When God Uses Ordinary People To Do The Extraordinary, God Gets The Glory

The Faith Of Joseph & Mary

I.
Why God Puts Us In Situations To Be Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary (Lk 1:26-35)
A.
The More Difficult The Circumstance, The Greater Opportunity There Is For God To Glorify Himself (Luke 1:26-37)
B.
The More Arduous The Assignment, The Greater The Dedication Is Required (38)

C.
The Greater The Opportunity For Fear, The Greater The Opportunity There Is For Faith (39-55)

II.
How God Enables Us To Be More Than The Average Joe (Mt 1:18-25)
A.
We Need Extraordinary Righteousness To Withstand The Extraordinary Wickedness Of Our Day (18-19)

B.
We Need Extraordinary Courage To Exercise Faith In God When His Call Counters Human Reason And Tradition (20)

C.
We Need Extraordinary Ears To Hear God’s Voice From Among The Cacophony Of The World (20-23)

D.
We Need Extraordinary Obedience To Follow God’s Leading When Public Pressure Pulls Us In Different Directions (24)

E.
We Need Extraordinary Self-Control To Maintain Our Purity In God’s Course For Our Lives (25)

Conclusion:
1.
God wants to use you uniquely

2.
God wants us to trust Him explicitly

3.
God wants to save you eternally

When God Uses Ordinary People To Do The Extraordinary, God Gets The Glory
The Faith Of Joseph & Mary

1.
The birth of our 4th daughter has been an extraordinary adventure.  Her two month premature birth was a unique circumstance for us bringing us to our knees in prayer.  Yet as difficult as that was, we know other families have it much worse.

2.
Joseph and Mary may not have had the most difficult medical challenge in history, but they had the most awkward and unique pregnancy in history.

· Virgin Conception

· Bearing the Son of God

· It was a trial for both Mary and Joseph, but at the end of it – it was absolutely glorious.

· The more impossible the trial is for man, the more we can say “It is possible with God.”
3.
Some of you are going through unique and tumultuous trials at this time.  The outlook is so obscure or a promising verdict seems impossible.  Those are the times God relishes to make His strength perfected in our weaknesses.
I.
Why God Puts Us In Situations To Be Mary, Mary, Quite Contrary (Lk 1:26-35)
· As a Protestant, I do not agree with the degree that Mary has been venerated by the Roman Catholic Church
· they believe that she never sinned – because how could a sinner give birth to Christ
· they believe that she remained a perpetual virgin – yet the Bible records that she had sons and daughters after giving birth to Jesus – including James & Jude who contributed books to the New Testament
· they believe that praying to Mary will make God more favorable to our prayers – when the Bible never talks about praying to Mary, or that Mary occupies the throne of God, or has greater ability to convince her Son to listen to us
· in fact the Bible teaches that there is only One mediator between man and God – not Mary, but Jesus Himself

· But because the Protestants see the Catholic view of Mary as so extreme in her elevation, sometimes we try to go the opposite way – even to the point of knocking down Mary and failing to appreciate her in the same way that the Lord has appreciated her

· Mary was not the giver of divinity to Jesus.  All of the conception was done by God.  But could you imagine her role as the theodokus (mother of God) – at least when she was raising Christ as a child?

· When she was pregnant, she contained a perfect man that was fully God
· every one’s so excited with a precious pregnancy – how much more knowing that in your womb you were housing the very Son of God
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· when she was nursing, burping, making baby clothes – it was for the ultimate successor to King David’s throne
· when she was teaching dinner table manners, she was telling it to the Giver and Designer of all morality
· when she told toddler Jesus how to behave before the priests – she actually knew He was more superior than all the priests
· when she would Him bedtime stories about how God delivered Israel out of Egypt, it was her Pre-Existent Son that led Moses through the wilderness
· or about Daniel in the Lion’s den – it was her Son that protected him

· For Those of us who are parents, it is awe-inspiring to think what our children will become
· Well, Mary had special knowledge of Who her baby was and what He will become

· There must have been perks 
· she never spanked Him because of sin – because He never sinned (He couldn’t sin)
· she never had to worry about him being demanding at Toys R Us, or to quit goofing around in the synagogue
· if she ever had any questions about the Bible (OT), she could ask her Son

· But could you imagine the awe that Mary had

A.
The More Difficult The Circumstance, The Greater Opportunity There Is For God To Glorify Himself (Luke 1:26-37)
Luke 1:26-37 26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women!” 29But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. 30Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.” 34Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?” 35And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. 37For with God nothing will be impossible.”

- a young lady – late teens to early 20’s



- parents fix them up around 12-13 – but Mary showed great adult maturity


- betrothed to Joseph – legally married – but not consummate the marriage



- Betrothal is a legal commitment of marriage before the eyes of God and the family



- usually would last 12 months – groom would prepare a home for his wife
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- come for her, bring her to his house, celebrate with a banquet (sometimes last 7 days)



- then consummate the marriage

· Mary was at the time of betrothal


v.28  angel Gabriel 

– have joy – even when your friends who don’t understand why you’re pregnant when you haven’t shared a bed with Joseph yet

- why?  because 1) you are highly favored by God, 2)  God has a special purpose for you, and 3) no other woman in the history of mankind will have the opportunity you will have

- “blessed are you among woman” – notice not above all women – as some religions would like to place her

v.29 – perplexed – wouldn’t you be?

v.31 – announcement – she will give birth to a Son – the angel’s wording was not as if to prophecy this event as after her marriage consummates, but immediately

Question 1:  How can I be pregnant if I have never been engaged physically with a man?


v.32 – called Son of the Highest – that’s God, succeed David’s throne – which was vacant now, but God prophesied that a Messiah would rule on David’s throne


Question 2:  What can I do as the mother of this Messiah?

v.33 – He will reign forever, Kingdom no end

- as if she’s not confused already

Question 3:  Will Herod and Caesar give up their thrones to Him and for how long?

v.34 – but first things first – how am I going to get pregnant again



- the first invitro fertilization (I guess) – HS will plant a seed

· God's allows impossible situations so He can demonstrate His power.

· in Luke's Gospel account of the Angel Gabriel instructing Mary that the 



Holy Spirit will plant a seed in her 

· she wondered "How can this be, since I do not know a man?" (2:34)

· Gabriel replied "For with God nothing will be impossible"

· How would God save my stubborn parents?  - it seems impossible
· How could I ever recover from cancer or a stroke? - it seems impossible



IE/   
- purchasing this church building would be humanly impossible




- seeing my mom have a devotional with dad seemed improbable




- me becoming a Christian seemed unlikely
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B.
The More Arduous The Assignment, The Greater The Dedication Is Required (38)

Luke 1:38 38Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

- great humility and submission of Mary


- Mary’s Fiat (usually think of a car)



- fiat = Latin for “command”

- she issues a command to the angel – kind of a strange thing to do, but this demonstrates her total dedication to an unusual task


- she words her phrase in command form – “Let it be to me according to your Word.”


- sign me up, enlist me, Here I am – use me


- take me as God’s servant to be used in whatever way God commands

- many of us usually walk around with sunken shoulders wondering if we should dedicate ourselves to God because we don’t think that we can really be used of God



- don’t think that you can be used in this world, in this church, in your workplace

- Mary, a simple, young teen most likely, was commanding the angel to sign her up for God’s most unique task

- should we not have the same response, for a normal task asked of believers


- disciple a new believer


- be faithful at church


- share the good news of Christ

- we ought to say – Lord, I insist that you use me in whatever way you want for I am your servant!


