Lying Loses
Genesis 26-27

I.

Lying For Self-Protection Abandons God’s Promise Of Protection (Gen 26:1-33)

A.

We Lie Because We Quickly Forget God’s Promises (1-5)

B.

We Lie Because We Think Our Self-Protection Is More Convenient Than God’s Protection (6-9)

C.

We Lie Because We Forget That God Has Been Protecting Us (10-11)

D.

We Lie Because We Forget That God Has Been Providing For Us (12-15)

E.

We Lie Because We Don’t Realize That God Can Turn The Heart Of An Enemy Into An Ally (2333)

II.

Lying For Selfish Gain Abandons God’s Promise Of Provision (Gen 26:34 – 27:46)

A.

We Lie Because We Panic In Difficult Circumstances (26:34)

B.

We Lie Because We Feel Entitled To Exploit Another For Our Advantage (27:1-4)

C.

We Lie Because Our Selfish Ambition Blinds Us From Hurting Those Who Trust Us (27:5-13)

D.

We Lie Because We Think We’re More Clever Than God (14-25)

E.

We Lie Because We Desire Man’s Approval More Than God’s (26-29)

III.

Lying Results In Great Loss (30-46)

A.

Lies Are Eventually Found Out (30-35)

B.

Lies Betray Those Who Trust Us (36-40)

C.

Lies Endanger Relationships (41-46)

Conclusion:
1.

Christ is the Truth (John 1:17; 14:6)

2.

Walk In The Truth (1 John 1:6-7)

3.

Confess The Truth (1 John 1:8-10)

Lying Loses
Genesis 26-27

Introduction:



Lying politicians
Lying media





Lisa Firestone: “In her research, Bella DePaulo, Ph.D. found that people lie in one in five of
their daily interactions. Pamela Meyer, author of Liespotting, claims in her TED Talk that
we’re lied to from 10-200 times a day.” (“Why We Lie and How To Stop It,” Psychology
Today, 9/23/13 https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/compassion-matters/201309/why-welie-and-how-stop)
“lies don’t just hurt relationships, they can outright destroy them” (ibid)






Direct Lie
Half-Truth
Little White Lie
Withholding truth



Albert Mohler: “The only conversation worth having is an honest conversation among persons
who respect each other's deepest beliefs as being honestly held and honestly presented.”
(“Telling The Truth About Truth,”
http://newsweek.washingtonpost.com/onfaith/r_albert_mohler_jr/2006/11/telling_the_truth_a
bout_truth.html)

Proverbs 28:13 Whoever conceals his transgressions will not prosper, but he who confesses
and forsakes them will obtain mercy.

I.

Lying For Self-Protection Abandons God’s Promise Of Protection (Gen 26:1-33)


When is the last time you lied because you were scared?
 To keep a job
 To keep a promise
 To keep a relationship
 To protect someone



Joshua 2 & Hebrews 11 - Was it right for Rahab to protect the Israelites spies by
concealing them and lying to the pagan soldiers? Why or why not?



Exodus 1:20-21 – Hebrew Midwives – Was there lying involved to save the babies?
What reasons are there that makes this ethically acceptable or not?



“We are always and everywhere obligated to tell the truth to whom the truth is due. We
are to speak the truth where justice and righteousness requires the truth.” But in this case,

Dr. Sproul argues, righteousness required deceit. Being righteous before the face of God
required, in this specific case, that a murderer be deceived.
(http://www.ligonier.org/learn/devotionals/sanctity-truth/)
Antinomianism
No divine
absolutes –
rightness is
relative and
personal



A.

Utilitarianism
Many general
guidelines but
there are
exceptions –
resolve conflict
with motivation of
love

Conflicting
Absolutism
Many divine
absolutes that
conflict – there is
no resolution

Graded
Absolutism
Many divine
absolutes to do
conflict – resolve
through
prioritizing
absolutes

Non-Conflicting
Absolutism
Many divine
absolutes that
never conflict

Lying
o
o
o
o

can be viewed through this grid
Antinomians – Lie at our convenience
Utilitarians – Lying OK when it benefits society
Conflicting Absolutes – Murder & Lying conflict – just deal with it
Graded Absolutes – Murder is graded worse than Lying so Lying would be justified in
case of protecting a murder
o Non-Conflicting Absolutism – Murder & Lying are both wrong – there is no conflict

We Lie Because We Quickly Forget God’s Promises (1-5)
1Now

there was a famine in the land, besides the former famine that was in the days of
Abraham. And Isaac went to Gerar to Abimelech king of the Philistines. 2And
the LORD appeared to him and said, “Do not go down to Egypt; dwell in the land of which I
shall tell you. 3Sojourn in this land, and I will be with you and will bless you, for to you
and to your offspring I will give all these lands, and I will establish the oath that I
swore to Abraham your father. 4I will multiply your offspring as the stars of heaven and
will give to your offspring all these lands. And in your offspring all the nations of the
earth shall be blessed, 5because Abraham obeyed my voice and kept my charge, my
commandments, my statutes, and my laws.”




