On The Winning Side Of Spiritual Warfare

Ephesians 6:10

I.
The Call To Believers To Be Soldiers For Christ (10a)
A.
Spiritual Battles Are The Ultimate Opportunities On Earth That Christ Uses To Glorify Himself

10a Finally,

1.
Christ Glorifies Himself By Taking Care Of All Our Salvation (Eph 1:1 – 3:21)


2.
Christ Glorifies Himself As We Imitate Him Through Our Sanctification (Eph 4:1 – 6:9)


3.
Christ Glorifies Himself As He Fights Our Spiritual Skirmishes (Eph 6:10-24) 
B.
Spiritual Battles Are The Ultimate Opportunities On Earth For Believers To Glorify Christ (cf.  2 Tim 2:3-4)
10b my brethren
1.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Living Easy But Fighting Hard (2 Tim 2:3)

2.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Living It Up, But Giving It Up (2 Tim 2:4a)

3.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Fun & Games, But About Life & Death (2 Tim 2:4b)

II.
The Courage For Believers To Be Found In Christ (10b)

A.
The Christian Soldier Does Not Muster His/Her Own Strength, But Receives Strength From Christ (Eph 3:16; Phil 4:13; Rom 4:20; Heb 11:34)
10b be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
B.
The Christian Soldier Doesn’t Fight His/Her Spiritual Battles, The Lord Does (Mt 26:52; 2 Chron 20:15; 1 Sam 17:47; Ex 14:11-14; Dt 1:30; 3:22; 20:4; Josh 10:14; 23:3,10; Rev 17:14)
C.
The Christian Soldier Doesn’t Try To Win The War, Christ Already Has Defeated The Enemy (Gen 3:15; 1 Jn 3:8; Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:14-15; Jn 12:31; 16:11; Rev 20:10)
D.
The Christian Soldier May Get In Situations Out Of His/Her Control, But Christ Is Always In Control (Jn 12:31; Dan 4:17; Ps 33:10; Job 1:6-12)
On The Winning Side Of Spiritual Warfare

Ephesians 6:10

Ephesians 6:10-13 10Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might. 11Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
Introduction:
1.
Playing War Games

· Plastic green soldiers – I used to put them in forts made with mah jong tiles and throw playing cards or shoot rubber bands to know them over

· Playing “Battle Ship”

· Mock light saber fights – which have to be gentle, because those toy light sabers are so fragile

· “King of the Hill” on the domed bars at the playground

· Laser tag, Capture the flag, Paint ball

· Video Games:  Medal of Honor

· But the problem is we approach the Christian life and consider the Bible’s teaching on spiritual warfare as more of a game – so we play Christianity like a game of life

Ie/  First grade school “almost fight”

· Open field where Classic Bowl and Manila Market is

· 3/4th grade class mix

· 2 friends in 3rd gr picked on a big 4th grader, I laughed

· he called all 3 of us down after school

· after school, left school late on purpose hoping it would be over

· got there late, 2 3rd graders pinned, friends said I should help them

· I jumped on top of him and said “Ride’m cowboy”

· Just then Principal Crick jumped in

· Too many of us are “playing church” and “playing Christian.”  Real warfare requires real soldiers.

2.
Bible Tells Us That We Are At War
· The Universal Church is at war
· Every local church is under attack
· Every Christian is a soldier
Psalm 144:1  Blessed be the Lord my Rock, Who trains my hands for war, And my fingers for battle
1 Timothy 6:12  Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life
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Matthew 11:12  And from the days of John the Baptist until now the kingdom of heaven suffers violence, and the violent take it by force. 

Ephesians 6:11  Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles of the devil. 
2 Corinthians 10:3-4  3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds
2 Timothy 2:3-4  3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier. 
3.
Clear Contrast In Callings 

· We don’t come to church to just pass time, but to prepare for battle.

