
Committed To Ministry 
When Facing Temptation
Luke 4:1-13



The Impeccability of Christ

Hebrews 4:15 15For we do not 
have a High Priest who 
cannot sympathize with our 
weaknesses, but was in all 
points tempted as we are, yet 
without sin.



The Impeccability of Christ

Jesus Would Not Sin Jesus Could Not Sin
Christ did not sin, but 
could have.

Christ did not sin, and 
could not have.

Christ Was Able Not To 
Sin 

Christ Was Not Able To 
Sin 

posse non peccare –
able not to sin

non posse peccare –
not able to sin



The Impeccability of Christ

“Because an army cannot be conquered, 
can it be attacked?”

Lewis & Demarest, Integrated Theology, Vol. 2, p. 345



The Impeccability of Christ

Adam’s Temptation Christ’s Temptation
In Paradise – full stomach In Wilderness – fast for 40 days
Wife, as companion, provided support Alone – greater temptation to sin 

when alone
Absence of presence and custom of 
sin

Sinful culture & environment 

Adam gave into first temptation he 
faced

Jesus repeatedly resisted temptation 
(Heb 4:15)

Adams consequence brought death to 
humanity

Jesus’ victory over temptation allowed 
Him to complete the process of 
redemption successfully

Compiled from R.C. Sproul (The Glory of Christ) & MacArthur/Mayhue (Biblical Doctrine)



The Impeccability of Christ

“Christ, because He was the only man who 
never yielded to temptation, is also the only 
man who knows to the full what temptation 
means – the only complete realist.”

C. S. Lewis



The Temptation Of Christ

The Timing Of Temptation
The Items Of Temptation
The Response To Temptation



1. When Tempted To Act Independently 
From God, Obey God’s Word 

1 And Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, 
returned from the Jordan and 
was led by the Spirit in the 
wilderness 2 for forty days, being 
tempted by the devil. And he ate 
nothing during those days. And 
when they were ended, he was 
hungry.



1. When Tempted To Act Independently 
From God, Obey God’s Word 

3 The devil said to him, “If 
you are the Son of God, 
command this stone to 
become bread.” 4 And 
Jesus answered him, “It 
is written, ‘Man shall not live 
by bread alone.’ ”



2. When Tempted Towards Easier Or Earlier 
Success, Don’t Empower An Idol (5-8)

5 And the devil took 
him up and showed 
him all the kingdoms 
of the world in a 
moment of time,



2. When Tempted Towards Easier Or Earlier 
Success, Don’t Empower An Idol (5-8)

6 and said to him, “To 
you I will give all this 
authority and their glory, 
for it has been delivered 
to me, and I give it to 
whom I will. 7 If you, then, 
will worship me, it will all 
be yours.”



2. When Tempted Towards Easier Or Earlier 
Success, Don’t Empower An Idol (5-8)

8 And Jesus 
answered him, “It is 
written, 
“‘You shall worship 
the Lord your 
God, and him only 
shall you serve.’”



3. When Tempted Towards Prestige, 
Don’t Test God (9-13)

9 And he took him to 
Jerusalem and set him on 
the pinnacle of the temple 
and said to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw 
yourself down from here,



3. When Tempted Towards Prestige, 
Don’t Test God (9-13)

10 for it is written, “ ‘He will 
command his angels 
concerning you, to guard 
you,’ 11 and “ ‘On their 
hands they will bear you 
up, lest you strike your foot 
against a stone.’ ”



3. When Tempted Towards Prestige, 
Don’t Test God (9-13)

12 And Jesus answered him, “It 
is said, ‘You shall not put the 
Lord your God to the 
test.’ ” 13 And when the devil 
had ended every temptation, 
he departed from him until an 
opportune time.



Conclusion

• Independence: Resist the temptation to live 
apart from God.

• Power: Waiting and working are virtues of 
worship.

• Prestige: Testing God makes us superior to 
Him.



Discussion

• How could Jesus be tempted if He couldn’t 
sin?

• Why is independence from God a sin?
• What are some of the ways we put God to a 

test?
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