Swing It, Sling It, Bring It
Ephesians 6:17b-24
I.
Swing It:  Wield Your Weapon Wisely
Ephesians 6:17 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

A.
Wield Your S-Word (cf. Heb 4:12; Isa 11:4-5; Mt 4:1-11)
B.
Yield Your S-Word
II.
Sling It:  Support Your Soldiers Supplicationally
Ephesians 6:18 18praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints 

A.
Pray Like You Breathe – praying always
· Ceaselessly – Moment By Moment (1 Thess 5:17)

· Continuously – Day By Day (Acts 1:14)

B.
Pray With Variety – with all prayer (cf. 1 Jn 5:14)
C.
Pray With Dependence On The Spirit Of God – and supplication in the Spirit (cf. Rom 8:26-27; Lk 22:31-32)
D.
Pray With Awareness – being watchful to this end (1 Pet 4:7; Lk 21:36)
E.
Pray With Perseverence – with all perseverance (cf. Lk 18:1-7; 22:42; 1 Sam 12:23)
F.
Pray For Other Believers – and supplication for all the saints
III.
Bring It:  Communicate Your Christ Confidently (19-20)
Ephesians 6:19-24 19and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 21But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 22whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts. 23Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
A.
Boldly Witness Because The Gospel Of Light Needs To Reach Those Without Sight (19)

B.
Boldly Witness Because The Gospel Claims Are More Important That Circumstantial Chains (20; Heb 11:34)
Swing It, Sling It, Bring It
Ephesians 6:17b-24
Ephesians 6:17 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;

I.
Swing It:  Wield Your Weapon Wisely
Ephesians 6:17 17And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 

A.
Wield Your S-Word

· Machaira 

· Double edged large knife

Ie/  cut finger with a double edged knife while cutting an ice cream cake

· Used in hand to hand combat

· Carried by the Roman legion

· 29x in Bible, 3x by Paul (Rom 8:35; 13:4)

· Refers to military weapon, except in Heb 4:12 where it is a surgeon’s knife and a symbol of the government’s right to take life for purposes of justice (Rom 13:4)

Hebrews 4:12 12For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
Romans 8:35 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?

Romans 13:4 4For he is God’s minister to you for good. But if you do evil, be afraid; for he does not bear the sword in vain; for he is God’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath on him who practices evil.
· “word” = rhema (not logos), the proclaimed or spoken Word of God

Isaiah 11:4-5 4But with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the meek of the earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips He shall slay the wicked. 5Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness the belt of His waist.
· Isaiah speaks of a future battle with weaponry themes and Christ

· Paul speaks of the current battle with weaponry themes and Christ

· Logos isn’t used – which would signify the Bible, specifically

· Rhema demonstrates the force of God’s proclaimed Word against God’s enemies

· Recall how Jesus proclaimed God’s Word against Satan

Matthew 4:1-4 1Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2And when He had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was hungry. 3Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, “If You are the Son of God, command that these stones become bread.” 4But He answered and said, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God.’”

Deuteronomy 8:3 3So He humbled you, allowed you to hunger, and fed you with manna which you did not know nor did your fathers know, that He might make you know that man shall not live by bread alone; but man lives by every word that proceeds from the mouth of the Lord.
Matthew 4:5-7 5Then the devil took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle of the temple, 6and said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: ‘He shall give His angels charge over you,’ and, In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 7Jesus said to him, “It is written again, ‘You shall not tempt the Lord your God.’ ”

Deuteronomy 6:16 16“You shall not tempt the Lord your God as you tempted Him in Massah.
Matthew 4:8-11 8Again, the devil took Him up on an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world and their glory. 9And he said to Him, “All these things I will give You if You will fall down and worship me.” 10Then Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘You shall worship the Lord your God, and Him only you shall serve.’ ” 11Then the devil left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him.
Deuteronomy 6:13 13You shall fear the Lord your God and serve Him, and shall take oaths in His name.
B.
Yield Your S-Word
· Sword of the SPIRIT
· It’s the Holy Spirit that takes the proclaimed Word and uses it effectively

Ie/  Luke Skywalker had to learn the light saber, but ultimately yield himself to the Force for his effectiveness

· We must be learn our light saber, but the Spirit of God is the one who brings the conviction
II.
Sling It:  Support Your Soldiers Supplicationally
Ephesians 6:18 18praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints 

A.
Pray Like You Breathe – praying always

1.
Ceaselessly – Moment By Moment (1 Thess 5:17)

1 Thessalonians 5:17 17pray without ceasing,
· “ceasing” - does not  mean never stopping, can’t sleep b/c you have to pray 24 hours a day

· the word is used of that cough that just seems to linger in your throat and you feel that you could cough any time




- prayer is on the edge of your lips ready to pray at any time


2.
Continuously – Day By Day (Acts 1:14)

Acts 1:14 14These all continued with one accord in prayer and supplication, with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with His brothers.
B.
Pray With Variety – with all prayer (cf. 1 Jn 5:14)
· ACTS – adoration, confession, thanksgiving, supplication

1 John 5:14  Now this is the confidence that we have in Him, that if we ask anything according to His will, He hears us. 

C.
Pray With Dependence On The Spirit Of God – and supplication in the Spirit (cf. Rom 8:26-27; Lk 22:31-32)
Romans 8:26-27 26Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
· “weakness” – word rarely used of being physically weak, but a general sense of human frailty

· 7 days without prayer makes one week



Q:  How many of you haven fallen asleep when praying?




ie/  sit at prayer meeting – doze off




ie/  disciples fell asleep at Garden of Gethsemane

· “we do not know” – ignorance, we don’t know how to pray effectively
- we’re selfish

James 4:2 2You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.
· We don’t know the spiritual warfare that lies underneath the necessity to pray

Luke 22:31-32 31And the Lord said, “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. 32But I have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail; and when you have returned to Me, strengthen your brethren.”
ie/  Spurgeon describes his inadequacy when he prays:  “My mind wanders: I chatter like a crane; I roar like a beast in pain; I moan in the brokenness of my heart, but oh, my God, I know not what it is my inmost spirit needs; or if I know it, I know not how to frame my petition aright before thee.  I know not how to open my lips in thy majestic presence: I am so troubled that I cannot speak.  My spiritual distress robs me of the power to pour out my heart before my God.” (Sermon, April 11, 1880)

ie/  John Chrysostom – great preacher in the early church – told story of a young boy excited about his father’s return from years on the sea.  His mother suggested that he pick some flowers to present to his father when the father returns from his naval duties.  The eager boy picked up some beautiful flowers, but also some weeds – he didn’t know the difference of what was appropriate for a bouquet.  The boy showed his mother the bouquet.  At an opportune time, the mother picked out the weeds and the thistles, arranged the flowers nicely.  When the father returned home – the son presented him a beautiful bouquet – perfect, weedless.

· we pray with a lot of weeds

· the weed of ignorance

· the weed of greed

· the weed of mistaking wants with needs

· the weed of not knowing God’s will

· the weed of not reading the Word of God

· but pray – the HS will pick out the weeds

ie/  Spurgeon shares an illustration of a young boy introduced to the weapons of war

· initiated in the art of archery – he is given a strong bow – but he can not bend it

· his father tells him to put his hand here and there, while the father put his hands on the bow

· with his father’s help, he can bend the bow and fire the arrow

· by ourselves we can’t bend the bow of prayer – to great for us

· but with the help of the HS – our prayers can be sent – with great accuracy to the target of God’s will

D.
Pray With Awareness – being watchful to this end (1 Pet 4:7; Lk 21:36)
1 Peter 4:7 7But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers.

Luke 21:36 36Watch therefore, and pray always that you may be counted worthy to escape all these things that will come to pass, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
· Pray while you’re reading or watching the news

· Watching the Presidential candidates debate

· Sign up for the emails of prayer requests from the church website

· Realize that prayer is an essential part of warfare
E.
Pray With Perseverence – with all perseverance (cf. Lk 18:1-7; 22:42; 1 Sam 12:23)
Luke 22:42 42saying, “Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”
· Oswald Sanders, former director of Overseas Missionary Fellowship (formerly China Inland Mission), wrote in Spiritual Leadership:  “The very fact that God lays a burden of prayer on our hearts and keeps us praying is prima facie evidence that He purposes to grant the answer. When asked if he really believed that two men for whose salvation he had prayed for over fifty years would be converted, George Müller of Bristol replied, “Do you think God would have kept me praying all these years if He did not intend to save them?” Both men were converted, one shortly before, the other after Müller’s death.﻿﻿” (p. 83)
Luke 18:1-7 1Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart, 2saying: “There was in a certain city a judge who did not fear God nor regard man. 3Now there was a widow in that city; and she came to him, saying, ‘Get justice for me from my adversary.’ 4And he would not for a while; but afterward he said within himself, ‘Though I do not fear God nor regard man, 5yet because this widow troubles me I will avenge her, lest by her continual coming she weary me.’ ” 6Then the Lord said, “Hear what the unjust judge said. 7And shall God not avenge His own elect who cry out day and night to Him, though He bears long with them?
1 Samuel 12:23 23Moreover, as for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord in ceasing to pray for you; but I will teach you the good and the right way.
· God Has Chosen To Respond To Persistent Prayer

· God wants to see our heart ready to accept His will before He moves to answer our prayer

· not that prayer changes His mind, but our mind changes to accept His will

· prayer stirs the heart of God to action - not because He has to nor is He obligated, but because He wants to

ie/  Stedman - article about a man in Missouri - announced that he was troubled by moral condition of the nation - determined to fast and pray until God sent a great awakening to correct the moral degeneracy of the day - even until death - days passed - strength failed, but moral resolve didn’t - newspapers followed his daily deterioration and determination - and eventually died from this fast - at his funeral, everyone marveled at his remarkable persistence.  But did God?  Was this really prayer?  NO - this was an attempt to blackmail God - insisting God move on his terms.

Luke 6:12-13  12Now it came to pass in those days that He went out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in prayer to God. 13And when it was day, He called His disciples to Himself; and from them He chose twelve whom He also named apostles: 
Matthew 7:7 7“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.
· “knock” = implies persistence

F.
Pray For Other Believers – and supplication for all the saints
· Pray the armor of God for other people

· Pray for your church

· Your missionaries

· Other churches and pastors

ie/  A.B. Simpson tells of what happened in the city of Rangoon, where the largest and finest bell in the East is the particular pride of the great Buddhist temple, Shwee-da-gone.  The bell sunk in the river during the Anglo-Burman wars, and unavailing efforts by engineers failed to raise.  A clever priest asked permission to raise it on the condition the bell be given to his temple.  He athered a number of assistants and a greater number of bamboo rods.  These hollow, light, buoyant rods float.  Each rod was taken down one by one by divers, fastened to the bottom of the bell.  After many thousands of them were securely fastened, the bell began to move, and the bell eventually floated to the top because the accumulated rods were greater than the enormous mass of bronze and the soot and mire at the rivers bottom that anchored it down.

· Martin Luther:  “As it is the business of tailors to make clothes, and cobblers to mend shoes, so it is the business of Christians to pray.”
Jeremiah 33:3 3‘Call to Me, and I will answer you, and show you great and mighty things, which you do not know.’
III.
Bring It:  Communicate Your Christ Confidently (19-20)
Ephesians 6:19-24 19and for me, that utterance may be given to me, that I may open my mouth boldly to make known the mystery of the gospel, 20for which I am an ambassador in chains; that in it I may speak boldly, as I ought to speak. 21But that you also may know my affairs and how I am doing, Tychicus, a beloved brother and faithful minister in the Lord, will make all things known to you; 22whom I have sent to you for this very purpose, that you may know our affairs, and that he may comfort your hearts. 23Peace to the brethren, and love with faith, from God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 24Grace be with all those who love our Lord Jesus Christ in sincerity. Amen.
A.
Boldly Witness Because The Gospel Of Light Needs To Reach Those Without Sight (19)

B.
Boldly Witness Because The Gospel Claims Are More Important That Circumstantial Chains (20; Heb 11:34)
· Though Paul was in chains, it didn’t discourage him, but gave him courage to share the Gospel
· Even in Paul’s epilogue, he wanted his prison experience and written words to encourage the church of Ephesus going through spiritual battle
· Paul made his life open to them to remind them that though they are going through hardship, they’re not the only ones – Paul’s in prison
Hebrews 11:34 34quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
· Missionary to China, C.T. Studd, message:  “THE CHOCOLATE SOLDIER”
http://articles.christiansunite.com/article875.shtml

      
“Heroism is the lost chord, the missing note of present day Christianity! Every true soldier is a hero! A Soldier without heroism is a Chocolate Soldier! … In peace true soldiers are captive lions, fretting in their cages. War gives them their liberty and sends them, like boys bounding out of school, to obtain their hearts desire or perish in the attempt. Battle is the soldiers vital breath! Peace turns him into a stooping asthmatic. War makes a whole man again, and gives him the heart, strength and vigor of a hero. Every true Christian is a soldier of Christ a hero par excellence! Braver than the bravest, scorning the soft seductions of peace and her oft-repeated warnings against hardship, disease, danger and death, whom he counts among his bosom friends.

“The otherwise Christian is a chocolate Christian! Dissolving in water and melting at the smell of fire. Sweet they are! Bonbons, lollipops! Living their lives on a glass dish or in a cardboard box, each clad in his soft clothing, a little frilled white paper to preserve his dear little delicate constitution.”
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