Preventing Pushover Parenting
1.
Parents Are To Train The Child, Not The Other Way Around
Proverbs 22:6 6Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
2.
Teach Your Children That They Are Ultimately Accountable To God
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
3.
Teach Your Children That They Are Part Of The Community, Not The Center Of It

1 Timothy 5:4 4But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.
4.
Your Primary Aim For Your Children Is To Be Well-Grounded (Spiritually), Not Well-Rounded (Secularly)
Psalm 127:3-5 3Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 5Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.
5.
Limit Your Children’s Choices Then Gradually Expand As They Prove To Be Faithful
Luke 16:10-12 10He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 11Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own?
6.
Let The Bible Determine Your Discipline Methods, Not Culture
Proverbs 22:15 15Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.
a.
Define The Boundaries And The Punishment 

b.
Distinguish Between Childish Behavior And Willful Rebellion

c.
Don’t Threaten A Discipline That You Will Not Follow Through On Or The Child Knows You Don’t Mean What You Say
d.
Employ Spankings For Appropriate Offenses
e.
Don’t Spank On Impulse Or In Anger
f.
2 Rules Of Spanking:  Location, Location
g.
Be Reasonable With Expectations

h.
Follow-up With Affection And Forgiveness

Preventing Pushover Parenting

1.
Parents Are To Train The Child, Not The Other Way Around

Proverbs 22:6 6Train up a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not depart from it.
· “Train up” = Heb. Chanak
· chanak’s Heb. etymology is peculiar – “to rub the gullet”

- ancient parents would rub the gullet of a newborn with blood, saliva or a sacred liquid to help the child breathe and swallow

· chanak has 3 different meaning depending on the context

1) To Restrict:  enforcing rules, stetting guidelines and limits for the child’s protection

2) To Train:  as to prepare for battle with conditioning and skill building

3) To Dedicate:  set apart for God’s service

· chanak is the root word for Chanukah or Hanukkah which means “initiation or dedication”

· ie/  Wes Haystead wrote:  “The rites of dedication declared that the object or place or person was special, out of the ordinary, set apart for God’s service.  Taken in this sense, the proverb is telling parents to make a conscious, even public commitment that their child belongs to God and will be raised with that special status in mind.  This dedication process goes beyond a one-time ceremony in infancy.  Training in this sense involves a continuing awareness of the goal that decisions involving the child are not the private prerogative of the parents or the child, but are an acknowledgement that God’s purpose must always be primary.”  (The Three Thousand Year Old Guide To Parenting)
Proverbs 1:8-9 8My son, hear the instruction of your father, And do not forsake the law of your mother; 9For they will be a graceful ornament on your head, And chains about your neck.
Proverbs 6:20 20My son, keep your father’s command, And do not forsake the law of your mother.
· You control what they watch on TV
· Fight over control of radio in car
· The buddy comes later
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2.
Teach Your Children That They Are Ultimately Accountable To God
Deuteronomy 6:4-7 4“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one! 5You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength. 6“And these words which I command you today shall be in your heart. 7You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.
Deuteronomy 11:19 19You shall teach them to your children, speaking of them when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way, when you lie down, and when you rise up.

Deuteronomy 32:46 46and he said to them: “Set your hearts on all the words which I testify among you today, which you shall command your children to be careful to observe—all the words of this law.
From Nelson’s Illustrated Manners And Customs of the Bible (Packer, Tenney & White, Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1997, p. 454):

· The religious education of children was the parents’ responsibility (Deut. 11:19; 32:46). No exceptions were made for parents who felt they were too busy to teach.

· The Jewish parents’ major concern was that their children come to know the living God. In Hebrew, the verb “to know” means to be intimately involved with a person; Scripture states that the reverence or “the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom: and the knowledge of the Holy is understanding” (Prov. 9:10). Godly parents helped their children develop this kind of knowledge about God
· In New Testament times, the Jewish schools required each student to master several key passages of Scripture. Of primary importance was the Shema, the basic creedal statement of the Jews (Deut. 6:4–5). Next in importance was Deuteronomy 11:13–21 and Numbers 15:37–41. The student was also required to learn the Hallel (“praise”) Psalms (Ps. 113–118), as well as the Creation story (Gen. 1–5) and the sacrificial laws (Lev. 1–8). If a child was unusually bright, he examined more of the book of Leviticus.
· Later they were allowed to discuss questions of the Law with the Pharisaic teachers. These discussions constituted the “secondary” level of Jewish education.
· In New Testament times, school was in session year-round. During the hot summer months the boys went to school no more than four hours a day. If it was an unusually hot day, school might be dismissed altogether. The class hours were before 10:00 a.m. and after 3:00 p.m. A five-hour break occurred during the hottest part of the day.
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3.
Teach Your Children That They Are Part Of The Community, Not The Center Of It