Famine, as in the days of Abraham (v. 1)
Isaac goes to Gerar, where the King of the Philistines presided
V. 2 – don’t go to Egypt, dwell where God tells you

Seven Stated Promises:
 “I will be with you” (3a)
 “I will bless you” (3b)
 “I will give all these lands” (3c)
 “I will establish the oath” (3d)
o ratification of the Abrahamic Promise with Isaac
 “I will multiply your offspring” (4a)
 “I will give to your offspring these lands” (4b)
 “And in your offspring all the nations of the earth shall be blessed” (4c)

B.

We Lie Because We Think Our Self-Protection Is More Convenient Than God’s
Protection (6-9)
6So

Isaac settled in Gerar. 7When the men of the place asked him about his wife, he said,
“She is my sister,” for he feared to say, “My wife,” thinking, “lest the men of the place should
kill me because of Rebekah,” because she was attractive in appearance. 8When he had been
there a long time, Abimelech king of the Philistines looked out of a window and saw Isaac
laughing with Rebekah his wife. 9So Abimelech called Isaac and said, “Behold, she is your
wife. How then could you say, ‘She is my sister’?” Isaac said to him, “Because I thought, ‘Lest
I die because of her.’”

C.




Isaac repeats the lie of his father, Abraham
Abraham told a half-lie – Sarah was his half-sister
o In Genesis 12, Abraham told Sarah to lie to the Pharaoh of Egypt
o “Hey Half Sister, don’t say I’m your Mister to the Phar-a-oh, Phar-a-oh”



Isaac told a full lie – Rebekah was only his cousin

We Lie Because We Forget That God Has Been Protecting Us (10-11)
10Abimelech

said, “What is this you have done to us? One of the people might easily have lain
with your wife, and you would have brought guilt upon us.” 11So Abimelech warned all the
people, saying, “Whoever touches this man or his wife shall surely be put to death.”
D.

We Lie Because We Forget That God Has Been Providing For Us (12-15)
12And

Isaac sowed in that land and reaped in the same year a hundredfold. The LORD blessed
him,13and the man became rich, and gained more and more until he became very
wealthy. 14He had possessions of flocks and herds and many servants, so that the Philistines
envied him. 15(Now the Philistines had stopped and filled with earth all the wells that his
father’s servants had dug in the days of Abraham his father.) 16And Abimelech said to Isaac,
“Go away from us, for you are much mightier than we.”
17So

Isaac departed from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there. 18And
Isaac dug again the wells of water that had been dug in the days of Abraham his father, which
the Philistines had stopped after the death of Abraham. And he gave them the names that his
father had given them. 19But when Isaac’s servants dug in the valley and found there a well of
spring water, 20the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac’s herdsmen, saying, “The water is
ours.” So he called the name of the well Esek, because they contended with him. 21Then they
dug another well, and they quarreled over that also, so he called its name Sitnah. 22And he
moved from there and dug another well, and they did not quarrel over it. So he called its
name Rehoboth, saying, “For now the LORD has made room for us, and we shall be fruitful in
the land.”



E.

Abraham built altars
Isaac dug wells
Jacob erected tents

We Lie Because We Don’t Realize That God Can Turn The Heart Of An Enemy Into
An Ally (23-33)

23From

there he went up to Beersheba. 24And the LORD appeared to him the same night and
said, “I am the God of Abraham your father. Fear not, for I am with you and will bless you and
multiply your offspring for my servant Abraham’s sake.” 25So he built an altar there and called
upon the name of the LORD and pitched his tent there. And there Isaac’s servants dug a well.
26When

Abimelech went to him from Gerar with Ahuzzath his adviser and Phicol the
commander of his army, 27Isaac said to them, “Why have you come to me, seeing that you
hate me and have sent me away from you?” 28They said, “We see plainly that the LORD has
been with you. So we said, let there be a sworn pact between us, between you and us, and let
us make a covenant with you, 29that you will do us no harm, just as we have not touched you
and have done to you nothing but good and have sent you away in peace. You are now the
blessed of the LORD.” 30So he made them a feast, and they ate and drank. 31In the morning
they rose early and exchanged oaths. And Isaac sent them on their way, and they departed
from him in peace. 32That same day Isaac’s servants came and told him about the well that
they had dug and said to him, “We have found water.” 33He called it Shibah; therefore the
name of the city is Beersheba to this day.
II.