	A Club Member …
	A Soldier …

	· Pursues a common interest

· Consumes some free time

· Gathers acquaintances

· Passes the time to make the day fun

· Considers preparation as optional to staying involved

· Finds courage unnecessary
	· Pursues a common mission

· Dedicates a whole life

· Gathers fellow warriors

· Seizes the day to make the battle count

· Considers preparation as crucial to staying alive

· Finds courage indispensable


(Ron Luce, Battle Cry For A Generation, NexGen, 2005, p. 57)
I.
The Call To Believers To Be Soldiers For Christ (10a)
A.
Spiritual Battles Are The Ultimate Opportunities On Earth That Christ Uses To Glorify Himself

10a Finally,
· Ephesians Outline:

I.
The Wealth Of The Believer (1:1 – 3:21)

II.
The Walk Of The Believer (4:1 – 6:9)

III.
The Warfare Of The Believer (6:10-24)

· Watchman Nee’s Ephesians Outline:

I.
Sit (1:1 – 3:21)

II.
Walk (4:1 – 6:9)

III.
Stand (6:10-24)
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1.
Christ Glorifies Himself By Taking Care Of All Our Salvation (Eph 1:1 – 3:21)


2.
Christ Glorifies Himself As We Imitate Him Through Our Sanctification 
(Eph 4:1 – 6:9)


3.
Christ Glorifies Himself As He Fights Our Spiritual Skirmishes (Eph 6:10-24) 
· “Spiritual warfare is that conflict being waged in the invisible, spiritual realm that is being manifest in the visible, physical realm.”  (Tony Evans, The Battle Is The Lord’s, p. 18)

B.
Spiritual Battles Are The Ultimate Opportunities On Earth For Believers To Glorify Christ (cf.  2 Tim 2:3-4)
10Finally, my brethren
2 Timothy 2:3-4 3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ. 4No one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
1.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Living Easy But Fighting Hard (2 Tim 2:3)
2 Timothy 2:3 3You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.
· In 1849, after siege of Rome, Garibaldi said:  “Men, all our efforts against superior forces have been unavailing.  I have nothing to offer you but hunger and thirst, hardship and death.  But I call all who love their country to join in.”

· In 1940, after Allies forced to evacuate Dunkirk, Churchill to Englishmen encouraged:  “All I can offer you is blood, sweat, and tears.”

· Churchill:  “Although I am prepared for martyrdom, I prefer that it be postponed.”

2.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Living It Up, But Giving It Up (2 Tim 2:4a)
2 Timothy 2:4a 4aNo one engaged in warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life
· Those who are coming to church to be served have missed the point

· We go to church to serve others

· Yet we whine about:  “I’m not getting anything out of church” (Are you putting anything into it?)

· Ie/  Missions trips, giving towards missions
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· Martyrdom of the Disciples (legendary)

· Matthew—martyred in Ethiopia
· Mark—died after being dragged through streets of Alexandria
· Luke—hung on an olive tree in Greece

· John—boiled in oil at Patmos

· Peter—crucified upside down at Rome

· James the Lesser—thrown from atop the temple, then beaten to death
· Bartholomew— cut open live 
· Andrew—died on a cross
· Jude—assassinated by bows & arrows
· Matthias—stoned then decapitated 

· Barnabas—stoned to death at Thessalonica
· Paul—tortured and beheaded in Rome by Emperor Nero
· Isaac Watts – “Am I a Soldier of the Cross?” (1724)
Am I a soldier of the cross? A foll’wer of the Lamb? And shall I fear to own His cause or blush to speak His name?

Must I be carried to the skies on flow’ry beds of ease, while others fought to win the prize and sailed thru bloody seas?

Are there no foes for me to face? Must I not stem the flood? Is this vile world a friend to grace, to help me on to God?

