What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?

I.
Who Was Jesus Christ Before He Was Born?  The Eternal God

A.
Christ Is _____________ – He Always Was And Always Will Be

Micah 5:2  “Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”

Isaiah 9:6  “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

B.
Christ Is ____-______________ – He Existed Before He Was Born


1.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “Word” (logos) 

John 1:1-2  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”

· The Logos Was Existent Before Time - “In the beginning  was the Word” 
· The Logos Existed Continually – “And the Word was”

· The Logos Had Eternally Fellowship With God The Father – “with God”

· The Logos Is A Distinct Person From God The Father – “with God”

· The Logos Was Proclaimed God – “And the Word was God”

2.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “I AM” (ego eimi)

John 8:58  “Before Abraham was, I AM”

John 17:5  “O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

Revelation 1:11  “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.”

Colossians 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

II.
What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?
A.
Christ Was There To ______________ The Universe
Colossians 1:16-17 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
1.
Christ Is The Realm Of Creation
2.
Christ Is The Source Of Creation
3.
Christ Is The Goal For Creation
B.
He Showed Up In The _______ _______________ (Gen 32, Ex 3, Gen 22, Judg 13, Josh 15, Dan 3)
C.
Christ _______________ A Plan To Love Us And Save Us From Our Sin (Eph 1:4-5)
III.
Why Is It Significant That Christ Is Eternal?
A.
We Are In ________ Of Christ:  The God Would Take The Form Of Man Is Amazing!
B.
We Have ______________ In Our Salvation:  Our Savior Is God, Not A Mere Man (2 Cor 5:21)
C.
We Will _______________ Christ Forever:  His Throne Is Eternal Because Christ Is Eternal (Lk 1:32-33; Phil 2:10-11)
What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?

I.
Who Was Jesus Christ Before He Was Born?  The Eternal God

A.
Christ Is Eternal – He Always Was And Always Will Be

Micah 5:2  “Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”

Isaiah 9:6  “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

B.
Christ Is Pre-Existent – He Existed Before He Was Born


1.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “Word” (logos) 

John 1:1-2  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”

· The Logos Was Existent Before Time - “In the beginning  was the Word” 

· The Logos Existed Continually – “And the Word was”

· The Logos Had Eternally Fellowship With God The Father – “with God”

· The Logos Is A Distinct Person From God The Father – “with God”

· The Logos Was Proclaimed God – “And the Word was God”

2.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “I AM” (ego eimi)

John 8:58  “Before Abraham was, I AM”

John 17:5  “O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”

Revelation 1:11  “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.”

Colossians 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”

II.
What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?
A.
Christ Was There To Create The Universe

Colossians 1:16-17 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
1.
Christ Is The Realm Of Creation

2.
Christ Is The Source Of Creation

3.
Christ Is The Goal For Creation

B.
He Showed Up In The Old Testament (Gen 32, Ex 3, Gen 22, Judg 13, Josh 15, Dan 3)
C.
Christ Predestined A Plan To Love Us And Save Us From Our Sin (Eph 1:4-5)

III.
Why Is It Significant That Christ Is Eternal?
A.
We Are In Awe Of Christ:  The God Would Take The Form Of Man Is Amazing!

B.
We Have Confidence In Our Salvation:  Our Savior Is God, Not A Mere Man (2 Cor 5:21)
C.
We Will Worship Christ Forever:  His Throne Is Eternal Because Christ Is Eternal (Lk 1:32-33; Phil 2:10-11)

What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?

Introduction:
1.
I am fascinated by what things were before they are what they are now:

· Archaeology

· Ancestry – ie/ my possible Paiute Indian heritage

· Before they were stars – 


ie/  Michael Jordan cut from his HS basketball team


ie/  before Ronald Reagan was President, he was an actor


ie/  Tom Selleck, Magnum PI – turned down on the Dating Game – 3x

· Love looking at old pictures of South San Francisco – see what my hometown looked like before – days of Swift Sausages

2.
What was Jesus before He was born – the eternal God of eternity past
3.
Christmas is amazing because it is about God becoming a man – be in awe that Someone so great would come to be with us and serve us
· Ie/  Terrell Owens snubs fans, Jerry Rice embraces fans
· Ie/  One of my favorite pianists chatted with her audience and responded to an email

· It’s even greater that the King of Kings and Lord of Lords would be touching man