Lying For Selfish Gain Abandons God’s Promise Of Provision (Gen 26:34 – 27:46)
World’s Method For Success
Scheming
Striving
Personal Goals
Manipulation
Using Others


A.

God’s Method For Success
Sovereignty
Waiting
God’s Goal
Faith
Serving Others

Manipulation: Taking matters into our own hands and taking matter out of God’s Hands.
We Lie Because We Panic In Difficult Circumstances (26:34)
34When

Esau was forty years old, he took Judith the daughter of Beeri the Hittite to be his
wife, and Basemath the daughter of Elon the Hittite, 35and they made life bitter for Isaac and
Rebekah.

B.




Esau made it hard on his father and mother
Maybe the difficult circumstances caused Isaac and Jacob to fear Esau and that they
needed to lie to deal with him



Do you have a boss or parent or teacher that makes something extremely difficult for you?

We Lie Because We Feel Entitled To Exploit Another For Our Advantage (27:1-4)
1When

Isaac was old and his eyes were dim so that he could not see, he called Esau his older
son and said to him, “My son”; and he answered, “Here I am.” 2He said, “Behold, I am old; I
do not know the day of my death. 3Now then, take your weapons, your quiver and your bow,
and go out to the field and hunt game for me, 4and prepare for me delicious food, such as I
love, and bring it to me so that I may eat, that my soul may bless you before I die.”

C.

•

Jacob stole his brother’s birthright though it would eventually have been his

•
•
•
•

Jacob exploited his father’s poor eye sight
Jacob exploited his father’s sensuousness – caring about food and taste more than his sons
He exploited his brother’s weakness – self-centered, cared more about hunting than home
He would also exploit his mother because he knew she favored him

•

Somehow, we need to jump to the delusion that we are entitled to hurt another person for
our gain



What entitles the bully? The Queen Bee? The Abuser? (like Mayweather)

We Lie Because Our Selfish Ambition Blinds Us From Hurting Those Who Trust Us
(27:5-13)
5Now

Rebekah was listening when Isaac spoke to his son Esau. So when Esau went to the
field to hunt for game and bring it, 6Rebekah said to her son Jacob, “I heard your father speak
to your brother Esau, 7‘Bring me game and prepare for me delicious food, that I may eat it
and bless you before the LORD before I die.’ 8Now therefore, my son, obey my voice as I
command you. 9Go to the flock and bring me two good young goats, so that I may prepare
from them delicious food for your father, such as he loves.10And you shall bring it to your
father to eat, so that he may bless you before he dies.” 11But Jacob said to Rebekah his
mother, “Behold, my brother Esau is a hairy man, and I am a smooth man. 12Perhaps my
father will feel me, and I shall seem to be mocking him and bring a curse upon myself and not
a blessing.”13His mother said to him, “Let your curse be on me, my son; only obey my voice,
and go, bring them to me.”

D.





Not only was Jacob hurting his brother by stealing his blessing
But hurting his father by lying to him
And hurting his parents relationship by allowing their lack of unity to further divide the
family



Teens: have you ever pitted your parents against each other to get your way?

We Lie Because We Think We’re More Clever Than God (14-25)
14So

he went and took them and brought them to his mother, and his mother prepared
delicious food, such as his father loved. 15Then Rebekah took the best garments of Esau her
older son, which were with her in the house, and put them on Jacob her younger son. 16And
the skins of the young goats she put on his hands and on the smooth part of his neck. 17And
she put the delicious food and the bread, which she had prepared, into the hand of her son
Jacob.
18So

he went in to his father and said, “My father.” And he said, “Here I am. Who are you, my
son?”19Jacob said to his father, “I am Esau your firstborn. I have done as you told me; now sit
up and eat of my game, that your soul may bless me.” 20But Isaac said to his son, “How is it
that you have found it so quickly, my son?” He answered, “Because the LORD your God
granted me success.” 21Then Isaac said to Jacob, “Please come near, that I may feel you, my
son, to know whether you are really my son Esau or not.” 22So Jacob went near to Isaac his
father, who felt him and said, “The voice is Jacob’s voice, but the hands are the hands of
Esau.” 23And he did not recognize him, because his hands were hairy like his brother Esau’s

hands. So he blessed him. 24He said, “Are you really my son Esau?” He answered, “I
am.”25Then he said, “Bring it near to me, that I may eat of my son’s game and bless you.” So
he brought it near to him, and he ate; and he brought him wine, and he drank.
E.