Philippians 2:1-4 1Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2fulfill my joy by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3Let nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others.
1 Timothy 5:4 4But if any widow has children or grandchildren, let them first learn to show piety at home and to repay their parents; for this is good and acceptable before God.
1 Timothy 5:8 8But if anyone does not provide for his own, and especially for those of his household, he has denied the faith and is worse than an unbeliever.
4.
Your Primary Aim For Your Children Is To Be Well-Grounded (Spiritually), Not Well-Rounded (Secularly)

Psalm 127:3-5 3Behold, children are a heritage from the Lord, The fruit of the womb is a reward. 4Like arrows in the hand of a warrior, So are the children of one’s youth. 5Happy is the man who has his quiver full of them; They shall not be ashamed, But shall speak with their enemies in the gate.
· Shape the heart before you shape the mind

A.
Aim The Arrow


- remember the bent of the arrow


- consider the wind


- understand the distance


- adjust for gravity – imagine the arch


- avoid the obstacles

B.
Release The Arrow
“when he is old HE will not depart from it”

- this verse assumes that a grown child is responsible for his/her own decisions


- but that the habit or path formed through childhood will set his/her direction for life

Beginning With The End In Mind by Doug Thompson

“How did you learn to shoot so good?”

The boy asked his dad, as they entered the wood.

“Watch closely, Son, and you will find,

That you must begin with the end in mind.”
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“First, pick a branch – straight and strong.

Just the right breadth, and not too long.

You chid off the bark and whittle and hone

“Til the bow is right, but not yet done.”

“Your mother twists and spins fine yarn.  

She gathers beeswax out by the barn.

Prepares the bowstring with earnest care,

That’ll shoot the arrows straight in the air.”

“Ah, yes, the arrows – each is unique.

Chosen and fashioned, its own mark to seek.

Each one is different in bent and hue,

When placed on the bow with target in view.”

“The bow is raised, the string drawn tight,

The arrow streaks into glorious flight.

Howling winds demand it to veer,

But the archer’s aim is pure and clear.”

“You ask me, Son, ‘But where wil it land?’

Well, that depends on the archer’s hand.

He is the one whom all things designed,

Because he began with the end in mind.”

5.
Limit Your Children’s Choices Then Gradually Expand As They Prove To Be Faithful
Luke 16:10-12 10He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much. 11Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in what is another man’s, who will give you what is your own?
Ie/  Bob Graves illustrates – crib, play pen, room with gate, room without gate, house, backyard, front yard, block, school yard, mall

6.
Let The Bible Determine Your Discipline Methods, Not Culture

Proverbs 22:15 15Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.
a.
Define The Boundaries And The Punishment 
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b.
Distinguish Between Childish Behavior And Willful Rebellion

c.
Don’t Threaten A Discipline That You Will Not Follow Through On Or The Child Knows You Don’t Mean What You Say

d.
Employ Spankings For Appropriate Offenses

e.
Don’t Spank On Impulse Or In Anger

· A common objection to spanking is that it teaches the child to hit.  If we do it impulsively and angrily, the child learns that.  But if we are of clear mind, objective oriented, we explain and afterwards embrace – then the child learns that punishment is administered fairly and deservedly.
f.
2 Rules Of Spanking:  Location, Location
· On the buttocks – not intended to leave damage, not cause physical injury

· In private – not about public humiliation

g.
Be Reasonable With Expectations
· “Be absolutely sure that your children are capable of delivering what you require. Never punish them for wetting the bed involuntarily, for not becoming potty-trained by 18 months of age, or for doing poorly in school when they are incapable of greater academic success. These impossible demands put children in an unresolvable conflict: There is no way out. That condition brings inevitable damage to the human emotional apparatus.”  (James Dobson)

h.
Follow-up With Affection And Forgiveness
�Packer, J., Tenney, M. C., & White, W. (1997, c1995). Nelson's illustrated manners and customs of the Bible (456). Nashville: Thomas Nelson.





