The Dilemma With Demons, Part 3
Demons At Work

Ephesians 6:12 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
I.
The Devil’s Overt Religious Realm
A.
Satanism
B.
Occultism (Dt 18:9-14)
	Ancient Pagan Sources Of Spiritual Guidance*
	Old Testament Sources Of Divine Revelation**
	Modern Pagan Sources Of Spiritual Guidance
	New Testament Source Of Divine Revelation

	· Teraphim – household idol that warded off evil spirits that was also used for divination (Gen 31:19)

· Hepatoscopy – seeing omens through animal entrails (cf. Ez 21:21; Zech 10:2)

· Rhabdomancy – divining rod

· Astrology – consulting the constellations (Isa 47:13; Jer 10:2)

· Necromancy – consulting with the dead 

· Other: Flight of birds, flight of arrows (Hos 4:12)
	· Prophets (Heb 1:1)

· Angels (Gen 18,19)

· Dreams (Dan 7:1)

· Visions (Isa 1:1; Ezek 1:1)

· Miracles (ie/ burning bush)

· Nature (Ps 19:1)

· God’s voice (1Sam 3)

· Urim & Thummim (Ex 28:30; Num 27:21) – were on the breastplate of the high priest’s ephod

· Casting lots (Prov 16:33)

· Prophetic Writing (Dan 9:1-2)
	· Horoscopes

· Palm readers

· Fortune tellers

· Tarot cards

· Ouija boards

· Witchcraft

· Voodoo

· Feng Shui

· Crystals

· Crystal Ball

· Phrenology

· Transcendental Meditation

· Magic 8 Ball
	· The Word Of God    (2 Tim 3:16-17; 2 Pet 1:21)


* Summarized from Cyril Barber, The Books Of Samuel, Volume 1, p. 295

** Summarized from Norman Geisler, A General Introduction To The Bible, pp. 27-28
C.
Magic (Lev 19:31; 20:6,27)
D.
Witchcraft/Wicca/Paganism
II.
The Devil’s Deceptive Religious Realm
A.
Cults
B.
False Religions
III.
The Devil’s Deceptive Secular Realm
A.
Idolatry Of The Mind
B.
Idolatry In Health
C.
Idolatry In Design
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Demons At Work

Ephesians 6:12 12For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places.
Introduction:

· C.S. Lewis, Screwtape Letters:  “There are two equal and opposite errors into which our race can fall about the devils.  One is to disbelieve in their existence.  The other is to believe and to feel an unhealthy interest in them.  They themselves are equally pleased by both errors and hail a materialist or a magician with the same delight.”

· It is not only dangerous to be involved in demonic activity, but it is equally dangerous to ignore it

· We have become numb in an occultic media society that we tend to lightly dismiss it’s appearance

I.
The Devil’s Overt Religious Realm
A.
Satanism
· Satanism is diverse in their theology

· Satan is a deity or an impersonal force in nature or a symbol of their independent “self”

· Some believe the Bible about God and Satan but choose to follow Satan

· Others believe in dualism – God and Satan are equal and opposite forces – both forces which can be harnessed to get what you want in life

· Others follow Satanism to symbolize their hostility against Christianity

· Aleister Crowley (1875-1947) rejected his parents Plymouth Brethren faith and got involved in magic and occultism.  His Satanism focused on “Do whatever you want” and was characterized by advocating all kinds of sexual sin and rituals in communion with demons

· Anton Lavey (b. 1830) popularized Satanism by forming a church of Satan in S.F. and writing the Satanic Bible

· Satan represents indulgence over abstinence

· Sin leads to gratification which is good

· Satan is your best friend

· Ron Rhodes summarizes their beliefs (The Challenge of the Cults, p. 305ff):

· The Bible is a “stupid book of fables”

· God is interpreted variously (no God, weak God, dualism, force of nature)

· Jesus is an embarrassing failure

· Man is supreme

· There is no sin

· The afterlife is interpreted variously (no afterlife so live it up, reincarnation to greater earthly appetites, Satan will eventually defeat God)