Sure I must fight if I would reign—Increase my courage, Lord! I’ll bear the toil, endure the pain, supported by Thy Word.
3.
Your Christian Life Is Not About Fun & Games, But About Life & Death (2 Tim 2:4b)
2 Timothy 2:4b 4bthat he may please him who enlisted him as a soldier.
· PBS – “War” – 15 hour documentary by Ken Burns on WW2
· Reality of sacrifice

· The Christian life is about life and death

· I’m saddened when I see people I love drop out of a relationship with God

· Funerals – never a joke if they’re in hell

· Go to school for fun or to be a witness for Christ?
Matthew 8:9  For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 
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· Missionary to China, C.T. Studd, message:  “THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER”
http://articles.christiansunite.com/article875.shtml

      
“Heroism is the lost chord, the missing note of present day Christianity! Every true soldier is a hero! A Soldier without heroism is a Chocolate Soldier! … In peace true soldiers are captive lions, fretting in their cages. War gives them their liberty and sends them, like boys bounding out of school, to obtain their hearts desire or perish in the attempt. Battle is the soldiers vital breath! Peace turns him into a stooping asthmatic. War makes a whole man again, and gives him the heart, strength and vigor of a hero. Every true Christian is a soldier of Christ a hero par excellence! Braver than the bravest, scorning the soft seductions of peace and her oft-repeated warnings against hardship, disease, danger and death, whom he counts among his bosom friends.

“The otherwise Christian is a chocolate Christian! Dissolving in water and melting at the smell of fire. Sweet they are! Bonbons, lollipops! Living their lives on a glass dish or in a cardboard box, each clad in his soft clothing, a little frilled white paper to preserve his dear little delicate constitution.”
II.
The Courage For Believers To Be Found In Christ (10b)

10b be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
A.
The Christian Soldier Does Not Muster His/Her Own Strength, But Receives Strength From Christ 
10b be strong in the Lord and in the power of His might.
· Be strong = passive, being made strong

· O’Brien:  “…believers do not empower themselves … rather, their strengthening comes from an external source … the Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Ephesians, p. 461)
Ephesians 3:16 16that He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with might through His Spirit in the inner man,

Philippians 4:13 13I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Romans 4:20 20He did not waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to God,

Hebrews 11:34 34quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
· Don’t quit because you’re feeling weak for the battle
· It’s not about your strength, Christ gives you His strength
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B.
The Christian Soldier Doesn’t Fight His/Her Spiritual Battles, The Lord Does (Mt 26:52; 2 Chron 20:15; 1 Sam 17:47; Ex 14:11-14; Dt 1:30; 3:22; 20:4; Josh 10:14; 23:3,10; Rev 17:14)
Matthew 26:52 52But Jesus said to him, “Put your sword in its place, for all who take the sword will perish by the sword.

2 Chronicles 20:15 15And he said, “Listen, all you of Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem, and you, King Jehoshaphat! Thus says the Lord to you: ‘Do not be afraid nor dismayed because of this great multitude, for the battle is not yours, but God’s.

1 Samuel 17:47 47Then all this assembly shall know that the Lord does not save with sword and spear; for the battle is the Lord’s, and He will give you into our hands.”

Exodus 14:11-14 11Then they said to Moses, “Because there were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that we should die in the wilderness.” 13And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the Lord, which He will accomplish for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14The Lord will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.”

Deuteronomy 1:30 30The Lord your God, who goes before you, He will fight for you, according to all He did for you in Egypt before your eyes,

Deuteronomy 3:22 22You must not fear them, for the Lord your God Himself fights for you.’

Deuteronomy 20:4 4for the Lord your God is He who goes with you, to fight for you against your enemies, to save you.’

Joshua 10:14 14And there has been no day like that, before it or after it, that the Lord heeded the voice of a man; for the Lord fought for Israel.

Joshua 23:3 3You have seen all that the Lord your God has done to all these nations because of you, for the Lord your God is He who has fought for you.

Joshua 23:10 10One man of you shall chase a thousand, for the Lord your God is He who fights for you, as He promised you.

Revelation 17:14 14These will make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb will overcome them, for He is Lord of lords and King of kings; and those who are with Him are called, chosen, and faithful.”
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Ie/  In Jr. Hi, almost got in a fight on behalf of someone else. 

· Cross country run – 1st five get A’s, 2nd five gets B’s

· I came in 3rd and a friend named Paul came in 5th
· But Jerome cut in front of Paul for the 5th place

· Paul said nothing, but I said that wasn’t right to do

· Jerome responded by saying “Do you want to fight?” with his nose running

· I didn’t say yes, but I didn’t feel I should back down either – based on principle

· As we started light shoving, the P.E. teacher, Mr. Sciarra, intervened and said “Take it out on the wrestling match.”