We Lie Because We Desire Man’s Approval More Than God’s (26-29)
26Then

his father Isaac said to him, “Come near and kiss me, my son.” 27So he came near and
kissed him. And Isaac smelled the smell of his garments and blessed him and said, “See, the
smell of my son is as the smell of a field that the LORD has blessed! 28May God give you of the
dew of heaven and of the fatness of the earth and plenty of grain and wine. 29Let peoples
serve you, and nations bow down to you. Be lord over your brothers, and may your mother’s
sons bow down to you. Cursed be everyone who curses you, and blessed be everyone who
blesses you!”

III.

Lying Results In Great Loss (30-46)

A.

Lies Are Eventually Found Out (30-35)
30As

soon as Isaac had finished blessing Jacob, when Jacob had scarcely gone out from the
presence of Isaac his father, Esau his brother came in from his hunting. 31He also prepared
delicious food and brought it to his father. And he said to his father, “Let my father arise and
eat of his son’s game, that you may bless me.” 32His father Isaac said to him, “Who are you?”
He answered, “I am your son, your firstborn, Esau.” 33Then Isaac trembled very violently and
said, “Who was it then that hunted game and brought it to me, and I ate it all before you
came, and I have blessed him? Yes, and he shall be blessed.”34As soon as Esau heard the
words of his father, he cried out with an exceedingly great and bitter cry and said to his
father, “Bless me, even me also, O my father!” 35But he said, “Your brother came deceitfully,
and he has taken away your blessing.”

B.



Matthew Henry: “A lying tongue is but for a moment. Truth is the daughter of time; and
in time, it will out.”



Ie/ When I was in Elementary School, I didn’t like the fact that I was a latch-key kid as a
2nd or 3rd grader. I told a lie to my teacher and principal that a scary guy followed me
home. But I did help our neighborhood establish a “Neighborhood Watch” program.



Lies spin a web of more lies that causes more harm than telling the truth in the first place.

Lies Betray Those Who Trust Us (36-40)
36Esau

said, “Is he not rightly named Jacob? For he has cheated me these two times. He took
away my birthright, and behold, now he has taken away my blessing.” Then he said, “Have
you not reserved a blessing for me?” 37Isaac answered and said to Esau, “Behold, I have
made him lord over you, and all his brothers I have given to him for servants, and with grain
and wine I have sustained him. What then can I do for you, my son?” 38Esau said to his
father, “Have you but one blessing, my father? Bless me, even me also, O my father.” And
Esau lifted up his voice and wept.

39Then

Isaac his father answered and said to him: “Behold, away from the fatness of the
earth shall your dwelling be, and away from the dew of heaven on high. 40By your sword you
shall live,
and you shall serve your brother; but when you grow restless you shall break his yoke from
your neck.”


C.

A brother is to be served, not used
A brother is to be trustworthy, not deceptive

Lies Endanger Relationships (41-46)
41Now

Esau hated Jacob because of the blessing with which his father had blessed him, and
Esau said to himself, “The days of mourning for my father are approaching; then I will kill my
brother Jacob.”42But the words of Esau her older son were told to Rebekah. So she sent and
called Jacob her younger son and said to him, “Behold, your brother Esau comforts himself
about you by planning to kill you. 43Now therefore, my son, obey my voice. Arise, flee to
Laban my brother in Haran 44and stay with him a while, until your brother’s fury turns away—
45until your brother’s anger turns away from you, and he forgets what you have done to him.
Then I will send and bring you from there. Why should I be bereft of you both in one day?”
46Then Rebekah said to Isaac, “I loathe my life because of the Hittite women. If Jacob marries
one of the Hittite women like these, one of the women of the land, what good will my life be
to me?”



Esau hated a sibling he was to love and enjoy serving God with
Instead of teaming up with his brother he wanted to kill him

Conclusion:
1.

Christ is the Truth (John 1:17; 14:6)
John 14:6 For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.

2.

Walk In The Truth (1 John 1:6-7)
1 John 1:6-7 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and
do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship
with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

3.

Confess The Truth (1 John 1:8-10)
1 John 1:8-10 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in
us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not
in us.

