Light Reflector Or Light Rejecter?

John 1:4-11
I.
The Resource Of Light:  Shining The Light Of Christ (4-5)

A.
Christ Is The Source Of Life (4a; cf. 3:15; 5:26; 6:57; 10:10; 11:25; 14:6; 17:3)
4aIn Him was life,
B.
Christ Brings The Purpose For Life (4b; cf. Ps 36:9; Jn 8:12; 9:5; 12:36,46)
4band the life was the light of men
C.
Christ Defeats The Darkness Of Death (5)
5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
II.
The Reflector Of Light:  Sharing The Light Of Christ (6-9)

A.
An Important Mission (cf. Mt 28:18-20; Rom 10:14; Mt 5:14-16)
1.
God Chose Man To Bear Witness Of This Light (6-7a; cf. 1:29; 3:29-31)

6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7aThis man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light
2.
Man Chooses Faith To Receive The Life Of This Light (7) 

7bthat all through him might believe.

B.
A More Important Message


1.
The Message Is More Important Than The Messenger (8)

8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
· Because God chose some, we will win some. (Eph 1:4-5)

· God doesn’t ask us to bring the lost to Christ, but to bring Christ to the lost.  (Jn 6:44)

· God doesn’t ask us to break down closed doors, but to walk through open doors.  (Col 4:3)

· God doesn’t ask us to persuade about the Gospel, but to present the Gospel.  (1 Cor 3:6-7)


2.
The Message Is A Matter Of Life & Death (9)

9That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.
III.
The Rejecter Of Light:  Shunning The Light Of Christ (10-11; cf. 3:18-19)

A.
The World Ignores Christ’s Incarnation (10a)
10aHe was in the world … and the world did not know Him.
B.
The World Ignores Christ’s Creation (10b; cf. Rom 1:19-23; Heb 11:3)
10band the world was made through Him and the world did not know Him.
C.
The World Ignores Christ’s Lordship (11; cf. Acts 2:22–23, 36; 3:13–15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:38–39; 13:27–29)

11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
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John 1:4-11
John 1:4-11 4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world. 10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
Introduction:
1.
My hope is that if you run for President, that your pastor will not embarrass you or cause you to recant what he preached.

· Obama’s pastor, Pastor Wright, in Chicago has preached some controversial topics (eg. America created HIV to eliminate African Americans)

· When we get away from the truth of Scripture and begin to reflect society, the church gets away from God’s message of salvation

2.
When the church reflects society and not Scripture, darkness can not be overcome by light


· Society presents sin as poverty and salvation as overcoming poverty

· Scriptures present sin as death and salvation as overcoming the effects of sin

Proposition:  The charge to proclaim the gift of eternal life is reflected in John 1 – a message to be received or rejected by the hearer; a message to be proclaimed by every possessor of this Light of Life.
I.
The Resource Of Light:  Shining The Light Of Christ (4-5)
               4In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. 5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
A.
Christ Is The Source Of Life (4a)
4aIn Him was life,
· “Life” = zōē  = eternal life in quality and quantity

· Christ is the source of this eternal life

· Also source of physical life and spiritual life

· Being with Christ is a “day to day” experience, not a temporary experience

John 3:15 15that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.
John 5:26 26For as the Father has life in Himself, so He has granted the Son to have life in Himself,

John 6:57 57As the living Father sent Me, and I live because of the Father, so he who feeds on Me will live because of Me.
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John 10:10 10The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.
John 11:25 25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live.
John 14:6 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.
John 17:3 3And this is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.

· Christ is offering us a greater life of eternal relationship with Him

· Man is trading an eternal quality of life for the mundane pleasures of sin

· Man is trading the eternal quantity of life for temporal pursuits

· Ie/  Elliot Spitzer – spent $80K for moments of misspent pleasure that would ruin his family, his job and his effectiveness
B.
Christ Brings The Purpose For Life (4b)
4band the life was the light of men
· Light pictures a righteousness against the backdrop of the darkness of sin

· Righteousness is life; sin brings death

· Light dispels darkness

· Ie/  a tiny flashlight or a candle dispels darkness

Psalm 36:9 9For with You is the fountain of life; In Your light we see light.
John 8:12 12Then Jesus spoke to them again, saying, “I am the light of the world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness, but have the light of life.”
John 9:5 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”
John 12:36 36While you have the light, believe in the light, that you may become sons of light.” 
John 12:46 46I have come as a light into the world, that whoever believes in Me should not abide in darkness.
C.
Christ Defeats The Darkness Of Death (5)
5And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.
· Christ is Light that dispels darkness

· Ie/  Fighting mold in the house; light counteracts dark & damp situations which breeds destruction
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· Light makes things clear, darkness keeps sin hidden

· Ie/  tell the kids to not read in the dark, bad for your eyes
II.
The Reflector Of Light:  Sharing The Light Of Christ (6-9)
          6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7This man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light, that all through him might believe. 8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light. 9That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.
A.
An Important Mission 

1.
God Chose Man To Bear Witness Of This Light (6-7a)
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7aThis man came for a witness, to bear witness of the Light
John 1:29 29The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!

John 3:29-31 29He who has the bride is the bridegroom; but the friend of the bridegroom, who stands and hears him, rejoices greatly because of the bridegroom’s voice. Therefore this joy of mine is fulfilled. 30He must increase, but I must decrease. 31He who comes from above is above all; he who is of the earth is earthly and speaks of the earth. He who comes from heaven is above all.
· We are commissioned by God to be His witnesses

Matthew 28:18-20 18And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

Romans 10:14 14How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear without a preacher?
· George W. Peters, A Biblical Theology of Missions, p. 163 says:  “God has chosen human instruments to accomplish His task in human hearts within a human society surrounded by human environment.”

ie/  Ed McMahon – Publisher Clearing House sweepstakes – surprise someone with the good news that they just one $1,000,000 dollars

- we’re sharing the good news – not paying for it, not choosing the winner, not convincing them – just reporting



**  we are also to warn that there is danger to remain in unbelief
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ie/  Paul Revere:  “The British are coming!” – not fight the enemy, not lead the attack




- but warn the people that danger is imminent



· We’re an IPod, Sony Walkman, Transistor Radio – we transmit the message, Christ is the radio station or the recording studio – the source of the message
Matthew 5:14-16 14“You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house. 16Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.
2.
Man Chooses Faith To Receive The Life Of This Light (7) 

7bthat all through him might believe.
· Man is the messenger
· Faith is the means

B.
A More Important Message


1.
The Message Is More Important Than The Messenger (8)

8He was not that Light, but was sent to bear witness of that Light.
· John is called as a witness to bear testimony of the Light

ie/  Jonah – ran away

ie/  Moses – give excuses

a.
Because God chose some, we will win some.

Ephesians 1:4-5  “Just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love, having predestined us to adoption as sons by Jesus Christ to Himself, according to the good pleasure of His will”

b.
God doesn’t ask us to bring the lost to Christ, but to bring Christ to the lost. 

John 6:44  “No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him; and I will raise him up at the last day.”

- God does the converting


- God does the convincing
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c.
God doesn’t ask us to break down closed doors, but to walk through open doors.  

Colossians 4:3  “Meanwhile praying also for us, that God would open to us a door for the word, to speak the mystery of Christ, for which I am also in chains”


- we will run into closed doors – but it’s not our job to break it down


- if it’s locked, move on to the next door

d.
God doesn’t ask us to persuade about the Gospel, but to present the Gospel. 

1 Corinthians 3:6-7  “I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase.  So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.”