- this is great faith – God lets us go to the Lion’s Den to show that He protects us



- the fiery furnace so that we learn to trust Him over the circumstance


- God doesn’t want us to have a tamed faith
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C.
The Greater The Opportunity For Fear, The Greater The Opportunity There Is For Faith (39-55)
Luke 1:39-55 39Now Mary arose in those days and went into the hill country with haste, to a city of Judah, 40and entered the house of Zacharias and greeted Elizabeth. 41And it happened, when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, that the babe leaped in her womb; and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 42Then she spoke out with a loud voice and said, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 43But why is this granted to me, that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 44For indeed, as soon as the voice of your greeting sounded in my ears, the babe leaped in my womb for joy. 45Blessed is she who believed, for there will be a fulfillment of those things which were told her from the Lord.” 46And Mary said: “My soul magnifies the Lord, 47And my spirit has rejoiced in God my Savior. 48For He has regarded the lowly state of His maidservant; For behold, henceforth all generations will call me blessed. 49For He who is mighty has done great things for me, And holy is His name. 50And His mercy is on those who fear Him From generation to generation. 51He has shown strength with His arm; He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 52He has put down the mighty from their thrones, And exalted the lowly. 53He has filled the hungry with good things, And the rich He has sent away empty. 54He has helped His servant Israel, In remembrance of His mercy, 55As He spoke to our fathers, To Abraham and to his seed forever.”

· God's plans are superior to man's plans so we know He's in control. 

· Do you think Joseph & Mary felt in control in this situation?  No way?

· You and I love to be in control of our lives.

· We feel defeated when things don't go the way we plan

- she meets up with her cousin Elizabeth – quite elevated in age – but God miraculously opened her womb that her and Zacharias could give birth to a son – John the Baptist

- Mary visits her – and you know what it’s like when 2 pregnant women talk – lots of joy buzzing


- Mary is not shaking in her boots – in fact she bursts out in a song

ie/  Orel Hershhizer – pitch for Dodgers in World Series (before I liked him as a Giant), when nervous – he would break out singing the doxology on the mound “Praise God for whom all blessings flow…”


- Mary did this as well with Elizabeth


- called the Magnificat of Mary 

- though about to be ridiculed by all the other friends in high school

- though her very own parents would be troubled but would never send her to Planned Parenthood or counsel an abortion,
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- her thoughts weren’t on what the Polls would say, but on what the truth was – she was faithful to God morally, she was chosen by God specifically, she was God’s servant eternally


v.36 – my soul magnifies the Lord – glorify Him in whatever I do

v.37 “My Savior” – she recognizes that she is a sinner – requiring a Savior, she is not to be overly venerated to a point where she robs Jesus Christ of the full worship He deserves in any church

II.
How God Enables Us To Be More Than The Average Joe
Matthew 1:18-25 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly. 20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.” 24Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife, 25and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.
A.
We Need Extraordinary Righteousness To Withstand The Extraordinary Wickedness Of Our Day (18-19)
Matthew 1:18-19 18Now the birth of Jesus Christ was as follows: After His mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the Holy Spirit. 19Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not wanting to make her a public example, was minded to put her away secretly.
· John Ortberg writes in a Christianity Today column:  “Joseph, Scripture says, was a righteous man. There's a rich history behind this idea. The Hebrew word for a righteous man is tsaddîyq. Joseph was a tsaddîyq, and this means he was known for his uncompromising obedience to the Torah, the law of Moses. (For some of this concept I'm indebted to an article by Scott McKnight, a New Testament scholar.) 

· “Joseph didn't eat unclean food. He didn't mix with the wrong kinds of people. He didn't keep his carpentry shop open on the Sabbath to make a few extra drachmas. He was a tsaddîyq; that was his identity. Everybody knew this about him. Nobody invited Joseph over to have ham sandwiches with tax collectors and prostitutes. He was what people wanted to be. Like a businessman in our day wants to be a CEO, or like an athlete wants to be an all-star, an Israelite wanted to be a tsaddîyq. Becoming one meant you were admired and looked up to. Then you were somebody. And that was Joseph.
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· “But now he's a tsaddîyq with a problem. The girl he has promised to marry is going to have a baby, and whoever the father is, Joseph knows it's not him. Nazareth is a small town, and as a general rule, word gets around in a small town. So we have a tsaddîyq and a pregnant fiancée in a small village where, as a general rule, everybody knows everybody's business.”
(John Ortberg, “There's Something About Joseph,” Christianity Today Newsletter,
http://www.christianitytoday.com/leaders/newsletter/2006/cln61127.html)
B.
We Need Extraordinary Courage To Exercise Faith In God When His Call Counters Human Reason And Tradition (20)
Matthew 1:20  20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit.
Proverbs 3:5-6 5Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding; 6In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.
· Problem 1:  Difficulty giving Him all my heart

