
 Lying To God
Acts 5:1-11





Rejected Titles

 “Liar, Liar, An-Sapphira” 
 (like “pants on fire”)

 “Anani And A Lie”





“Lying”

 “an assertion of something known or 
believed by the speaker to be untrue 
with intent to deceive” (Webster 
Dictionary)





11 Biggest Lies In History
11. The Trojan Horse

10. Han van Meegeren's Vermeer 
Forgeries

9. Bernie Madoff's Ponzi Scheme

8. Andrew Wakefield's 'Study' on 
Vaccines and Autism

7. The Tobacco Industry on Cigarette 
Smoking

6. Piltdown Man

5. The Dreyfus Affair

4. Clinton/Lewinsky Affair

3. Watergate

2. Donald Trump and the 2020 
Election

1. The Big Lie: Nazi Propaganda

https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm

https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt1
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt2
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt3
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt4
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt5
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt6
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt7
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt8
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt9
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt10
https://history.howstuffworks.com/history-vs-myth/10-biggest-lies-in-history.htm#pt11




Hypocrite

 Gr. Hupocrites

 portraying 
something 
different outwardly 
than behind the 
mask
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 Proverbs 6:16-19  16These six things the 
LORD hates, Yes, seven are an 
abomination to Him: 17A proud look, A 
lying tongue, Hands that shed innocent 
blood, 18A heart that devises wicked 
plans, Feet that are swift in running to 
evil, 19A false witness who speaks lies, 
And one who sows discord among 
brethren.





 Proverbs 12:22 Lying lips are an 
abomination to the Lord, but those 
who deal faithfully are His delight.





Lying Devises Evil Behind A 
Good Front 

 1 But a man named Ananias, with his wife 
Sapphira, sold a piece of property, 2a and 
with his wife’s knowledge he kept back for 
himself some of the proceeds and brought 
only a part of it and laid it at the apostles’ 
feet.





Lying Desires Approval From 
Others 

 2b and laid it at the apostles’ feet.





Six Types Of Lies  
(Joseph Tecce at Boston College)

 Protective lie which shields liar from danger. 

 Heroic lie that protects someone else from 
danger. 

 Playful lie that enhances the story. 

 Ego lie that prevents embarrassment. 

 Gainful lie that enriches the liar. 

 Malicious lie that hurts someone. 

http://www.learnbodylanguage.org/body_language_lying.html
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Lying Depicts Our Wicked 
Heart 

 3 But Peter said, “Ananias, 
why has Satan filled your 
heart to lie to the Holy Spirit 
and to keep back for 
yourself part of the 
proceeds of the land?





Lying Denies The Simple 
Alternatives 

 4a While it remained unsold, did 
it not remain your own? And 
after it was sold, was it not at 
your disposal? Why is it that you 
have contrived this deed in your 
heart?




5 Ways We Lie

 The Fisherman – exaggeration 

 The Actor/Actress – cover up/hypocrisy 

 The Used Car Salesman – slant the truth 
for our purposes

 The Magician – deception 

 The Mime – conceal the truth through 
silence 





Lying Defies The God Of 
Truth 

 4b You have not 
lied to man 
but to God.”





 Exodus 20:16 You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor.

 Leviticus 19:11 You shall not steal, nor 
deal falsely, nor lie to one another.

 Colossians 3:9 Do not lie to one 
another, since you have put off the old 
man with his deeds

 Ephesians 4:25a Therefore, putting 
away lying




Ethics Scale

Antino-
mianism

Utilitarian-
ism

Conflicting 
Absolutism

Graded 
Absolutism

Non-
Conflicting 
Absolutism

No divine 
absolutes –
rightness is 
relative and 
personal

Many 
general 
guidelines 
but there 
are 
exceptions –
resolve 
conflict with 
motivation 
of love

Many divine 
absolutes 
that conflict 
– there is no 
resolution

Many divine 
absolutes to 
do conflict –
resolve 
through 
prioritizing 
absolutes

Many divine 
absolutes 
that never 
conflict





Lying Dictates Judgment 
From God

 5 When Ananias heard these 
words, he fell down and 
breathed his last. And great fear 
came upon all who heard of 
it. 6 The young men rose 
and wrapped him up and 
carried him out and buried him.Raphael’s ”The Death of Ananias”





 Proverbs 19:5 A false witness will not 
go unpunished, And he who speaks lies 
will not escape. 

 Revelation 21:8 But the cowardly, 
unbelieving, abominable, murderers, 
sexually immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, 
and all liars shall have their part in the 
lake which burns with fire and 
brimstone, which is the second death.”





Lying Decides To Forsake 
Repentance 

 7 After an interval of about three hours his wife came 
in, not knowing what had happened. 8 And Peter 
said to her, “Tell me whether you sold the land for so 
much.” And she said, “Yes, for so much.” 9 But Peter 
said to her, “How is it that you have agreed 
together to test the Spirit of the Lord? Behold, the 
feet of those who have buried your husband are at 
the door, and they will carry you out.”





Lying Decides To Forsake 
Repentance 

 10 Immediately she fell down at his feet 
and breathed her last. When the young 
men came in they found her dead, and 
they carried her out and buried her 
beside her husband. 11 And great fear 
came upon the whole church and upon 
all who heard of these things.

Sebastien II Le Clerc

https://www.wikigallery.org/wiki/artist50668/Sebastien-II-Le-Clerc/page-1




Psalm 139:23-24

 23 Search me, O God, and know my 
heart! Try me and know my thoughts! 
24 And see if there be any grievous way 
in me, and lead me in the way 
everlasting!4





Conclusion

 Pretending to be someone we’re not at 
church is a lie to God.

 Partially doing something we committed 
to do fully for God is deceptive.

 Choose repentance and truth or be ready 
for judgment and natural consequences.

Sir James 
Thornhill





Discussion

 In what ways do people/we portray 
ourselves before the church family 
though God knows we’re faking it?

 What motivates us to lie before God?

 Why is lying taken so seriously in 
Scripture?
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