2.
The Message Is A Matter Of Life & Death (9)

9That was the true Light which gives light to every man coming into the world.
III.
The Rejecter Of Light:  Shunning The Light Of Christ (10-11)
               10He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not know Him. 11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
John 3:18-19 18“He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. 19And this is the condemnation, that the light has come into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds were evil.
A.
The World Ignores Christ’s Incarnation (10a)
10aHe was in the world … and the world did not know Him.
· Sometimes we think if Jesus was present, visibly on earth now, that evangelism would be so much easier
· But even when Jesus was here, most people still rejected Him

· Even when He comes again to rule for a Millennium, people will still reject Him 

B.
The World Ignores Christ’s Creation (10b)
10band the world was made through Him and the world did not know Him.
· Continuation of thought – Christ was present and past in His relationship with the world

· World denied Christ on both counts

· “know” = ginosko – intimate knowledge that one must pay attention to
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Romans 1:19-23 19because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse, 21because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping things.
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(From Ryrie, Basic Theology, p. 31)
· Charles Ryrie describes the content of General Revelation:
(1) His glory (Ps. 19:1).

(2) His power to work in creating the universe (Ps. 19:1).

(3) His supremacy (Rom. 1:20).

(4) His divine nature (Rom. 1:20).

(5) His providential control of nature (Acts 14:17).

(6) His goodness (Matt. 5:45).

(7) His intelligence (Acts 17:29).

(8) His living existence (Acts 17:28)
(Basic Theology, p. 36)

· Norman Geisler contrasts the Christian arguments of origin with the Atheistic counter-argument:  (Worlds Apart, pp. 53ff)

	Cosmological Argument

	Christian Argument
	Atheist Argument

	1.     Every effect has a cause.

2.     The universe is an effect.

3.     Therefore, the universe has a cause.


	1.    God is a self-caused being.

2.    But it is impossible to cause one’s own being for a cause is prior to its effect, and one cannot exist prior to one’s existence.

3.    Therefore, God cannot exist.
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· “Without excuse” removes a potential excuse man could give at the judgment seat for not responding to God.  If they claim they were “Agnostic” (without knowledge), God would say He made Himself so clear that everyone could have knowledge of Him.

· General Revelation provides a legal basis for judgment.  There is no excuse.

· R.C. Sproul writes:  “The cumulative effect of this knowledge that is clearly seen is to leave men ‘without excuse’.  Herein lies the basis of the universal guilt of man.  No one can claim ignorance of the knowledge of God.  No one can cite insufficient evidence for not believing in God.  Though people are not persuaded by the evidence, this does not indicate an insufficiency in the evidence, but rather an insufficiency in man…The problem is not a lack of knowledge or a lack of natural cognitive equipment, but a moral deficiency.  Hence man is held to be at fault for his refusal to submit to the evidence God plainly provides.”  (If There’s A God, Why Are There Atheists?, p.62)

Hebrews 11:3 3By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of things which are visible.

C.
The World Ignores Christ’s Lordship (11; cf. Acts 2:22–23, 36; 3:13–15; 4:10; 5:30; 10:38–39; 13:27–29)

11He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him.
Acts 2:22-23 22“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know— 23Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

Acts 2:36 36“Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”

Acts 3:13-15 13The God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, the God of our fathers, glorified His Servant Jesus, whom you delivered up and denied in the presence of Pilate, when he was determined to let Him go. 14But you denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer to be granted to you, 15and killed the Prince of life, whom God raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.

Acts 4:10 10let it be known to you all, and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised from the dead, by Him this man stands here before you whole.

Acts 5:30 30The God of our fathers raised up Jesus whom you murdered by hanging on a tree.
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Acts 10:38-39 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 39And we are witnesses of all things which He did both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem, whom they killed by hanging on a tree.

Acts 13:27-29 27For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him, nor even the voices of the Prophets which are read every Sabbath, have fulfilled them in condemning Him. 28And though they found no cause for death in Him, they asked Pilate that He should be put to death. 29Now when they had fulfilled all that was written concerning Him, they took Him down from the tree and laid Him in a tomb.