· Problem 2:  Difficulty not  trusting in my own reasoning

· Problem 3:  Difficulty acknowledging Him in every area of your life


- Mary - miraculously conceived through the HS - Savior would be born


- Joseph & Mary - betrothed (legally married, not formally consummated)


- Joseph - decent - not want to deal with matter publicly



Options:  divorce, stone to death, keep her


- Instructed by an angel to obey God and marry Mary that all may be merry

**Can you imagine what went on through Joseph's mind?:

· I've never had an angel speak to me in a dream before, how do I know if that was reality or just my imagination running away from me?

· How do I know that was a real angel?  Where were the wings?

· This virgin birth stuff only happens in the movies and fairy tales – why are we the first to go through this biological impossibility?

· What will my mother say?

· What will her folks say?

· What will the neighborhood think?  Everyone knows we're married but haven't been together physically yet - this is headline news!!

· How could she do this to me?

· How could God allow this to happen to us - we've been so faithful?

· How do you raise a King?

· How do you raise up the Son of God?

· Would Jesus need to go to school if He knows everything?

· Would He come out as an adult? - I mean nothing else has been normal so far!

· Do you think Joseph had a lot of questions?  YES

· Do you think Joseph's doubts held him back from trusting God?  NO
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C.
We Need Extraordinary Ears To Hear God’s Voice From Among The Cacophony Of The World (20-23)

Matthew 1:20-23 20But while he thought about these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take to you Mary your wife, for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Spirit. 21And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name Jesus, for He will save His people from their sins.” 22So all this was done that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the Lord through the prophet, saying: 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
· There were a lot of traditions, opinions and worldviews pounding on Joseph’s mind
· But he focused on hearing God’s messenger and God’s Word (Isa 7:14)

· He could have divorced her, stoned her or put her away quietly.

· He had to think about what everyone was thinking and preserving his name

· But he didn’t listen to image consultants on how to preserve himself – he listened to God

D.
We Need Extraordinary Obedience To Follow God’s Leading When Public Pressure Pulls Us In Different Directions (24)

Matthew 1:24  24Then Joseph, being aroused from sleep, did as the angel of the Lord commanded him and took to him his wife
· Key word:  “did”

· He was obedient

· Peer pressure, public preservation and survival instincts could have led his to put away his wife, but he didn’t.  He followed God.
· In a culture where misstating earnings, taking short cuts on a project and cheating are commonplace – Joseph did the right thing to remain “righteous”

E.
We Need Extraordinary Self-Control To Maintain Our Purity In God’s Course For Our Lives (25)

Matthew 1:25  25and did not know her till she had brought forth her firstborn Son. And he called His name Jesus.
· Joseph and Mary could have compromised sexually

· She was already pregnant

· They were technically married

· But Joseph demonstrated self control

· Associated Press ran an article on a survey by the Guttmacher Institute where 9 out of 10 Americans have had premarital sex – going back to 1940’s.
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Conclusion:
1.
God wants to use you uniquely
· Mary was so intent on serving God, she even uttered a command God to use her for His purpose as His dedicate servant

2.
God wants us to trust Him explicitly

3.
God wants to save you eternally

· Jesus Christ is coming to save us

· Mary knew she needed a Savior 

· she knew she would give birth to a Man who came to die for our sins

· in fact Mary watched her precious son die on the cross at 33 years of age

· if anyone could have protested His sinlessness, it would be her

· but she knew He was perfect as a man – to be a perfect sacrifice

· she also knew He was God – to make this sacrifice effective for all who believe

