato’s concept of the immortality of the soul.  

Response:  But Plato also believed in the preexistence of the soul.  This doesn’t deny the aspects of Biblical teaching on hell.

C.
The Implications Of Denying The Eternality Of Hell
1.
The Death Of Christ Is Degraded.  

· Christ didn’t suffer annihilation for us, He suffered the equivalent of an eternity in hell for us.

· James Mook:  “It may lead to the belief that Christ was annihilated, since in His death He paid the penalty for sin – which, in annihilationism, is cessation of all existence.  If so, then the Son of God would either have been temporarily non-existent, and the Trinity would have had only two members – or the human and divine natures would have been temporarily divided.  And if, in response, it is argued that Jesus need have suffered only a token punishment for sin, rather than annihilation, then again, God’s holiness and justice – the content and meaning of Christ’s payment – would be diminished.” (p. 21)
2.
The Attributes Of God Are Distorted

· Annihiliationists exalt the attribute of love over justice and wrath
· This exalts human emotion and reasoning above Scriptural teaching
· In an attempt to exalt the love of God, the love of God is actually diminished
· In light of hell as a result of God’s justice and wrath, God’s love is greater when we understand His mercy and grace through Christ’s death and suffering for us – that’s the greater love that no man has
· There is no love without wrath

· “Only by understanding hell can we grasp the immensity of God’s love.  God’s love took His Son to the hell of the cross for our sake.  This is a costly love, a bloody love, that has no parallel in any of the world’s religions.  Although other religions (particularly Islam) threaten hell, none offer the sure deliverance from it that Christianity offers through the sacrificial love of God Himself.”  (Groothuis, p. 53)

· E.H. Gifford:  “Human love here offers a true analogy: the more a father loves his son, the more he hates in him the drunkard, the liar, the traitor.”  (quoted by Keller)

· Billy Graham:  “If God does not judge us, He will have to apologize to Sodom and Gomorrah.”
3.
The Importance Of Evangelism Is Devalued

Luke 16:27-31  “Then he said, ‘I beg you therefore, father, that you would send him to my father’s house, ‘for I have five brothers, that he may testify to them, lest they also come to this place of torment.’ Abraham said to him, ‘They have Moses and the prophets; let them hear them.’ And he said, ‘No, father Abraham; but if one goes to them from the dead, they will repent.’ But he said to him, ‘If they do not hear Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded though one rise from the dead.’ ”

- the rich man, now in hell, wanted his 5 brothers warned by sending a dead man from hell to tell him about the torment

- Abraham said that the teaching of Moses and the prophets is sufficient – and if they don’t believe the Scriptures, they won’t believe a witness

· “Preaching that downplays God’s wrath does not enhance evangelism; it undermines it.  The urgency of the gospel is utterly lost when the preacher denies the reality or severity of everlasting punishment.  The authority of Scripture is compromised when so much of Christ’s clear message must be denied or explained away.  The seriousness of sin is depreciated by this teaching.”  (John MacArthur, Ashamed of the Gospel, p. 65)
· When people become more comfortable with the idea that the punishment for sin is temporary or diminished, there is little urgency or necessity to respond to the Gospel

· Charles Spurgeon:  “Do not begin telling me that there is a metaphorical fire in hell.  Who worries about that?  If a man were to threaten to give me a metaphorical blow on the head, I should worry very little about it.”
4.
The Responsibility Of The Sinner Is Diminished

· What motivation does the sinner have to come deal with his/her sin if annihilation is a comforting end?

· “Logically, annihilation is not a punishment at all but something that could be quite desirable to the wicked.  Nonexistence is certainly not an adequate punishment for sin, and the wicked would not feel constrained to cease sinning if that is all they faced.”  (Benware, p. 305)

· “It is important to be clear where the arguments commonly used to get rid of hell logically takes us.  If logically there is no place for hell, then where is the logic looking for heaven?”  (Morris, p. 37)

· Annihilation is no punishment.

· People go to hell because they choose to

John 3:18-19  “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.”

John 3:36  “He who believes in the Son has everlasting life; and he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him.”
· C.S. Lewis  “Hell…begins with a grumbling mood, and yourself still distinct from it: perhaps even criticizing it…You can repent and come out of it again.  l  But there may come a day when you can do that no longer.  Then there will be no you left to criticize the mood or even enjoy it, but just the grumble itself going on forever like a machine.” (quoted by Keller)


- one road leads to destruction, the other road leads to life


- Which will you choose?
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