4.
Yet Different Religions Demean Christ’s Eternality

· Jewish View Of Jesus:
· He was born an illegitimate mortal
· He was considered an apostate
· He attempted to reform Judaism
· some Jews have their own “History Of Jesus” (Toledoth Yeshu) – that calls Jesus Mary’s bastard child with magical powers of sorcery, hanged, body discovered 3 days later

· many see Jesus as an admirable Jew, but no Jew could be God

· Islam’s View Of Jesus

· He is a revered prophet, but 1 of 127,000

· He is not greater than Muhammad

· Surah 4:171 reduces Christ by saying “Jesus…was only a messenger of Allah…Far is it removed from His transcendent majesty that He should have a son.”

· To equate anyone with God is to blaspheme Allah.

· He was virgin born, but was not eternal or pre-existent

· Surah 3:45-47 refers to the virgin birth, but not as a product of the Holy Spirit

· Muslims disdain the fact that Allah would have a Son

· Jesus & His mother were untouched by Satan – even Muhammad had to be purfied by angels before becoming a prophet – Jesus didn’t
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· Jesus was not crucified 

· Surah 4:157  “They slew him not nor crucified, but it appeared so unto them.”

· Muslims believe that Jesus never died but was assumed into heaven by Allah.  Someone else died in His place.  The substitutionary death is reversed – mortal for immortal, sinner for sinless.

· “Most Muslims believe Judas was put in the place of Christ, and Christ went to heaven.”  (McDowell, Handbook…, p. 395)

· God would not allow His prophet to be killed /defeated

· Jesus was not resurrected

· If Jesus didn’t die, He didn’t need to be resurrected.

· Besides, Muhammad wasn’t resurrected, and he is seen as greater than Christ.

· Jesus would return as a Muslim, defeat the antichrist and unite all believers

· Hindu’s View Of Jesus
· Jesus is the self-realized saint who has reached the highest level of God consciousness

· Deepak Chopra, Indian popularizer of Hinduism for New Age Westerners:  "Christ-consciousness, God-consciousness, Krishna-consciousness, Buddha-consciousness—it's all the same thing.  Rather than "love thy neighbor,' this consciousness says, 'You and I are the same beings."

· “Hindus:  Brahman is formless, abstract, eternal being without attributes.  Takes form in a trinity as well as millions of lesser gods.”  (Fritz Ridenour, So What’s The Difference, p. 81)

· Hindus believe is several manifestations of God becoming man.  Christ is one of the many incarnations God has taken.  The Bible states that this only happened once.

· Buddhist View Of Jesus

· Christ was merely a teacher, but not on the level as Buddha.
· Christ was an emanation or “truth body” (dharmakaya) of the Buddha
· He was a perfectly enlightened being who vows to help others attain enlightenment
· “Thus when Buddhists encounter Christianity they depersonalize the Jesus who walked this earth and transform him into a figure more like Buddha. “Buddhists can think of Jesus Christ as an emanation or ‘truth body’ [dharmakaya] of the Buddha,” says Buddhist scholar Robert Thurman of Columbia University. For Tibetan Buddhists, Jesus strongly resembles a bodhisattva—a perfectly enlightened being who vows to help others attain enlightenment. But to reconfigure Jesus as a Buddhist is to turn him into something he was not. Jesus, after all, believed in God, the creator and sustainer of the universe, which Buddhists do not. He believed in sin, which is not a Buddhist concept. Jesus did not teach compassion as a way of removing bad karma, nor did he see life as a cycle of death and rebirth. In short, says the Dalai Lama, trying to meld Jesus into Buddha “is like putting a yak’s head on a sheep’s body.” It doesn’t work. Indeed, nothing shows the difference between the Jesus and the Buddha better than the way that each died. The Buddha’s death was serene and controlled—a calm passing out of his final rebirth, like the extinction of a flame. Jesus, on the other hand, suffers an agonizing death on the cross, abandoned by God but obedient to his will.”  (Newsweek:  Ken Woodward, “The Other Jesus,” Newsweek, 3/27/2000)
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· World religions make Jesus is no different that Buddha, Muhammad and other great religious prophets.  What’s so different about Jesus?

- Buddha lived 560 BC – 480 BC

- Muhammad lived 570 AD - 632 AD

- Christ is timeless, infinite, eternal

- true Jesus had a birth date and a time of death, like the others, but Christ has another date that no one else has, a resurrection date

Proposition:  This morning we will address 3 important questions - What was He, what was He doing and why is it significant to us?

I.
Who Was Jesus Christ Before He Was Born?  The Eternal God

A.
Christ Is Eternal – He Always Was And Always Will Be

· Eternality - Christ has eternally existed (past, present, future)

· “The doctrine of the eternity of the Son of God is the most important doctrine of Christology as a whole because if Christ is not eternal then He is a creature who came into existence in time and lacks the quality of eternity and infinity which characterizes God Himself.”  (Walvoord, Jesus Christ Our Lord, p.22)

Micah 5:2  “Yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting”

· “everlasting” = lit. “days of immeasurable time”, infinite duration
Note:  See how the term “everlasting” is used to demonstrate God’s eternality in:

Psalm 90:2  “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever You had formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God.”

· “going forth” or “origins” = does not mean that Christ had an origin or beginning, but means going forth into action

· His activity of Creation, His sustenance of the Universe, being involved with OT saints as the Angel of the Lord before He was born

Isaiah 9:6  “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will be upon His shoulder.  And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”

· “Everlasting Father” = lit. Father of Eternity

· means the Possessor of Eternity

· Heb./Arabic understanding that whoever possesses something is called the father of it

· Targums - ancient Jewish paraphrases of the OT renders this phrase:  “He who lives forever”

· in the NT, Jesus Christ Makes Eternal Claims
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B.
Christ Is Pre-Existent – He Existed Before He Was Born


1.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “Word” (logos) 

John 1:1-2  “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was in the beginning with God.”

· Logos = picture of the eternal, preexistent God

· Ancient Jews would replace the word “God” with the phrase Word of God in the Jewish Targums (paraphrases)

· Greek view of logos  “The Greek word logos, which was in common usage, refers both to a concept, idea, or inward thought and to the verbal expression, spoken or written, that gives expression to that idea and communicates or reveals it to others.  The inward thought remains invisible and unknowable until it is expressed audibly or visibly in a word (logos).”  (John Witmer – Immanuel, p. 2)

· Familiar term for Jews & Greeks

· But Apostle John gave a new definition to the word Logos, higher than anyone has given it before

· Not a personification, but the Person of God Himself

a.
The Logos Was Existent Before Time - “In the beginning  was the Word” 

· “In the beginning” = en arche 

· Augustine points out that the universe was not created in time, but that time itself was created along with the universe (Heb 1:2; 11:3)

· Berkhof concludes that “it would not be correct to assume that time was already in existence when God created the world, and that He at some point in that existing time, called ‘the beginning,’ brought forth the universe.  The world was created with time rather than in time.  Back of the beginning mentioned in Genesis 1:1 lied a beginningless eternity.”  (Manual Of Christian Doctrine, p.96)

b.
The Logos Existed Continually – “And the Word was”

· “was” = imperfect tense = continued existence

· even when time-space began, the Word already existed

· Leon Morris:  “the verb ‘was’ is most naturally understood of the eternal existence of the Word: ‘the Word continually was.’”  (Gospel According To John, p. 73)

c.
The Logos Had Eternally Fellowship With God The Father – “with God”

· “with” = pros = “carries the idea of intimate, unbroken fellowship and communion” (Rhodes, p.150)

· the Son always existed with the Father in eternal communion

· cf. John 1:2  “He was in the beginning with God”
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d.
The Logos Is A Distinct Person From God The Father – “with God”

· “with” also distinguishes two persons

e.
The Logos Was Proclaimed God – “And the Word was God”

· Christ is fully God

· Colossians 2:9  “For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily”

· The Jehovah’s Witnesses try to deny deity by identifying no definite article before “God” (theos) in the Greek text – their translation is:  “the Word was a god”

· This is a modern form of the ancient heresy of Arianism (Philo’s too) - Christ was the highest of created beings - superior to man, inferior to God

· But logos is the subject in the 1st two clauses, so it is meant to be the subject of the 3rd clause

· If it had the definite article, it would read “the God was the Word”, but the subject is the Word and the predicate is God – confirming the idea that the Word is God

2.
Christ Is The Pre-Existent “I AM” (ego eimi)

John 8:58  “Before Abraham was, I AM”

· “was” = genestai = came to be

· “AM” = eimi = eternal claim of being the Jehovah of the OT

· Exodus 3:14  Yahweh = “I Am Who I Am”

· “Yahweh” conveys the idea of eternality and self-existence

· Yahweh - connected with Heb. Verb “to be”

· used 5300x in OT

· name so revered that it was unspeakable

· ancient Jews were superstitious and thought pronouncing it would bring doom

· “Yahweh never came into being at a point in time, for he has always existed.  He was never born; he will never die.  He does not grow older, for he is beyond the realm of time.  To know Yahweh is to know the eternal one.”  (Rhodes, p.161)

· LXX translate “I Am” (Yahweh) into the Gr. as ego eimi
· that’s what Jesus uses

· Jews knew what He was claiming - that’s why they took up stones and stoned him for blasphemy (acc. to Lev 24:16)

John 17:5  “O Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, with the glory which I had with You before the world was.”
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Revelation 1:11  “I am the Alpha and Omega, the first and the last.”

· “All the information in The Encyclopaedia Britannica is written with only twenty-six letters of the alphabet.  So Christ is the A to Z, and He contains in Himself everything we need to know about god and His relationship to the world.”  (Lutzer, Christ Among Other gods, pp. 111-112)

Colossians 1:17  “And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.”


Our response:  We should be amazed that the eternal God would pay attention to us.


ie/  Brianna ask Daisy – why did God create us?



- was He lonely?



- was He bored?



- Neither:  God created us for His pleasure

II.
What Was Christ Doing Before He Was Born?
A.
Christ Was There To Create The Universe

Colossians 1:16-17 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.
· 3 prepositional phrases:  by Him (lit. in Him), through Him and for Him

· “Paul’s use of three different prepositions is one way of refuting the philosophy of the false teachers.  For centuries, the Greek philosophers had taught that everything needed a primary cause, an instrumental cause, and a final cause.  The primary cause is the plan, the instrumental cause the power, and the final cause the purpose.  When it comes to creation, Jesus Christ is the primary cause (He planned it), the instrumental cause (He produced it), and the final cause (He did it for His own pleasure).”  (Wiersbe, Be Complete, p.49)

1.
Christ Is The Realm Of Creation

· “by Him” = en autoi = lit. “in him”

· Gnostic heretics taught that angels were the center of creation – Paul clearly taught that creation centers around Christ

· not only does Christ have the power to create, but all of creation resides in His domain

· “all things” = ta panta = totality of the universe 

· from the electron to the black hole
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· “visible and invisible” 

· false teachers taught dualism (material bad, spiritual good) and denied that God created a physical world

· Paul contradicts the false teachers directly – all things visible

· “throne…dominions…principalities…powers” = angels and demons

· Gnostics believe that a superior being created an inferior creature, then the inferior created something more inferior, and so on…

· Paul taught that Christ “created all spirit beings instantaneously, directly, and our of nothing.”  (Gromacki, Stand Perfect In Wisdom – Colossians, p. 64)

2.
Christ Is The Source Of Creation

· “through him” = di autou – Christ is the active participant

John 1:3  “Through Him all things were made; without Him nothing was made that has been made.”

Hebrews 1:2  “His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds”

Genesis 1:1  “In the beginning, God (Elohim = plural oneness) created the heavens and the earth.”



Genesis 1:26  “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our likeness”

3.
Christ Is The Goal For Creation

· “for Him” = eis auton = lit. “unto Him”

· all of creation, from microbes to galaxies point to Christ

Q:  How should our appreciation of creation/nature bring glory to Jesus Christ?

B.
He Showed Up In The Old Testament

· A “Theophany” is an Old Testament appearance of Christ

· theos (God); phaino (to appear)

· though Christ made other O.T. appearances, coming as the Angel of the Lord is His most significant
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1.
To Moses At The Burning Bush (Ex 3:1-2,6)

· Angel of Lord in flames of bush and claims “I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob (6a), Moses hid His face because he was afraid to look at God (6b)

2.
To Moses At His Commissioning (Ex 3:14) 

· free Hebrews from Egypt - Moses ask who sent me? Angel of the Lord said “I Am Who I AM”

3.
To Abraham On Mount Moriah (Gen 22:12) 

· Abr. ready to sacrifice Isaac - Angel of the Lord appears - stop - “I know you fear God, because you have not withheld from me you son, your only son”  - Angel of Lord and God are identical

4.
To Manoah At Samson’s Announcement (Judg 13:17,22)

· Manoah asked angel’s name - “Wonderful” (cf. Isa 9:6, meaning surpassing, ineffable, beyond human comprehension)

· v.22 - Manoah feared death because he realized he just saw God

5.
Commander of the Lord’s Army” (Joshua 5:1-15)

6.
Jacob’s Wrestling Partner (Genesis 32; cf. Hosea 12:3-5)

7.
Perhaps the Fiery Furnace’s Fourth Fellow (Dan 3)

The Angel Of The Lord Is The Lord Jesus Christ


	Reference To Angel Of The Lord
	Common Activity Of Attribute
	Reference To Christ

	Genesis 16:7,13
	Called “Lord”
	John 20:28

	Genesis 48:15-16
	Called “God”
	Hebrews 1:8

	Exodus 3:2,5,6,14
	Claimed to Be “I AM”
	John 8:58

	Judges 13:15-18
	His Name Was “Wonderful”
	Isaiah 9:6

	Exodus 23:20
	Sent from God
	John 5:30; 6:38

	Exodus 14:19
	Guides God’s People
	Matthew 29:20

	Isaiah 63:9
	Loved and Redeemed His Own
	Ephesians 5:25

	Joshua 5:13-15
	Commander of the Lord’s Army
	Revelation 19:11-14


Chart from Norman Geisler (To Understand The Bible Look For Jesus, p.67)
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Why Jesus Was Like An Angel In The Old Testament

	Angelic Responsibilities
	Old Testament Fulfillment
	New Testament Fulfillment 

	Revealer Of God
	Theophany (Ex 3:6)
	Incarnation (Jn 14:9;12:44-45)

	Commissioner
	Commissioned Moses (Ex 3:7-8)
	Commission Disciples (Mt 4,10,28)

	Intercessor
	Intercede for Israel (Zech 1,3)
	Intercede for Believers (Jn 17)

	Comforter
	Comfort Hagar (Gen 16); Elijah (1 Kng 19)
	Comfort crowds (Mt 14,15) - feed & minister to them

	Deliverer
	Rescue Israel from Egypt (Ex 3:8)
	Rescue believers from present age (Gal 1:4); coming wrath (1 Th 1:10), evil attack (2 Tim 4:18) & power of death (Heb 2:14-15)

	Protector
	Encamps around those who fear (Ps 34:7); fiery furnace (Dan 3:15-20); and lions den (Dan 6:22)
	Protect disciples from storm (Mt 8:24-26) and us continually (Heb 13:5)

	Companion
	Presence for believers
	Presence for believers

	Judge
	Convicted David (1 Chr 21); Convicted Jacob (Gen 32)
	Son judges sin (Jn 5:22; 2 Cor 5:10; Mk 14:61-62)


Chart is a summary from Rhodes, Christ Before The Manger, pp. 91-102

C.
Christ Predestined A Plan To Love Us And Save Us From Our Sin

Ephesians 1:4-5 4just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, 5having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will,

Our Response:  Wow, God loves us – didn’t have to get involved with us

Psalm 8:3-4  “When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars, which You have ordained, what is man that You are mindful of him, and the son of man that You visit him?

III.
Why Is It Significant That Christ Is Eternal?
A.
We Are In Awe Of Christ:  The God Would Take The Form Of Man Is Amazing!

Matthew 1:23 23“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”
· The Greek tale of Hercules overcoming his mortality to become a god is not inspiring.  The Greeks were inspired that man could attain god-hood, but there was the possibility that he could have failed.  Plus, he only benefited himself, not others.
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· That Christ is already God and that God would come down to become a man – that’s awe-inspiring!

· That’s a reversal from the Greek thought of man becoming god.  Christ is God who became man.

Luke 1:26-47  “26The angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary…. 31 ‘And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus’…. 34Then Mary said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I do not know a man?’ 35And the angel answered and said to her, ‘The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.’”

B.
We Have Confidence In Our Salvation:  Our Savior Is God, Not A Mere Man
2 Corinthians 5:21  “For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.”



- He who knew no sin – paid for our sin



- where there is a debt, there is a need for redemption



ie/  if I get a speeding ticket, I must pay the fine



- Christ paid our fine for us



Will you trust Him as the One who paid for the penalty of your sin?
C.
We Will Worship Christ Forever:  His Throne Is Eternal Because Christ Is Eternal

Luke 1:32-33  “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David.  And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

Philippians 2:10-11  “That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.”

