Found In Translation

John 1:14-18
I.
Christ The Word Translates God The Spirit Into Human Flesh (14a, 18)
14aAnd the Word became flesh
18No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has           declared Him.

A.
As The Word, Christ Is Embodies The Infinite God Into A Human Framework

B.
As The Word, Christ Translates The Incomprehensible God For Human Comprehension
II.
Christ The Word Translates The Transcendent God Into The Immanent God By Dwelling Among Us (14b,16; cf. Ex 33:9)



          14b and dwelt among us
16aAnd of His fullness we have all received,

A.
Christ Is Beyond Man (Transcendent) In His Deity (Ps 145:3; Isa 45:21; 1 Tim 1:17)

B.
Christ Became Near To Man (Immanent) By Becoming A Man (Jn 3:16; Mt 11:28-29)

C.
Christ Gloriously Was Transcendent And Immanent Simultaneously (Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-20; Heb 1:3)

III.
Christ The Word Translates The Father’s Glory Into Human Perfection (14c, 15; cf. 9:3, 11:4,40) 


          14c and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,  
15John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”
A.
Christ Is Gloriously Preeminent (1:15a, 27)

B.
Christ Is Gloriously Preexistent (1:15b, 8:56-59, Lk 1:24,26, Isa 9:6)

IV.
Christ The Word Translates God’s Grace As One Who Transcends The Law (14d, 17a)
14d full of grace 

16And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
A.
The Law Defined God’s Righteous And Provided The Basis For Righteous Judgment
B.
The Requirements Of The Law Were Graciously Fulfilled By Christ Freeing Man From The Law’s Constraint (Gal 3:23-25; Rom 6:14; 7:4)

V.
Christ The Word Translates God’s Truth Through Teaching With Integrity (14e, 17b)
14e and truth
17band truth came through Jesus Christ.
A.
His Walk Demonstrated God’s Truth (Jn 7:18; 18:37; Mk 12:14, 32)

B.
His Talk Proclaimed God’s Truth (Jn 14:6; 8:40,45; Mk 12:14)
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John 1:14-18
John 1:14-18 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. 15John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ” 16And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.
I.
Christ The Word Translates God The Spirit Into Human Flesh (14a, 18)
14aAnd the Word became flesh
18No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the Father, He has           declared Him.

A.
As The Word, Christ Is Embodies The Infinite God Into A Human Framework
V. 14
· “Word” = logos = the embodiment of an idea, verbal expression of one’s thought

Hebrews 1:3 3who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,

· “express image” or “exact representation” = eikōn
· This word was used of an image or impression left by an engraving or stamping tool, such as a stamped coin or engraved wood.

· Christ is the authentic representation of what God is
· Eikōn is where we get our English word “icon”
· “Became” = egeneto = made, born

· This word reflects God’s choice to personally interact with man

· “Flesh” = sarx
· Eternal Spirit became flesh

· John uses these 3 words to challenge Docetism (from dokeo = to appear) who believed that Jesus was a ghost, spiritual being 

B.
As The Word, Christ Translates The Incomprehensible God For Human Comprehension (cf. 14:7-11)
John 14:7-11 7“If you had known Me, you would have known My Father also; and from now on you know Him and have seen Him.” 8Philip said to Him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is sufficient for us.” 9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you so long, and yet you have not known Me, Philip? He who has seen Me has seen the Father; so how can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father, and the Father in Me? The words that I speak to you I do not speak on My own authority; but the Father who dwells in Me does the works. 11Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe Me for the sake of the works themselves.
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II.
Christ The Word Translates The Transcendent God Into The Immanent God By Dwelling Among Us (14b,16)
14b and dwelt among us

16aAnd of His fullness we have all received,

· “dwelt” = skēnoō = to pitch a tent

· Christ pitched a tent to dwell with us on earth

Exodus 33:9 9And it came to pass, when Moses entered the tabernacle, that the pillar of cloud descended and stood at the door of the tabernacle, and the Lord talked with Moses.
A.
Christ Is Beyond Man (Transcendent) In His Deity (Ps 145:3; Isa 45:21; 1 Tim 1:17)
Psalm 145:3 3Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; And His greatness is unsearchable.
· John Wesley:  “Bring me a worm that can comprehend a man, and then I will show you a man that can comprehend the triune God!”
Isaiah 45:21 21Tell and bring forth your case; Yes, let them take counsel together. Who has declared this from ancient time? Who has told it from that time? Have not I, the Lord? And there is no other God besides Me, A just God and a Savior; There is none besides Me.
1 Timothy 1:17 17Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
B.
Christ Became Near To Man (Immanent) By Becoming A Man (cf. Jn 3:16; Mt 11:28-29)
John 1:1-2,14 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God… 14And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.

John 3:16 16For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

Matthew 11:28-29 28Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.
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C.
Christ Gloriously Was Transcendent And Immanent Simultaneously (Phil 2:6-11; Col 1:15-20; Heb 1:3)
· Men limit God with their worldviews

· The deist claims that God is transcendent but not immanent

· The pantheist claims that God is immanent but not transcendent

· The atheist claims that God is neither immanent or transcendent

· But the Bible claims that God is simultaneously immanent and transcendent

Philippians 2:6-11 6who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 8And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth, 11and that every tongue should confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.
Colossians 1:15-20 15He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation. 16For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. 17And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist. 18And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 19For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell, 20and by Him to reconcile all things to Himself, by Him, whether things on earth or things in heaven, having made peace through the blood of His cross.
Hebrews 1:3 3who being the brightness of His glory and the express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
· “God is transcendent.  This means God is beyond us and our world.  He is otherly.  Look at a stone: God is not it; God is beyond it.  Look at a man: God is not he; God is beyond him.  Yet God is not so beyond that he bears no relation to us and our world.  It is likewise true that God is immanent, and that means that he is with us.  Look at a stone: God is present.  Look at a man: God is present.  Is this, then, a contradiction?  Is theism nonsense at this point?  I think not.”  (James Sire, The Universe Next Door, p. 25)
III.
Christ The Word Translates The Father’s Glory Into Human Perfection (14c, 15; cf. 9:3, 11:4,40)
14c and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,  
15John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me, for He was before me.’ ”
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· “glory” = doxa = weightiness

· In the OT, glory of God was manifest in the Tabernacle, then the Temple

· In the NT, the glory of God was manifest in Christ

John 9:3 3Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works of God should be revealed in him.

John 11:4 4When Jesus heard that, He said, “This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God may be glorified through it.”

John 11:40 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not say to you that if you would believe you would see the glory of God?”
· “only begotten” = monogenēs = only, unique child

· Christ is the unique and only Son of God

· Not that Jesus had a birth or beginning, but that He is the unique Son

A.
Christ Is Gloriously Preeminent (1:15a, 27)
John 1:15a 15a John bore witness of Him and cried out, saying, “This was He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me is preferred before me’
John 1:27 27It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.
B.
Christ Is Gloriously Preexistent (1:15b, 8:56-59, Lk 1:24,26, Isa 9:6)
John 1:15b 15b ‘for He was before me.’ ”
· Note that John the Baptist was 6 months older than Jesus

· As the older cousin, JB could have given more honor

· Yet, JB is giving Jesus Preeminence and Preexistence proclamations

Luke 1:24,26 24Now after those days his wife Elizabeth conceived; and she hid herself five months, saying … 26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,
John 8:56-59 56Your ancestor Abraham rejoiced that he would see my day; he saw it and was glad.” 57Then the Jews said to him, “You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen Abraham?” 58Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, before Abraham was, I AM.” 59So they picked up stones to throw at him, but Jesus hid himself and went out of the temple.
· “was” = genestai = came to be

· “AM” = eimi = eternal claim of being the Jehovah of the OT
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· To claim that He was pre-existent to Abraham’s existence is a definite claim to be the Eternal God.
· Yahweh = I Am Who I Am

Exodus 3:14 14God said to Moses, “I Am Who I Am.” He said further, “Thus you shall say to the Israelites, ‘I Am has sent me to you.’ ”
· “Yahweh” conveys the idea of eternality and self-existence

· Yahweh - connected with Heb. Verb “to be”

· It is used 5300x in OT

· The name is so revered that it was unspeakable because the ancient Jews were superstitious and thought pronouncing it would bring doom.

John 6:38 38For I have come down from heaven, not to do My own will, but the will of Him who sent Me.
Isaiah 9:6 6For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
· Child is born = humanity

· Son is given = preexistent deity
IV.
Christ The Word Translates God’s Grace As One Who Transcends The Law (14d, 17a)
14d full of grace 

16And of His fullness we have all received, and grace for grace. 17For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
· “full” = plērēs (from plērōma)
· Jesus maintained the fullness or totality of God 
Colossians 1:19 19For it pleased the Father that in Him all the fullness should dwell,
Colossians 2:9 9For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily;
Ephesians 1:23 23which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.
Ephesians 3:19 19to know the love of Christ which passes knowledge; that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.
· This fullness benefits us in His full gra

A.
The Law Defined God’s Righteous And Provided The Basis For Righteous Judgment (Gal 3:19-21)
· We are now under the governing principle of grace, not the law.

· OT – under the Mosaic Law

· 613 commandments – 365 negative, 248 positive

· Mosaic Law given to Israel and only Israel

· law could not save or sanctify

p. 6
Galatians 3:19 19What purpose then does the law serve? It was added because of transgressions, till the Seed should come to whom the promise was made; and it was appointed through angels by the hand of a mediator.

Galatians 3:21 21Is the law then against the promises of God? Certainly not! For if there had been a law given which could have given life, truly righteousness would have been by the law.
· law couldn’t save, it only pointed out our sin and God’s righteousness

B.
The Requirements Of The Law Were Graciously Fulfilled By Christ Freeing Man From The Law’s Constraint (Gal 3:23-25; Rom 6:14; 7:4)
Galatians 3:23-25 23But before faith came, we were kept under guard by the law, kept for the faith which would afterward be revealed. 24Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified by faith. 25But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
Romans 7:4 4Therefore, my brethren, you also have become dead to the law through the body of Christ, that you may be married to another—to Him who was raised from the dead, that we should bear fruit to God.

Romans 6:14 14For sin shall not have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

V.
Christ The Word Translates God’s Truth Through Teaching With Integrity (14e, 17b)
14e and truth
17band truth came through Jesus Christ.
· “truth” = alethias = all that is real according to God

A.
His Walk Demonstrated God’s Truth (Jn 7:18; 18:37; Mk 12:14, 32)
John 7:18 18He who speaks from himself seeks his own glory; but He who seeks the glory of the One who sent Him is true, and no unrighteousness is in Him.
John 18:37 37Pilate therefore said to Him, “Are You a king then?” Jesus answered, “You say rightly that I am a king. For this cause I was born, and for this cause I have come into the world, that I should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.”
Mark 12:14a 14aWhen they had come, they said to Him, “Teacher, we know that You are true, and care about no one

Mark 12:32 32So the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but He.
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B.
His Talk Proclaimed God’s Truth (Jn 14:6; 8:40,45; Mk 12:14)
John 14:6 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
John 8:40 40But now you seek to kill Me, a Man who has told you the truth which I heard from God. Abraham did not do this.

John 8:45 45But because I tell the truth, you do not believe Me.
Mark 12:14b 14b for You do not regard the person of men, but teach the way of God in truth. 

John 8:31-36 31Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.” 33They answered Him, “We are Abraham’s descendants, and have never been in bondage to anyone. How can You say, ‘You will be made free’?” 34Jesus answered them, “Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits sin is a slave of sin. 35And a slave does not abide in the house forever, but a son abides forever. 36Therefore if the Son makes you free, you shall be free indeed.
Conclusion:
