P.T.A. – Parental Training & Admonition

Ephesians 6:4b

I.
Training = Disciplining A Heart To Conform To Christ & His Word
· Paideia = training a child, discipline, chasten

A.
The Issue In Training:  Shape The Heart, Not Just The Mind (Prov 4:23; Mk 7:21; Lk 6:45)
B.
The Process Of Training:  Breaking Self-Will, Conforming To God’s Will
C.
The Goal Of Training:  Re-Prioritizing God’s View Of Success Over The World’s View Of Success (Mt 22:37-40)
II.
Admonition:  Warning A Child Of The Consequences Of Sin & Rebellion
· Nouthesia = confront, admonish, warn, instruct (Rom 15:14; Acts 20:31; 1 Cor 4:14; Col 1:28; 3:16; 1 Thess 5:12,14; 3:15)

A.
Correct Behavior By Warning Of Consequences Of Actions (Prov 12:24; 13:18; 15:1; 16:18)
B.
Correct Behavior By Confronting The Sin (Prov 22:15)
Conclusion:

“How to Shape Your Child’s Character,” by Renee Swope
http://www.focusonyourchild.com/develop/art1/A0000167.html & www.CharacterCrew.com

· List “golden” attitudes and actions that are important to you.
· Develop a plan.

· Model the traits in your everyday life. 

· Create a reward system. 

· Start mining for gold. Explain to your children that you are looking for “golden” attitudes and actions. 

· Golden Attitudes 

· Patience: Waiting without complaining 

· Kindness: Being nice to others 

· Generosity: Giving your time, treasures or talents 

· Forgiveness: Overlooking a wrong 

· Compassion: Caring for someone in need 

· Golden Actions 

· Obedience: Carrying out instructions without question 

· Honesty: Telling the truth 

· Responsibility: Doing what is right 

· Kind words: Speaking words that honor others 

· Sharing: Giving part of something away 

P.T.A. – Parental Training & Admonition
Ephesians 6:4b

Introduction:

· Value systems – 3 philosophies
· Let the child shape their own (postmodern)

· Follow the parents (cultural)

· Pursue God and His truth (biblical)
Ie/  Colombine HS shooting – not a problem of divorce (parents were together), but a problem of values – they thought they were right in their own mind for taking lives of other students, even became cult heroes to those misguided

· Who’s value system is ultimately right

· Children are growing up confused in today’s value system of tolerance to everyone has their own value system

I.
Training = Disciplining A Heart To Conform To Christ & His Word
· Paideia = training a child, discipline, chasten
· Plato: “Education (παιδεία) is the constraining and directing of youth toward that right reason which the law affirms, and which the experience of the best of our elders has agreed to be truly right” (“Laws,” 659, cited by M.R. Vincent, Word Studies in the New Testament, 3:404, 2002 reprint)
A.
The Issue In Training:  Shape The Heart, Not Just The Mind (Prov 4:23; Mk 7:21; Lk 6:45)
Proverbs 4:23 23Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life.

Mark 7:21 21For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

Luke 6:45 45A good man out of the good treasure of his heart brings forth good; and an evil man out of the evil treasure of his heart brings forth evil. For out of the abundance of the heart his mouth speaks.

Ie/  Tedd Tripp in Shepherding a Child’s Heart, p. 5

· 2 children fight over a toy
· Classic response:  “Who had it first?”
· Misses heart issue
· “Justice operates in the favor of the child who was the quicker draw in getting the toy to begin with.” 
· Heart issue – both children are communicating:  “I don’t care about you or your happiness.  I am only concerned about myself.  I want this toy.  My happiness 
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· depends on possessing it.  I will have it and be happy regardless of what that means to you.”
· My happiness at another’s expense
· How can we help train the child’s heart in this situation?
Ie/  Dorothy Law Nolte penned “Children Learn What They Live”
· If children live with criticism they learn to condemn. 

· If children live with hostility, they learn to fight. 

· If children live with fear, they learn to be apprehensive. 

· If children live with pity, they learn to feel sorry for themselves. 

· If children live with ridicule, they learn to feel shy. 

· If children live with jealousy, they learn to feel envy. 

· If children live with encouragement, they learn confidence. 

· If children live with tolerance, they learn patience. 

· If children live with acceptance, they learn to like themselves. 

· If children live with recognition, they learn it is good to have a goal. 

· If children live with sharing, they learn generosity. 

· If children live with honesty, they learn truthfulness. 

· If children live with fairness, they learn justice. 

· If children live with kindness and consideration, they learn respect. 

· If children live with security, they learn to have faith in themselves and in those about them. 

· If children live with friendliness, they learn the world is a nice place in which to live.
B.
The Process Of Training:  Breaking Self-Will, Conforming To God’s Will
· Susannah Wesley had seventeen children, including John and Charles. She once wrote this, "The parent who studies to subdue self-will in his child, works together with God in the saving of a soul. The parent who indulges self-will does the devil's work, makes religion impractical, salvation unattainable, and does all that is in him to drown his child, soul and body forever. Don't indulge self-will in a child. Subdue it. Breaking self-will is the key; teaching them that they are sinful and that that self-will is a sinful expression that is an offense against God for which God will punish them eternally. Teach them that they are called to obey the law of God which they are to do, but can't do apart from God's grace working in their heart. Show them their sin and show them that they can't do anything about it-only God can change their heart through their faith in Christ. As they exercise simple faith in Christ when they're young, accept each step they take. God only knows when true conversion takes place. Encourage every step toward Him
· Susannah Wesley, mother of 19 (including John and Charles Wesley) almost 300 years ago

· 10 of 19 children died before two 

· 1 daughter was deformed

· husband was arrested for his stand on the Bible by people in his own church

· those horrible church members even burnt the roof off her house

· terrible poverty

· one thief slashed her cows utters – had to find milk somewhere else
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· through it all, Susannah wrote in her diary that her tribulations were to "promote my

· spiritual and eternal good. Glory be to Thee, O Lord."

· Susannah Wesley had 16 rules for the children to live by:

1. Eating between meals not allowed.

2. As children they are to be in bed by 8 p.m.

3. They are required to take medicine without complaining.

4. Subdue self-will in a child, and thus work together with God to save the child’s soul.

5. Teach a child to pray as soon as he can speak.

6. Require all to be still during Family Worship.

7. Give them noting that they cry for, and only that which they ask for politely.

8. To prevent lying, punish no fault which is first confessed and repented of.

9. Never allow a sinful act to go unpunished.

10. Never punish a child twice for a single offense.

11. Commend and reward good behavior.

12. Any attempt to please, even if poorly performed, should be commended.

13. Preserve property rights, even in smallest matters.

14. Strictly observe all promises.

15. Require no daughter to work before she can read well.

16. Teach children to fear the rod.

C.
The Goal Of Training:  Re-Prioritizing God’s View Of Success Over The World’s View Of Success (Mt 22:37-40)

ie/  Pressure of success:

· baseball players needing illegal performance enhancements

· football team needing to steal signals from the other team to win 3 of last 4 Superbowls

· misstate earnings

· using lead paint in toys to save money

· “If you’re not cheating, you’re not trying”
· The world’s priority:
· Possession – what you wear, what kind of gear (cell phone,
· Profession – academics, elite schools, power jobs
· Popularity – status before others; if no status, then self-esteem

Ie/  not demand straight A’s, but one’s best effort

· not accept laziness or slacking off

· if worked hard for a B, praise the effort

· goal is not the grade (where ends justifies the means)

· goal is the work ethic

Matthew 22:37-40 37Jesus said to him, ‘You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind.’ 38This is the first and great commandment. 39And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.”
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Ie/  one of our daughters befriended a girl being ridiculed by others – praise that virtue

· This becomes the “Moral Explanation” for why we discipline

· Not just because the “parent” says so

II.
Admonition:  Warning A Child Of The Consequences Of Sin & Rebellion
· Nouthesia 
· From nouthetes = confront, admonish, warn, instruct 
· Kittel on nouthetes:  “to set right,” “to have a corrective influence on someone,” with double accusative: “to lay on the heart of someone.” νουθετεῖν can mean “to impart understanding,” “to teach”  (Theological Dictionary Of New Testament Words, p. G3560)
· John MacArthur:  “Training, the word training or discipline may refer to what is done to the child in terms of discipline. But the word instruction refers to what is said to the child, it's verbal instruction with a view to judgment. In other words, you must do this because if you do that, here are the consequences.”  (“A Crash Course in Christian Parenting,” http://articles.christiansunite.com/article2194.shtml)
Romans 15:14  I myself am confident concerning you, my brethren, that you also are full of goodness, filled with all knowledge, able also to admonish one another.

Acts 20:31  Therefore watch, and remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and days with tears.

1 Corinthians 4:14  I do not write these things to shame you, but as my beloved children I warn you.

Colossians 1:28  Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

Colossians 3:16  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 5:12  And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and are over you in the Lord and admonish you,

1 Thessalonians 5:14  Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all.

2 Thessalonians 3:15  Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother.

· “You play, you pay”

· “It’s pay day, some day”

· “If you play with fire, you’re going to get burned.”
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A.
Correct Behavior By Warning Of Consequences Of Actions (Prov 12:24; 13:18; 15:1; 16:18)
Prov 12:24 “laziness ends in slave labor”

13:18 “He who ignores discipline comes to poverty and shame”

15:1 “a harsh word stirs up anger”

16:18 “pride goes before destruction”
B.
Correct Behavior By Confronting The Sin
· Let The Bible Determine Your Discipline Methods, Not Culture

Proverbs 22:15 15Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; The rod of correction will drive it far from him.
· Define The Boundaries And The Punishment 

· Distinguish Between Childish Behavior And Willful Rebellion

· Don’t Threaten A Discipline That You Will Not Follow Through On Or The Child Knows You Don’t Mean What You Say

· Employ Spankings For Appropriate Offenses

· Don’t Spank On Impulse Or In Anger

· A common objection to spanking is that it teaches the child to hit.  If we do it impulsively and angrily, the child learns that.  But if we are of clear mind, objective oriented, we explain and afterwards embrace – then the child learns that punishment is administered fairly and deservedly.

· 2 Rules Of Spanking:  Location, Location

· On the buttocks – not intended to leave damage, not cause physical injury

· In private – not about public humiliation

· Be Reasonable With Expectations

· “Be absolutely sure that your children are capable of delivering what you require. Never punish them for wetting the bed involuntarily, for not becoming potty-trained by 18 months of age, or for doing poorly in school when they are incapable of greater academic success. These impossible demands put children in an unresolvable conflict: There is no way out. That condition brings inevitable damage to the human emotional apparatus.”  (James Dobson)

· Follow-up With Affection And Forgiveness
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Conclusion:
“How to Shape Your Child’s Character,” by Renee Swope
http://www.focusonyourchild.com/develop/art1/A0000167.html
www.CharacterCrew.com

· List “golden” attitudes and actions that are important to you. Thinking of your children, what do you consider to be the most important and basic character traits? 

· Develop a plan. Determine to teach your child the importance of character. Using terms that he or she can understand, describe or define each trait. 

· Model the traits in your everyday life. Look for ways to live out the traits as a family. Reinforce the traits by planning relevant activities. 

· Create a reward system. Children love to be encouraged with affirmation and blessings. To show your child how valuable character is in your home, develop a reward system. 

· Start mining for gold. Explain to your children that you are looking for “golden” attitudes and actions. With God’s help, commit to learning a new trait each month. Be on the lookout for those glimpses of gold! 

· Golden Attitudes 

· Patience: Waiting without complaining 

· Kindness: Being nice to others 

· Generosity: Giving your time, treasures or talents 

· Forgiveness: Overlooking a wrong 

· Compassion: Caring for someone in need 

· Golden Actions 

· Obedience: Carrying out instructions without question 

· Honesty: Telling the truth 

· Responsibility: Doing what is right 

· Kind words: Speaking words that honor others 

· Sharing: Giving part of something away 

· An initial emphasis on “golden” attributes that are natural for your child will give this new adventure a positive start. 

· Is your son compassionate — caring about someone who got hurt on the playground? 

· Is your daughter generous — offering to give a friend one of her toys or part of her snack? 

· Is your son responsible — offering to take out the trash or make his bed without being asked? 

· Is your daughter forgiving — willing to overlook an offense? 