B.
Occultism
Deuteronomy 18:9-14 9“When you come into the land which the Lord your God is giving you, you shall not learn to follow the abominations of those nations. 10There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, 11or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 12For all who do these things are an abomination to the Lord, and because of these abominations the Lord your God drives them out from before you. 13You shall be blameless before the Lord your God. 14For these nations which you will dispossess listened to soothsayers and diviners; but as for you, the Lord your God has not appointed such for you.
	Ancient Pagan Sources Of Spiritual Guidance*
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* Summarized from Cyril Barber, The Books Of Samuel, Volume 1, p. 295

** Summarized from Norman Geisler, A General Introduction To The Bible, pp. 27-28
1 Samuel 28:11-14 11Then the woman said, “Whom shall I bring up for you?” And he said, “Bring up Samuel for me.” 12When the woman saw Samuel, she cried out with a loud voice. And the woman spoke to Saul, saying, “Why have you deceived me? For you are Saul!” 13And the king said to her, “Do not be afraid. What did you see?” And the woman said to Saul, “I saw a spirit ascending out of the earth.” 14So he said to her, “What is his form?” And she said, “An old man is coming up, and he is covered with a mantle.” And Saul perceived that it was Samuel, and he stooped with his face to the ground and bowed down.
- “Witch of Endor” – not specifically called a “witch”, but did practice sorcery & séance

- legend has it that she is Abner’s mother – and she was spared because Abner was Saul’s top military commander


- but there is no indication of that from the text


- in fact, she was scared

- perhaps this man, Saul disguised himself as, was a vice cop – hunting out leftover seers



- to make Israel “MEDIUM RARE” – was that well done?

- Endor is 8 miles north of Gilboa, where Saul was encamped – but the Philistines were blocking the path in Shunem – so Saul had to go around the Philistines

- Saul went is disguise – not wanting to be recognized – since he was the one who kicked out the witches and mediums

C.
Magic

· Different than entertainers who use “illusions”

· Black or white magic is in contact with demonic forces

· “magic” – derived from “magi” who were Zoroastrian priests in Persia

ie/  Simon Magus – Gr. magos = sorceror

- magic in the Greek & Roman cultures was imported from Persia

“Magic may be described as the art of bringing about results beyond man’s own power by superhuman agencies.”  (T. Witton Davies, “Magic, Magician”, International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, 1956)





- black magic – invoking evil on an enemy through spells & curses





- white magic – motivated through benevolence

· “divination” = kesem - determining the future through mystical means and omens



- Magic seeks to replicate the miracles of God



- Divination seeks to replicate the prophecies of God

· “sorcery” = kashaph – from root “dark appearance, gloomy” – term sought relief from distress through magical means


- Egyptian sorcerers

- magicians (lit. “scribes” who were experts in astrology, interpreting dreams, magic, prophecy)

- failed at dream interpretation before Joseph solved Pharaoh’s problem (Gen 41:8,24)

- contended with Moses (Ex 7-8) – yet their snake was devoured by Aaron’s, they needed incantations and were unable to duplicate the rest of the plagues after the gnats



- they have supernatural powers – but never close to the Lord’s

     - Babylonian sorcerers

- magicians, sorcerers, Chaldeans & wisemen (Dan 2) called in to interpret Nebuchadnezzar’s dreams

- Assyrian sorcerers

- Nah 3:4 “the mistress of sorceries” would put whole nations under black magic spells

    - Israel’s sorcerers

- Queen Jezebel was a sorceress (2 Kings 9:22)

- King Manasseh practiced spiritism and sorcery (2 Chron 33:6)

Leviticus 19:31  “Give no regard to mediums and familiar spirits; do not seek after them, to be defiled by them: I am the Lord your God.”
Leviticus 20:6  “And the person who turns to mediums and familiar spirits, to prostitute himself with them, I will set My face against that person and cut him off from his people.”
Leviticus 20:27  “A man or a woman who is a medium, or who has familiar spirits, shall surely be put to death; they shall stone them with stones. Their blood shall be upon them”

Deuteronomy 18:10-13  "There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, or one who practices witchcraft, or a soothsayer, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who conjures spells, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.  For all who do these things are an abomination to the LORD, and because of these abominations the LORD your God drives them out from before you. You shall be blameless before the LORD your God.”  
D.
Witchcraft/Wicca/Paganism
· Wiccan Christopher Penczak in his book Sons of the Goddess describes what they do:  “Many witches have awakening experiences in meditation, magick, or psychic ability that imspire an investigation into the Craft.  Many more start with a strong interest in witchcraft, and through traiing, they have experiences that lead to a change in perspective.  Magick stops being a fairy tale and becomes something real and meaningful.

“Witches believe in the power of nature.  All things are alive and filled with energy – our own bodies, plants, trees, and rocks.  These natural energies in this world and other spiritual worlds often maniest as spirits, faeries, and the gods and goddesses of myth.  To witches, the divine, known as the Divine Mind or Great Spirit to some, comes informs both male and female, God and Goddesses, Lord and Lady.”  (p. 3)

· Witches and the media

· Harry Potter

· Disney – witch went after Snow White, Sleeping Beauty, Belle’s Beast, Little Mermaid; fairies associated with nature

· Discernment for Christians:

· Can illustrate good and evil

· Can be a stepping stone for more interest in the occult

· Can your kids separate fantasy from reality in books and movies

· Do we talk to our kids about what’s real and not real in their cartoons

· Ie/  Bewitched
· I asked our kids to not watch the new Disney show on witches that was being advertised

II.
The Devil’s Deceptive Religious Realm
A.
Cults
B.
False Religions
· Ancestor Worship

“Ancient Chinese ancestor worship, combined with animistic worship of spirits, led to the formation of a system of rituals of ancestor worship. The early Chinese worship of ancestors aimed to seek the assistance of ancestors, to obtain their protection, avoid misfortunes, and bless their children and descendents. 

On this foundation, ancestor worship later evolved into the Confucian teaching of the Three Cardinal Hierarchies (ruler guides subject, father guides son, husband guides wife) and Five Eternal Virtues (the father’s righteousness, the mother’s affection, the elder brother’s friendliness, the younger brother’s respect and the son’s piety). The core of the Confucian teaching was filial piety to ancestors, which determined the relevant rituals of ancestor worship. The Confucian teaching of the Five Eternal Virtues as well as ancestor worship rituals were absorbed into Daoism.  Combined with the Daoist concepts of Longevity and Immortality, these teachings led to the notion that if one wishes to achieve Longevity and become an Immortal, one must honor one’s ancestors. Daoism also advocates one’s duty to perform good deeds, in order to transcend one’s ancestors and enter the world of Immortals.”  (Li Gang, www.taoism.org)

III.
The Devil’s Deceptive Secular Realm
A.
Idolatry Of The Mind
· Mind Sciences

· Christian Science – 

· Scientology – religious philosophy of self improvement

· Truth is what is true to you

· Every human is a thetan

· Martial arts – power in emptying mind and/or chi

ie/  CRI Journal, Fall 1993 “Enter the Dragon? Wrestling with the Martial Arts Phenomenon” by Castro, Oropeza and Ron Rhodes

· rooted in Taoist balance of 2 inseparable and opposing forces

· chi (ki) – mystical energy, “substance surrounding and including all things which brough even distant points into direct physical contact”

· by breathing control and mind control – the chi give great strength & power

B.
Idolatry In Design
· Feng Shui – sure part of it has to do with harmony, but much of it also has to do with keeping evil spirits away

· he Asian mentality of good luck is drawing upon a power outside of God to bring well being to your life

· the Bible calls that idolatry and witchcraft 

· “Feng Shui: New Dimensions in Design” by Marcia Montenegro

http://www.equip.org/site/c.muI1LaMNJrE/b.2721245/k.B32C/DF250.htm

Central to feng shui is the concept of chi, which is believed to be the force that permeates every aspect of the universe. Chinese philosophers Lao Tzu, Confucius, Mencius, and others developed this concept between the sixth and fourth centuries B.C., which they considered to be “the source of vitality, harmony, creativity, and moral courage.”12 Also known as the dragon’s breath, chi is called the “life and breath of the universe.”13 Chi is similar to prana (the divine breath in Hindu philosophy) in India, an energy “upon which all things depend for health and life.”14
Universal life energy is also linked in many cultures to supernormal powers and sorcery. Tantric yoga, for example, cultivates the flow of prana in order to raise psychic powers, prana being the source of Hindu magic.22 In alchemy, this universal force is called spiritus; the occult kabbalah terms it astral light; and hypnotist Franz Mesmer called it magnetic fluid.23 The chi is also claimed as the source of power for levitation and other occult feats.24
· The stove should be positioned toward the east and southeast of the kitchen because that is the direction for the wood element.

· Flushing the toilet with the lid open increases the chances that “your money will go, too.”

· Cover your computer screen at night if it is in a bedroom so it won’t “act as a mirror and disturb your spirit” in sleep.

· Hang curtains at the bottom of stairs or put a mirror on the landing to draw chi up so that chi does not flow down and out the door.

· To help chi rise up the stairs, put plants under the stairs or hang art that is “light and bright.”

· Because the kitchen is the money room, cooking on all burners with a variety of food will help bring in money.

· Use crystals to draw in chi.

· A home’s front door should be simple and practical and face the sun so that it will attract “fame, fortune, and longevity.”

· Don’t have the foot of your bed in line with the door; the bed’s head should be on the north/south axis to be “in line with the magnetic energy of the earth.”

· A pointed roof (associated with fire) against a curved roof shape (associated with metal) is destructive since fire melts metal.59

Conclusion:
1. Avoid occultic practices and means of divination.  Let the Scriptures rule your life.

· Remove the ouija board, tarot cards, astrology charts and restaurant idols

· At Asian funerals, find alternatives to ancestor worship such as offering a prayer of thanksgiving and respect for the deceased

· Forsake consulting psychics, palm readers, fortune tellers or feng shui consultants

· In martial arts, don’t let an empty mind or chi be your source of power

2. Christ should not be merely a part of your religious repertoire, He should be the entirety of our religious devotion.  In other words, don’t say you follow Christ when you are also letting other occultic and religious influences determine your life’s path.

3. Understand that there is real power with the darkside, but that it is no where close to the power we have through Christ.

4. With a strong stream of occult and witchcraft in video games, books, role playing games, movies and other media, guard your children from being tempted toward the darkside through discussion, comparisons to Scripture, teaching the strategies of Satan and discretional censorship.

Ie/  Harry Potter

· well written fantasy

· understands the pain of powerlessness of children

· lots of real life situations

· good vs. evil

· excites children to read

But:  what about sorcery & witchcraft – not consistent with Deut 18 or Christian worldview

· Don’t want to be one of those insensitive censors 

· But parents must ask:

· WHY should I let Harry Potter be read or seen by my child?

· WHAT impression will this leave them of witchcraft?  Favorable or unfavorable?

· HOW impressionable is my child?

· if child easily influenced – censor & replace

· if child shows discernment – discuss with child and compare with Scripture

· WHAT alternatives can I replace this with?

Narnia – faith & responsibility

Potter – revenge & manipulation

Sue Bohlin, of Probe ministries, writes:  “Some people have likened the Harry Potter books to C.S. Lewis’ The Chronicles of Narnia.  While they are both fantasy literature, one creates a thirst for Jesus and for heaven, and the other creates a thirst for power and manipulation.  And by making witchcraft and wizardry so appealing, it is an alarmingly attractive door to the occult for some readers.  As Christians, we have enough spiritual warfare to contend with without opening ourselves to unnecessary portals that would allow the enemy Satan and his minions to establish a stronghold in our minds.”  (http://www.probe.org/docs/potter.html)

· Want the best for your children?  Thirst for wholesomeness and innocence for your kids!

· Be involved, Be aware, Be in discussion, Be in the Word

- know Pokemon, Japanese Anime
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