· The boys P.E. class was behind me, knowing the situation, but I wasn’t much of a wrestler

· I got 1 point for an escape and held for a 1-0 win

· I stood up for Paul in my closest thing to a fight (but wasn’t really a fight)

· Christ stood up for us in a real fight

C.
The Christian Soldier Doesn’t Try To Win The War, Christ Already Has Defeated The Enemy (Gen 3:15; 1 Jn 3:8; Col 2:13-15; Heb 2:14-15; Jn 12:31; 16:11; Rev 20:10)
Genesis 3:15 15And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel.”
· Protoevangelium – first Gospel
· First promise of redemption
· “As the acorn contains the mighty oak, so these words contain the entire plan of salvation.”  (Ray Pritchard, In The Shadow Of The Cross, p. 137)
· Christ is the Seed of the woman
· Christ will be wounded, but not ultimately
· Satan went for the knock out (KO) only to hit Christ’s heel
· It was Christ that delivered the fatal blow
· The head blow that Satan will receive will be ultimately fatal
· Charles Spurgeon:  “Look at your Master and your King upon the cross, all distained with blood and dust!  There was his heel most cruelly bruised.  When they take linen and in spices, and lay it in Joseph’s tomb, they weep as they handle the casket in which the Deity has dwelt, for there again Satan has bruised his heel …. The devil had let loose Herod, and Pilate, and Caiaphas, and the Jews, and the Romans …. That is all, however!  It is only his heel, and not his head, that is bruised!  For lo, the Champion rises again!”  (“Christ The Conqueror Of Satan,” Nov 26, 1876)
1 John 3:8 8He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil.
· Satan’s efforts are destroyed by Christ during His first “manifestation” to earth
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Colossians 2:13-15 13And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,14having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15Having disarmed principalities and powers, He made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them in it.
· “disarmed” (v. 15) means to take a weapon away 
· Our trespasses (sins) were wiped away and nailed to the cross
· Satan has one powerful weapon he uses against us – the accusation that we’re guilty of sin and that we should be eternally punished by God for it
· He likes to wave around those accusations as a weapon against us
· Christ took away his most powerful weapon at the cross
Hebrews 2:14-15 14Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15and release those who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage.
Romans 16:20 20And the God of peace will crush Satan under your feet shortly. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

John 12:31 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.

John 16:11 11of judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

Revelation 20:10 10The devil, who deceived them, was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone where the beast and the false prophet are. And they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
D.
The Christian Soldier May Get In Situations Out Of His/Her Control, But Christ Is Always In Control (Jn 12:31; Dan 4:17; Ps 33:10; Job 1:6-12)
· True, Satan is called the “ruler of this world”

John 12:31 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be cast out.
· But not that Satan took that title on his own, God permitted it
Daniel 4:17 17‘That the Most High rules in the kingdom of men, Gives it to whomever He will
· God is in total control, if He ever lost control, He would cease to be sovereign
Psalm 33:10 10The Lord brings the counsel of the nations to nothing; He makes the plans of the peoples of no effect.
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· Satan has to gain permission from God to do any temptation to a believer
Job 1:6-12 6Now there was a day when the sons of God came to present themselves before the Lord, and Satan also came among them. 7And the Lord said to Satan, “From where do you come?” So Satan answered the Lord and said, “From going to and fro on the earth, and from walking back and forth on it.” 8Then the Lord said to Satan, “Have you considered My servant Job, that there is none like him on the earth, a blameless and upright man, one who fears God and shuns evil?” 9So Satan answered the Lord and said, “Does Job fear God for nothing? 10Have You not made a hedge around him, around his household, and around all that he has on every side? You have blessed the work of his hands, and his possessions have increased in the land. 11But now, stretch out Your hand and touch all that he has, and he will surely curse You to Your face!” 12And the Lord said to Satan, “Behold, all that he has is in your power; only do not lay a hand on his person.” So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord.
Conclusion:
