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John The Baptist:  Greatness In The Grassroots

John 1:19-34

Luke 7:28 28For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”
I.
Being Secure In Our Identity Relieves The Pressure To Misrepresent Ourselves 
19Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the Lord,” ’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

II.
Being Certain Of Our Purpose Deters Us From Cowering To Criticism
24Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. 25And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know.
III.
Being Accurate In Our Self-Estimation Before Christ Guards Us From Pride

27It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 28These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

IV.
Being Enthused About Our Savior Makes Us Enthused About Our Proclamation
29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’

V.
Being Obedient In Faith Keeps Us Focused On Elucidating The Invisible Christ
31I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” 

VI.
Being Sensitive To The Spirit Of God Gives Us Confidence In Faithful Obedience
32And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”
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Introduction:
· Pressure in world for “greatness”

· Parents pressure kids for worldly greatness – university, degree, occupation

· We pressure each other towards worldly greatness – status, status of spouse, status of neighborhood, brand of clothes, car and company

· “Success is the progressive realization and internalization of all that God wants me to be and do.”  (Ron Jenson)

· “Success is peace of mind which is a direct result of self-satisfaction in knowing you did your best to become the best that you are capable of becoming.”  (John Wooden, basketball coach, UCLA)
· “Success is the continuing achievement of becoming the person God wants you to be and accomplishing the goals God has helped you set.”  (Charles Stanley)

· Jesus:  Matthew 20:26 26Yet it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant.
Luke 7:28 28For I say to you, among those born of women there is not a greater prophet than John the Baptist; but he who is least in the kingdom of God is greater than he.”

· Greatest mortal on earth ate bugs, didn’t own a home and didn’t have a full closet
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I.
Being Secure In Our Identity Relieves The Pressure To Misrepresent Ourselves 

19Now this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22Then they said to him, “Who are you, that we may give an answer to those who sent us? What do you say about yourself?” 23He said: “I am ‘The voice of one crying in the wilderness: “Make straight the way of the Lord,” ’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

· Lie on a resume

· Go on a date and pretend to be more than you really are

· Brag to your friends about something you didn’t do

· Take steroids to unfairly enhance your performance over others who don’t

· Run for office and make promises you can’t reasonably fulfill

· Jeb Magruder, who was imprisoned for his part in the Watergate scandal reevaluated his view of success:  “I climbed the ladder of success to the top only to discover that my ladder was propped against the wrong wall.”

· Religious critics came out to criticize John the Baptist’s ministry

· 3 comparisons could have been opportunities for JB to increase his stature among his critics

· Christ – anointed one the Jews were awaiting

· JB could have fooled some people for awhile to be the “Messiah” to attract headlines

· Even if bad publicity, it’s still publicity

· We live in a world where people become famous for doing nothing significant – publicity is self-promotion

· “You Tube” stand out, # of friends on “Facebook”

· Elijah – JB has ministry similar to Elijah, rugged lifestyle, messages of judgment

· Elijah never died

2 Kings 2:11 11Then it happened, as they continued on and talked, that suddenly a chariot of fire appeared with horses of fire, and separated the two of them; and Elijah went up by a whirlwind into heaven.
· Malachi predicted Elijah would return before the Messiah

Malachi 4:5 5Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the Lord.

· The Jews expected this Elijah-like person to come settle disputes among the Rabbinic schools and/or introduce the Messiah

p. 3
· Zechariah (JB’s father) was told his son (JB) would have a ministry in the “spirit and power of Elijah”

Luke 1:17 17He will also go before Him in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.”
· Prophet

· Another prophetic figure in the End Time that would announce the 2nd Coming of Christ
· Moses-like – Dt 18:15
Deuteronomy 18:15 15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear,
· “Make straight the way of the Lord” = removing the obstacles from the road for people to take

Ie/  Jim Brown – missionary background, testing, counseling, etc.  He just wrote me with some nice words about my work on the Personnel Committee – I’m under no misunderstanding – he does all the work, we get to affirm his work on missionary candidates.  I wrote him back saying that he is the one who cooks the meal all year long and for a couple of days a year, we get to eat and enjoy his cooking.  He does the nitty gritty work.  Our role is affirmation.

· Insecure people need to project an image of who they are not 

· popularity grab at school

· promotion jockeying at work

II.
Being Certain Of Our Purpose Deters Us From Cowering To Criticism

24Now those who were sent were from the Pharisees. 25And they asked him, saying, “Why then do you baptize if you are not the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, saying, “I baptize with water, but there stands One among you whom you do not know.
· Ie/  When I told family I was going into the ministry and wanted to go to Bible school

· “Barber college?”

· can’t get married if priest

· live off people’s offering – how indignant

· ie/  People question you

· Parents – why go to church

· Co-worker – why share the Gospel

· Tendency to cower at the criticism

· Knowing your purpose will keep you from cowering at the criticism
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· John the Baptizer baptizes

· Different than believers baptism

· “baptism” = concept of “identification”

· Believer’s Baptism = identify with work of Christ

· Spirit Baptism = identify with Body of Christ

· Jesus’ Baptism = identify as the Messiah, coming One

· John’s Baptism = repentance of sin

· Notice JB points out that he baptizes with water, he later mentions Christ who baptizes with the Spirit (vv. 33-34)

· “Preparation”

· Prepare children’s heart for the Gospel by getting them to understand their sin and sinfulness

· Never discipline children, children won’t connect consequences to sin

· John prepared the hearts of future Christians by getting them to identify with being repentant of their sin then when the Savior is introduced, people will realize their need for a Savior

· ie/  Sous Chef – prepares, doesn’t get the credit

· hor derves prepares the eater for the main course

· ie/  Pit Crew gets car ready for the driver – not Jimmy Johnson, Jeff Gordon, Earnhardt or Tony Stewart

John 3:25-30 25Then there arose a dispute between some of John’s disciples and the Jews about purification. 26And they came to John and said to him, “Rabbi, He who was with you beyond the Jordan, to whom you have testified—behold, He is baptizing, and all are coming to Him!” 27John answered and said, “A man can receive nothing unless it has been given to him from heaven. 28You yourselves bear me witness, that I said, ‘I am not the Christ,’ but, ‘I have been sent before Him.’ 29He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must decrease.
· Groomsman makes Groom and Bride look good, not the center of attention
III.
Being Accurate In Our Self-Estimation Before Christ Guards Us From Pride

27It is He who, coming after me, is preferred before me, whose sandal strap I am not worthy to loose.” 28These things were done in Bethabara beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

· “Humility is the ability to see ourselves as God describes us.”
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· Four occasions in a man’s life when he discovers he’s no better than anyone else:

· 1st time you get spanked

· 1st time you get punched in the nose

· 1st time you get slapped in the face by a woman

· 1st time the IRS slaps more tax on your honest tax return
(Carl Riblet Jr.)

Psalm 8 1To the Chief Musician. On the Instrument of Gath. A Psalm of David. O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth, Who have set Your glory above the heavens! 2Out of the mouth of babes and nursing infants You have ordained strength, Because of Your enemies, That You may silence the enemy and the avenger. 3When I consider Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, The moon and the stars, which You have ordained, 4What is man that You are mindful of him, And the son of man that You visit him? 5For You have made him a little lower than the angels, And You have crowned him with glory and honor. 6You have made him to have dominion over the works of Your hands; You have put all things under his feet, 7All sheep and oxen— Even the beasts of the field, 8The birds of the air, And the fish of the sea That pass through the paths of the seas. 9O Lord, our Lord, How excellent is Your name in all the earth!
· Accurate appraisal

· God’s name is excellent

· He creates the heaven with minimal effort (v. 3 “fingers”)

· Considering the Universe God created, what is man?

· Why is God mindful of us?

· Why would God visit us?

· Made lower than angels

· Will be crowned with glory and honor

· Dominion over beasts, birds and fish

· Yet, God’s name is excellent
· We are lower than God and angels

· We are created in the image of Christ

· Any worth in us is inherent in our Creator, Father

· Ie/  celebrities because of famous fathers, do nothing on their own

· We are loved by Christ

· We are children of God

IV.
Being Enthused About Our Savior Makes Us Enthused About Our Proclamation

29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is He of whom I said, ‘After me comes a Man who is preferred before me, for He was before me.’

· What we’re enthused about, we talk about
· Food

· Family

· Hobby
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· Politics

· Sports

· Crafts

· Christ

· John didn’t see his younger Christ, probably since before Jesus was born when JB kicked in Elizabeth’s womb upon hearing Mary was pregnant

· But even though JB didn’t have a relationship with his cousin all these 30 years, he knew much about Him
· “Behold” = exciting attention getter

· “Lamb” – sacrifice

· not just lamb-like, but God’s lamb

· “takes away sin” = redemption
· “takes away” = airo = remove, get rid of
· “world”

· “preferred” = glory of Christ

· “before me” = preexistence

· How did John know so much about a person he had not yet met?

· He read about Christ the Messiah in the OT – diligent student

· Enthused at his coming and purpose

V.
Being Obedient In Faith Keeps Us Focused On Elucidating The Invisible Christ

31I did not know Him; but that He should be revealed to Israel, therefore I came baptizing with water.” 

· No old family photo to carry along
· No Facebook page

· John didn’t know who Jesus, yet was obedient in baptizing in preparation for His arrival

· What makes a person obedient to an unseen task – faith

Hebrews 11:1 1Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.
· Missionary steps out in faith

· Children’s workers – faith that God will take their seed planting and fertilizing and bring fruit in the lives of many of the children

Hebrews 11:6 6But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
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VI.
Being Sensitive To The Spirit Of God Gives Us Confidence In Faithful Obedience

32And John bore witness, saying, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a dove, and He remained upon Him. 33I did not know Him, but He who sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘Upon whom you see the Spirit descending, and remaining on Him, this is He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I have seen and testified that this is the Son of God.”
· John got the ID of Christ by trusting in the promise of the Spirits identification of Christ
· Spirit leads us, Word of God guides us
· Filled with Spirit of God, Know Word of God, Know Purpose of God
· JB distinguishes the Son of God who baptizes with HS from himself who baptizes with water

· JB referring to salvation

· 4 keys for success that JB exemplifies

· Knows purpose

· Knows self

· Knows Christ

· Led by Spirit
