Catch Or Fumble:  Will Your Receive Christ?

John 1:10-13

I.
Dropping The Reception:  Three Ways People Reject Christ (10-11)

A.
The World Ignores Christ’s Continual Light (10a)
10aHe was in the world … and the world did not know Him.
B.
The World Ignores Christ’s Creative Genius (10b)
10band the world was made through Him and the world did not know Him.
C.
The World Ignores Christ’s Close Kinship (11)
11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
II.
Making The Reception:  The Power In Receiving Christ (12-13)
A.
The Grasp:  The Reception Of Christ (12a)
12aBut as many as received Him,

B.
The Gift:  The Right To Sonship (12b)
12bto them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name

1.
God’s Gracious Bestowal Of Salvation – “gave” (cf. Jn 3:16)

2.
God’s Legal Bestowal Of Sonship – “right” (cf. Rom 1:16)

3.
God’s Adoptive Acceptance In Sonship – “children” (cf. Acts 17:28)

C.
The Grace:  The Rebirth Through God (13, cf. Eph 2:8-9)
13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

Ephesians 2:8-9 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.

1.
Salvation Is Not Through A Family Lineage, But A Spiritual Birth (Jn 3:3-6)

2.
Salvation Is Not Through An Natural Desire, But A Spiritual Process

3.
Salvation Is Not Through One’s Religious Determination, But Through The Act Of Christ On The Cross

4.
Salvation Is Not Through Man’s Efforts, But Through God’s Efforts

Getting Caught Up:
1.
To Receive Christ Is To Be Receptive To God’s Passing Of His Son To Us

2.
To Receive Christ Is A Guaranteed Possession Of Salvation From Our Sins

3.
To Receive Christ Is Not About Running Routes, It’s Really More Of A Handoff – Simply Believe

Catch Or Fumble:  Will Your Receive Christ?
John 1:10-13

John 1:10-13 10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.
I.
Dropping The Reception:  Three Ways People Reject Christ (10-11)

               10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.

Ie/  Fumbles:

· Most fumbles, career: 161, Warren Moon

· Most fumbles, season: 23; Kerry Collins, 2001 and Daunte Culpepper, 2002

· Most fumbles, game: 7, Len Dawson

· The Holy Roller – Stabler fumbles, Banaszak advances, Casper recovers (9/10/78 vs. Chargers)

· To reject Christ

John 3:18-19 18“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
A.
The World Ignores Christ’s Continual Light (10a)
10aHe was in the world … and the world did not know Him.
John 1:4-5 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
· Jn 1:4-5 – talks about His continuous light being present

· V.10 continues the thought of His continuous effect on the world

· Sometimes we think if Jesus was present, visibly on earth now, that evangelism would be so much easier

· But even when Jesus was here, most people still rejected Him

· Even when He comes again to rule for a Millennium, people will still reject Him
· Emphasis of verb is about the “continuous” nature of Christ’s presence

B.
The World Ignores Christ’s Creative Genius (10b)
10band the world was made through Him and the world did not know Him.
· Continuation of thought – Christ was present and past in His relationship with the world

· World denied Christ on both counts
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· “know” = ginosko – intimate knowledge that one must pay attention to

· Christ is our Maker, and the world didn’t recognize Him

· IE/  Imagine, as a parent, your child knows you exist, but declines to acknowledge, respect or listen to you
· Instead of acknowledging that God is our Creator, because it is so evident, the world denies the Creator in exchange for the “chance” 

· The universe came into being by “chance”

· If God really created this Universe to have an intimate relationship with man, how would He feel if we traded Him for a non-existent entity 

· “chance” is not an entity, it is merely a term designated for a mathematical probability

Romans 1:19-23 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
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c. Eternal God




(From Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 31)
· Charles Ryrie describes the content of General Revelation:
(1) His glory (Ps. 19:1).

(2) His power to work in creating the universe (Ps. 19:1).

(3) His supremacy (Rom. 1:20).

(4) His divine nature (Rom. 1:20).

(5) His providential control of nature (Acts 14:17).

(6) His goodness (Matt. 5:45).

(7) His intelligence (Acts 17:29).

(8) His living existence (Acts 17:28)
(Basic Theology, p. 36)
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· Norman Geisler contrasts the Christian arguments of origin with the Atheistic counter-argument:  (Worlds Apart, pp. 53ff)

	Cosmological Argument

	Christian Argument
	Atheist Argument

	1.     Every effect has a cause.

2.     The universe is an effect.

3.     Therefore, the universe has a cause.


	1.    God is a self-caused being.

2.    But it is impossible to cause one’s own being for a cause is prior to its effect, and one cannot exist prior to one’s existence.

3.    Therefore, God cannot exist.


· “Without excuse” removes a potential excuse man could give at the judgment seat for not responding to God.  If they claim they were “Agnostic” (without knowledge), God would say He made Himself so clear that everyone could have knowledge of Him.

· General Revelation provides a legal basis for judgment.  There is no excuse.

· R.C. Sproul writes:  “The cumulative effect of this knowledge that is clearly seen is to leave men ‘without excuse’.  Herein lies the basis of the universal guilt of man.  No one can claim ignorance of the knowledge of God.  No one can cite insufficient evidence for not believing in God.  Though people are not persuaded by the evidence, this does not indicate an insufficiency in the evidence, but rather an insufficiency in man…The problem is not a lack of knowledge or a lack of natural cognitive equipment, but a moral deficiency.  Hence man is held to be at fault for his refusal to submit to the evidence God plainly provides.”  (If There’s A God, Why Are There Atheists?, p.62)

Hebrews 11:3 3By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

· IE/  R. Kent Hughes shares the story about Charles Steinmetz who was the mechanical genius friend of Henry Ford.  It was said that he could build a motor in his mind, and if it broke down, he could fix it in his mind.  Thus, his motor designs were flawless.
One day, the assembly line at Ford’s auto plant broke down.  None of Ford’s men knew how to fix it.  So they called Steinmetz who tinkered for a couple of minutes, threw the switch and solved the problem.

A few days later, Ford received a bill from Steinmetz for $10,000.  Ford wrote Steinmetz;, “Charlie, don’t you think your bill is a little high for just a little tinkering?”  Steinmetz sent a revised bill:  “Tinkering - $10.  Knowing where to tinker - $9,990.”  (Hughes, John, p. 18)
· Jesus is our Maker and knows how to tinker with our lives

· Yet He is undervalued and underappreciated by His creation
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C.
The World Ignores Christ’s Close Kinship (11; cf. Acts 2:22–23, 36; 3:13–15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:38–39; 13:27–29)
11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
· Leon Morris:  “ ‘Did not recognize him’ refers to more than intellectual knowledge.  There is also the thought of the failure to know intimately, to know and love as a friend, to be in right relation.”  (The Gospel Of John, p. 85)

· “He came home” and was turned away
· “receiving that which has been handed down by another” (B. F. Westcott)
· He didn’t go to a foreign country, where He would have been unrecognized

· He came to His own people, who chose to ignore Him, His miracles, His teaching, His resurrection

Acts 2:22-23 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

Acts 2:36 36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Acts 3:13-15 13The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.

Acts 4:10 10let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.

Acts 5:30 30The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree.
Acts 10:38-39 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree.

Acts 13:27-29 27For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. 28And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. 29Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.
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II.
Making The Reception:  The Power In Receiving Christ (12-13)
John 1:12-13 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

A.
The Grasp:  The Reception Of Christ
· “received” = lambanō = “take hold of,” “obtain,” or “grasp.”
· Charles Spurgeon:  “He was a stranger, and they took him in. He was food, and they took him in, and fed on him. He was living water, and they received him, drank him up, took him into themselves. He was light, and they received the light. He was life, and they received the life, and they lived by what they received. As the empty cup receives from the flowing fountain, so do we receive Christ into our emptiness.”  (“The Simplicity And Sublimity Of Salvation,” Sermon, June 5, 1982, http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2259.htm)
B.
The Gift:  The Right To Sonship
1.
God’s Gracious Bestowal Of Salvation – “gave” (cf. Jn 3:16)
· “gave” = gift

John 3:16 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
2.
God’s Legal Bestowal Of Sonship – “right” (cf. Rom 1:16)
· “right” = exousia = legal authority, legitimate claim
· access to the title of “child of God”

· The word (ἐξουσία) does not describe mere ability, but legitimate, rightful authority, derived from a competent source which includes the idea of power.” (Westcott, The Gospel According to St. John, p. 9)
· Status:  Prince, Princess
· Paul uses the term “son” to emphasize our adoptive relationship
· John uses the term “child” to emphasize the personal relationship
Romans 1:16a 16aFor I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes
· What power to turn sinners into sons & daughters

· God never called an angel “My son”
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· Charles Spurgeon preached: “We were slaves before; now we are sons. We were strangers, aliens, enemies; and every word that means an evil thing might have been applied to us; but when we laid hold on Christ, we were adopted by some great citizen, and publicly acknowledged in the forum as being henceforth that man's son, was regarded as such, so, as soon as we believe in Jesus, we get the status of sons. "Beloved, now we are the sons of God." (“The Simplicity And Sublimity Of Salvation,” Sermon, June 5, 1982, http://www.spurgeon.org/sermons/2259.htm)
3.
God’s Adoptive Acceptance In Sonship – “children” (cf. Acts 17:28)
· “children” = tekna
· doesn’t use “sons” which focuses on being an heir and inheritance
· “children” is used to emphasize a parental relationship

· we are invited to call God “Father,” “Abba,” “Daddy”

· ie/  I noticed the shift when my older kids called me “Dad” instead of “Daddy” and missed the intimate term

· focus is on participating in God’s family

· Those who feel alone or insignificant are reminded that if you trust Christ, we are not abandoned or forgotten, we are the child of God

Acts 17:28 28for in Him we live and move and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’
· Paul is citing a Greek Poet, either Aratus or Cleanthes, to connect with his Greek listeners to drive home the point that we are God’s offspring
C.
The Grace:  The Rebirth Through God (cf. Eph 2:8-9)
Ephesians 2:8-9 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9not of works, lest anyone should boast.

1.
Salvation Is Not Through A Family Lineage, But A Spiritual Birth (Jn 3:3-6)
not of blood
John 3:3-6 3Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.
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· “blood” is a Hebrew idiom for “life”

Leviticus 17:11 11For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have given it to you upon the altar to make atonement for your souls; for it is the blood that makes atonement for the soul.’

· We might use the term “bloodline” to refer to one’s lineage and birth

· Some might think that since they are born into a Christian family, that makes them a Christian automatically

· God has no grandchildren

· You don’t become a Christian through your parents, but by making a personal decision for Christ

2.
Salvation Is Not Through An Natural Desire, But A Spiritual Process
nor of the will of the flesh

· “flesh” = “natural appetites” (Boice)

· “flesh” not referring to what is sinful, but what is natural

· opposite of spiritual

3.
Salvation Is Not Through One’s Religious Determination, But Through The Act Of Christ On The Cross
nor of the will of man

4.
Salvation Is Not Through Man’s Efforts, But Through God’s Efforts

but of God

· Bible does not say “God helps those who help themselves”

· The message is more about “God helps the helpless”

Getting Caught Up:
1.
To Receive Christ Is To Be Receptive To God’s Passing Of His Son To Us
2.
To Receive Christ Is A Guaranteed Possession Of Salvation From Our Sins
3.
To Receive Christ Is Not About Running Routes, It’s Really More Of A Handoff – Simply Believe
· Jerry Rice became a great receiver

· Not about religious works

· Salvation is by faith



